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§Chris Wells

 Religion and politics. It’s taboo. Not to be talked about. 
And while I’m not suggesting you discuss this with acquaintances 
at your next dinner party, it does make for interesting journalism—
striving for an unbiased, or at least true, story. We have taken a 
ground-level approach to this topic: interviewing priests, pastors 
and politicians; attending religious services; and actively discussing 
these topics.
 The idea for this issue first came to me as I browsed the recent 
headlines of many national news magazines. Politics seemed like 
an obvious choice, as the primary presidential elections were the 
sole source of headline news at the time. And it may have been 
Life of Pi Yann Martel, which I read for English class, that inspired 
the religious aspect of this issue because the book is wrapped 
in religious theme—the protagonist is a practicing Muslim, Hindu 
and Christian. Essentially, the decision to make this issue about 
religion and politics came from the themes present in my life at 
the time. For this reason, it is probably a good thing I am not in 
charge of the next issue because now we’re talking about Hell 
in English class and political sex scandals seem to have taken the 
spotlight in the news media. 
 To capture the theme of this issue, many of our staffers 
have written stories that cover different aspects of religion and 
politics. Anna Campanello interviewed former Elkhart Mayor 
Dave Miller, a politician with open religious views who endorsed 
the Jesus DVD that was mailed to residents of the city of Elkhart. 
Plotting the trends of religious voters, Ben Jarvis talks about the role 
of religion within elections. Jared Schooley talked to Reverend 
Mark Fenstermacher of Trinity United Methodist Church to find 
out where the religious right has gone. There is also a timeline of 
events of religious and political importance composed by Renee 
Wagner. Additionally, Kelly Frye and I attended two very different 
religious services here in Elkhart County and discussed our initial 
impressions and different viewpoints. 
 That said, I hope this issue entertains you. And, if the religious 
and political theme is upsetting to you, I hope you at least enjoy 
the CHS stories and pictures our staffers have contributed. 

On this page: An illuminated St. Vincent de Paul’s Parrish at night in 
downtown Elkhart. 
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How to talk about religion in a public school
Hint: It’s really simpler than you think.

Let me tell you a story:
It begins yesterday when I’m listening to simply the best version of  “Mack the 

Knife” (Sinatra and Buffet) in my 1993 Ford Escort Wagon heading north on US 
33 South toward school. If  you remember this version (and probably like other 
versions) there’s the part toward the end when the whole brass section builds to 
an explosion: Pow! and I’m hitting the “back” button on my iPod Shuffle to hear it 
again. In my mind, this is one of  the best recordings of  music ever.

I’m at school and after 3rd hour one of  the music teachers motions me to talk 
and we’re discussing some arrangement for a student of  his to get out of  my class 
to listen to a pretty famous musician. I’m cool with that, but what I really want to 
ask him about is “Mack the Knife.”

“You doing the Jazz band thing, eh?” I verify.
“Yes, I’m the other director,” he says.
And then I ask him if  they’ll be playing “Mack the Knife” at the Jazz Café this 

year and he says “Yes” like they always play it.
“It’s a standard, isn’t it?”
“Yes,” he says.
And then I launch into my experience of  listening to “Mack the Knife” and how 

it’s incredible the way that “ol’ Blue Eyes” includes himself  in the list of  names in 
the verses that he and Buffet add to the song. And then I ask him if  he thinks it’s a 
violent song as far as the lyrics and I think it is and he stops for a moment.

“You know,” the jazz director says, “I don’t think I remember the words…I just 
listen to the music.”

And I say “Oh” and he responds “But I’ll have to look at the words now that you 
bring it up.”

Here’s another story:
After I got my teaching degree, my wife and I moved to Bloomington, IN so she 

could complete her graduate studies in speech/language pathology. It is simply 
impossible to get a teaching job in any school district within an hour’s drive from 
Indiana University for someone who is from the outside and who has no local 
contacts. I did, though, interview twice for the same school that was located within 
25 minutes of  our apartment and I have to say that those were sorry interviews 
(I’ve been told that I don’t interview well). But in one case, I realized that I hated 
some of  the people that did the interviewing.

I was answering the usual questions and trying not to sound too desperate in 
wanting to do anything to land my first teaching job. (In our Senior Education 
Seminar class, we were encouraged to say “Yes” to any coaching assignment or 
an extracurricular activity). I was working as a bill collector in Indianapolis at 
the time and I was ready to mop the floors if  the school asked. I simply wanted 

to teach.
The principal then looks at my application and is unsure of  where Grace College 

is at and “where’s Winona Lake anyway?” I tell him it’s by Warsaw and he still 
doesn’t get the geography of  Northern Indiana and then looks back at me and 
asks/tells “You know, you can’t evangelize in the classroom, don’t you?”

I was amazed at this man’s inability to understand my application. First he 
didn’t know his Indiana geography and second, he was being an idiot (or at least 
that is what I thought at the time). I took a breath and then calmly pointed out to 
him that I had been a bill collector for 5 years and it wasn’t my general practice 
to “share the Good News after I had just asked a person to pay their hospital bill.” 
I don’t think he wanted me and I certainly didn’t want that type of  a person as a 
principal.

And a last story:
Last Friday, a student in my Expository Writing class (senior composition) 

challenged my requirement of  a 15-20 page paper when I was teaching them 
about how to write good sentences.

“If  we can’t write a sentence, then how are we expected to write a 15-20 page 
paper then?” he said. And the kid next to him was saying “Well, there’s simply no 
way I could write a 15-20 paper.”

When the murmuring died down enough for me to answer–and maybe he didn’t 
want an answer, maybe he just wanted to say aloud what was going around in his 
mind–I asked him for a favor: to ask me the same question after he wrote the paper 
and to let me know if  it was worth it. And, if  he could, to then let me know in 
a year (after some college/life work) if  he could see why I had the class write a 
massive paper.

And I think he backed off  a bit and I’m not sure if  he believed me, but I added: 
“You might just have to trust me on this one” and walked back to the front of  the 
class.

Each day, teachers and students and staff  engage in sharing their religion with 
one another by the stories they tell. We talk about our passions and we sometimes 
actively try and convince others that they too should see or hear or feel those same 
things that rouse in us the stuff  that dreams are made of. Other times, some folk 
may misread us and instead of  seeing a person full of  passion, they’d rather see 
a label and restrict human potential through an incomplete sentence. But most 
religious of  all school practices is when someone asks the simple question “Why?” 
For in that very question, one is attempting to figure out place and perspective and 
purpose. And as long as public schools encourage questioning and discussion of  
ideas with others, the public school will continue to be a place of  religion.

(Originally published March 18 on Vergil’s Coffee: vergil66.com/blog).

B y  C h r i s  J u d s o n From http://www.vergil66.com/blog
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Preparation 
on the field
Spring is on the way, along with the girls 

softball season. When the weather permits, 
the team can be seen working hard on 

the softball fields. At the same time, the 
boys baseball team is training for their 
upcoming games. With practices in full 

swing for both teams, The Minute was able 
to capture a bit of  their preparation.

Photos (from top to bottom): the boys 
baseball team lined up in the McCuen Gym 
for practice, a member of  the girls softball 

team winding up to hit the ball, Kiara 
Slabaugh catching the ball for an out, the JV 

girls team running from fence to fence.

§ Brit Dickson

 This year, there are nineteen entries 
– more than ever before – that are going 
to be attending and competing in the 
state speech competition in Lafayette. 
The annual state competition will be held 
at Lafayette Jefferson on Saturday. The 
speech team was runner up at sectionals 
and lost only to Plymouth. The school has 
been a dominant force in years past and 
just barely pulled ahead to take the win. 

“Well we didn’t beat Plymouth but I 
have all the confidence that next year 
we will conquer them,” Chase Troxell (11) 
said.    

Despite their loss, there are many that 
are proud of the team. The participants 
this year have placed higher and more 
often as well as participating more in 
general. 

“I was extremely happy at my own 
performance, as well as the entire team.” 
Troxell said. “This is the first year that I get 
to go to state and I think it will be both 
a great experience and fun.”

Ryan Peat (12) won the title of sectional 
champion. He participated in discussion, 
and his topic that he has chosen 
is alternative energy. This is a great 
achievement for his senior year. 

“I was really honored to be the first 
sectional champion from Concord in ten 
years,” Peat said.

 The participants will leave Friday at 
noon, to start their journey to Lafayette. 

“It’s going to be a long trip and weekend, 
but we’re all hoping to do well,” Peat 
said.

 When the students get to Lafayette, 
they will be using the rest of the night as 
‘‘prep,’’ preparing themselves for the big 
day. The entries consist of humorous acting, 
dramatic interpretation, impromptu and 
a number of other categories.

“Good luck to everyone competing at 
state,” Peat said. “I wouldn’t trade my time 
with speech and debate for anything.”
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Sunday
4:13 p.m.

P i c t u r e  a n d  t e x t  b y
A m a n d a  L e h m a n

Gas prices are on the rise again. Huck’s gas station, located on Mishawaka Road, set its price at $3.31 Sunday, March 
16, while Admiral, located opposite of  Huck’s, wasn’t far behind. Students have been discussing the rise in prices 
nearly everyday. “It takes me close to 100 dollars to fill up my tank,” Stephen Irving (11) said. However, these prices 
are affecting each student differently. “It only takes me 20 to fill up my tank, so I don’t have a problem with it,” Mary 
Warthon (11) said. 

All that Jazz: Café only two months away
“The music is live and makes you want to get up and dance.” -Peter Bone (12)

“Its random, you can play anything on a sax and make it a masterpiece. 
You can be yourself, its so much fun.” -Brandon Pollock (12)

“It’s a real public event, not just for the band.” -Meredith Loucks (12)

“It’s fun, (there’s) lots of  energy, we really enjoy it and get into it.” -Nicky Smith (11)

On Tour
Concord’s Jazz I, Dance 
Team, and Singers will go on 
a tour of all the community 
elementary schools today. The 
tour is designed to encourage 
involvement in the music 
program as a whole and extra 
activities and groups within the 
program in particular.

“Energy of  the music is exciting, lively, makes you awake” -Abby Miller (12)



As a believer in uncompromisingly giving people the truth even when it is the more painful option, I celebrated when 
FOX developed The Moment of  Truth, a game show where contestants are forced to tell the truth to gain money for up 
to 21 questions that could permanently damage the contestant’s reputation. The dramatic moments of  the show will not 
only amuse the viewer but also question the intelligence of  the contestants.

Before the show, the contestant is given a polygraph test to determine the verity of  the answer. Then, during the 
show, the contestant sees the same question and has the option of  answering the question differently. After answering six 
questions correctly, the contestant wins $10,000. Then, after answering an additional five correctly, he or she will gain 
$25,000. Eventually, the contestant could reach the top prize of  $500,000 at the end of  21.

 If  the contestant answers a question incorrectly, then all the accumulated money is lost. However, the contestant 
can choose to walk away with his or her earnings before hearing the next question.

 So far the show has lived up to its expectations, delivering brutal, honest questions despite no contestant winning 
more than $100,000. One of  the show’s most memorable moments occurs when Lauren Cleri admits to having an affair 
with her husband and revealing her belief  that she is meant to be married to her ex-boyfriend instead of  her current 

husband.
 After that, when she is asked the question of  whether she believes that she is a good person, 

she answers yes, while the results of  the polygraph test disagree, leaving her with no money 
from her traumatic experience.

 Not all the revelations pertain to relationships, however. In episode three, Brandon Corria 
falsely answered no (according to the polygraph) to the question of  whether he stuffed his 
underwear when working as an underwear model. In one of  the most recent episodes, Michael 
Greenland confessed to creating a wax replica of  his genitals, one of  his questions on the way to 
winning $100,000.

If  a person wants to see an entertaining show that simultaneously places its contestant in a great dilemma, then The 
Moment of  Truth would be an excellent choice.

R
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The annual Carnival Variety Show has a multi-faceted meaning—to the students, an exhausting week of  preparation; 
to seniors, the last big hurrah; to spectators, arguably the most entertaining musical performance that CHS has to offer. 
This year, the Carnival show had a few down moments, but generally upheld its promise of  entertainment.

The Lion King theme baffled me, as only two performances out of  the 21 sported any ties to it, but the spectacular 
set compensated well enough for me to overlook it. The opening sequence was well-executed and flavored by the 
miscellaneous band members wandering around in giraffe and monkey costumes. 

The Concord Singers performed “On Children” next, which had its strengths and weaknesses. The singers themselves 
were excellent, and the lyrics were amusing to a teenager; the performance style was what struck me as unusual. As a 
showcase of  talent, the Carnival Variety Show scores very well. As a form of  entertainment, however, the concert-style 
pieces—in band, orchestra and vocalists—seem out-of-place. Pieces without movement just didn’t hit the entertainment 
quota.  

While I concede that I may have a bias, I must admit that I was most impressed by the orchestra. Their rendition of  
“Pirates of  the Caribbean” rocked the show with its quality, amusement, costuming and general effect. As far as I’m 
considered, they coupled their talent with entertainment to provide the best piece of  the night. 
The Concord Singers displayed exquisite talent too, although I was disappointed with how little they danced. Soloist 

Bethany Curton was hauntingly beautiful in “Shadowland” and Liz Kelly’s “The Girl 
in 14G” was just plain impressive. She ended the senior slides with Arielle Muccio in a 
remarkable duet of  Wicked’s “For Good.” It was a difficult piece, but both girls pulled it off.

The jazz bands’ performances seemed a bit askew this year. For some reason, Jazz I, 
typically known for its enthusiasm and talent, just pulled away with the talent portion this 
year. For the first time in my recollection, the performers just looked tired. Their pieces 
“Blue Ramble” and “Thriller” were both excellent tastes of  music, but after years of  the 

jazz band hamming it up, left me surprised.
My only complaint regarding the dance team is that there was only one solo performance (not including the opening 

number’s inclusion of  dance). There were many pieces where I felt that it would be appropriate to add in dancers and 
wished they would have been included.

It is impossible to remember the 2008 Carnival Variety Show without instantly thinking of  the “American Idol-
Cowboy: ‘They Went Thataway’” segment. The three judges—Kenny Mashala, Abby Miller and Fernando Gonzalez— 
impersonated Randy, Paula and Simon perfectly, although my personal favorite was Jeremiah VanderMolen’s 
interpretation of  Ryan Seacrest. Although it was inevitable that the screeching Bob (Andy Ha) would capture the title, 
my heart was stolen by Travis Cox’s “Cows Got In My Way.” 

The show ended with the “Battle Hymn of  the Republic,” and at the risk of  sounding largely unpatriotic, it did not fit 
the atmosphere of  the show. All in all, the show ranked highly and talent even higher—excluding Bob, of  course. 

Another exciting Carnival show

Forcing people to tell the truth

Show: The Moment of Truth
Channel: FOX
Host: Mark Wahlberg
Number of episodes: 8
Running time: 60 minutes

Main event: Carnival Variety Show 
Best piece: “American Idol” spin-off 
Theme: The Lion King
Running time: 1 hour, 32 minutes

B y  K e l l y  F r y e

B y  S p e n c e r  R o a c h
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2000

The Bill of Rights 
was ratified 
December 5, 
1791. The First 
Amendment  of 
the Bill of Rights 
states, “Congress 
shall make no 
law respecting 
an establishment 
of religion, or 
prohibiting the 
free exercise 
thereof; or 
abridging the 

freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances”. This document was created to protect 
the religious beliefs of others as well as their freedom of speech 
and press meaning anyone can write, say, or believe what they 
wish without being punished.

In 1851 it was said that every man, woman and 
child had been drunk at least once in their 
lifetime. The Temperance Movement came soon 
after preventing 
every citizen from 
drinking because 
of religious 
reasons. The first 
Temperance law 
in the United states 
was passed in 
Maine prohibiting 
any sale of alcohol 
and soon spread 
to twelve other 
states giving them the name of the “dry” states. The law then 
became the 18th Amendment in 1918 during World War I.

During the 1960 Presidential 
election the Soviets and the 
Americans were heading toward war 
tensions.  John Fitzgerald Kennedy was a 
U.S. Presidential candidate with very little 
public support. The American citizens were 
worried about his Catholic religion within a 
Protestant nation. Although the majority of 
the public did not agree with his religious 
beliefs he managed to win the hearts of the 
American people.

In the year 2001 after 
the 9-11 terrorist 
attacks the Pledge 
of Allegience along 
with a moment of 
silence was made 
mandatory. Prior 
to the law several 
other cases were 
held over prayer 
and Bible readings 
in schools. The 
moment of silence 
was first seen in the 
‘80s and ‘90s, used 
for quiet prayer or 
spiritual reflection, 
whereas today this 
silence is a moment 
to remember those 
who have fought 
for the freedom of 
the United States.

In 2000, 
Elkhart held 
a monument 
holding the Ten 

Commandments.  On one side, 
the plaintiffs said the monument 
was a violation of the Constitution, 
because it held a Star of David and 
the symbol of Christ, but not any 
other religion that people of Elkhart 
might belong to. The other side, 
the defenders, said that it is not a 
violation. It is simply a monument 
that acknowledges the cultural 
and historical significance of the 
Ten Commandments. The court 
decided for the plaintiffs, and took 
the monument out for violation to 
the Constitution.

Religion in Politics 
in the United States
The Evolution of

2001

1851

Text by Renee Wagner
Photos provided by Google images

1960

1791



While it is generally accepted that individuals should look at issues from multiple angles, this rarely 
applies to religion. For such a personal, often irrational belief to be poked and prodded, it 
requires some sensitivity on the part of the prodder and a good sense of humor on the part of 

the believer. We attempted to look at religion from multiple angles by visiting two very different churches, 
St. Vincent de Paul parish and the Elkhart County Community Baptist Church. Chris, previously a Methodist 
and currently agnostic, and Kelly, a cradle Catholic, explored these churches, talked to their inhabitants 
and used the findings to discuss religion. We try to connect what we saw—essentially religion in its rawest 
form—with the upcoming elections, exploring the beliefs that manifest themselves on the ballots. 

RELIGION

Kelly: Why don’t you start by telling me a little bit about what we’re doing and 
why. And I’ll interject. 
Chris: We went to two different churches to see how different denominations 
handle their services and the environment, I guess. 
Kelly: There are a lot of  flavors of  Christianity. I know there’s an underlying 
belief  that all Christians should treat each other the same because they all believe 
in Jesus Christ. But to be frank, the two churches we went to could not have been 
any more different. 
Chris: There were both very different, but it was more like two different approaches 
to Christianity. The Catholic Church was VERY traditional, while the Baptist 
church was more of  a grassroots approach to religion. 
Kelly: I grew up in a Catholic church, but I was an absolute stranger in the Baptist 
church. 
Chris: I didn’t feel very comfortable at either, but I felt like I knew what I was 
doing at the Baptist church more than the Catholic one. Mostly because the church 
I grew up in was Protestant and the services ran more like the Baptist church. 
Kelly: So let’s talk about the Catholic Church experience. 
Chris: I guess we should also mention the names... 
Kelly: St. Vincent de Paul parish, and Elkhart County Community Baptist 

Church. 
Chris: At St. Vincent’s I was lost. I didn’t know what any of  the traditions were, 
and I didn’t know what was going on. 
Kelly: It’s almost comforting, knowing what will come next because it rarely 
changes. 
Chris: It was a game of  follow the leader. “Now we’re standing. Now we’re sitting. 
Now we’re singing in Latin. Now we’re saying ‘And also with you’” 
Kelly: As my track coach says, the people know what kind of  Sunday it is. This 
time it was a children’s mass, so the homily was shorter and meant for children. 
Chris: I think I would get very bored at something like that. The priest only 
addressed the children for a few minutes. At the Baptist service (and services 
I attended as a child) the majority of  the service is the pastor’s sermon. He’s 
supposed to teach the congregation, but I didn’t really get that impression at St. 
Vincent’s. 
Kelly: Mass isn’t meant for teaching the congregation solely. The entire mass is 
a prayer leading up to communion, and the sermon plays a small role. All of  the 
kneeling and Latin were all preparations for communion. I think for this reason, it 
isn’t as friendly toward visitors. Communion is not allowed for non-Catholics, and 
so the whole prayer leading toward it may seem pointless for someone who isn’t 

IN THE RAW



preparing to take it. 
Chris: It did. I was confused and bored. It was almost embarrassing to not 
know what to do, but at the same time I wondered what the point was. I guess I 
never really understood rituals. Though I will say I was much more comfortable 
with the overall presentation of  Mass than the Baptist service, which was much 
louder (and longer). 
Kelly: One of  the biggest problems facing Catholics is that they don’t understand 
the rituals, so it’s very important for teaching masses. Do you remember the 
“peace” ritual? 
Chris: “Peace” “Peace” “Peace” “Hey, you, Peace” “Oh, and you, Peace” That 
ritual? 
Kelly: Yeah. Why do you suppose we shake hands just then? Why not at 
the beginning of  mass? 
Chris: No idea. Just in case somebody comes in late? 
Kelly: (Laughing.) Definitely not. We said the “Our Father” 
right before the peace-making ritual. In which it says Forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
The Gospel recounts Jesus telling a group of  men to make 
peace with their brothers before approaching the altar. 
Chris: I see. 
Kelly: It’s very important to us to reconcile with everyone 
before communion. When it all comes down to it, it’s all about 
communion. We hold it as the most important sacrament. 
Chris: At the Baptist service, it seems like we greeted those 
around us right after singing, right? They probably did do 
that in case somebody came in late...there were a lot of  people 
that came in late. 
Kelly: There were people coming in late at mass, too. They 
were just more embarrassed, I think. It’s not exactly a laid-
back environment. 

Chris: That’s true. I felt like I was sitting on pins and needles. 
Kelly: That’s probably how Catholics get their iron fist reputation; they’re 
gracious with outsiders, but they don’t appreciate late-comers and such. 
Chris: The 11th commandment: Thou shall not be late. 
Kelly: Everyone noticed you, but no one said anything to you in case it would 
embarrass you. They all asked me about you later. 
Chris: At the same time, not saying anything to me made me feel like nobody 
noticed or cared I was there. 
Kelly: Mass is usually an independent event. It’s not common to make friends 
during church. We depend on fellowship developing afterward, on committees, 
and our famous CRHP weekend. 

Chris: I see.
Kelly: Trust me, I had at least 10 people ask me about you; they noticed 
and cared. So how about the music? How different was that compared 
to what you’re used to? 

Chris: Haha. Well I’ve never sung in Latin before. And the 
Hymnals were a blast from the past. 
Kelly: Not exactly how I would describe them, ha. 
Chris: The churches I went to all had projectors that put 
the words up on a screen big enough everyone could read. 
And it was usually Christian rock music. 
Kelly: You know how I said the parishioners know what 
kind of  Sunday it was? That was a traditional Sunday. I 
went back to mass later that day and there was a longer, 
more pointed homily, as well as more upbeat music. Rock, 
no. But upbeat, yes. It’s difficult to please the crowds; 
there’s the Old Italian group, a newer English group, 
and a thriving, energetic Latino group. St. Vincent’s 
struggles to mix the three ethnic groups. 
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After serving on the Elkhart city 
council for four years and sitting in city hall for eight, Dave Miller, former mayor 
of  Elkhart, has finally stepped down. Miller accomplished much in his term. He 
describes his greatest accomplishments as the things they built, mentioning the 
RiverWalk, including the new ice rink and the first railroad underpass, located 
on Main Street, in years. He also talked about the relationships built and the 
reorganization done. Dave Miller, as many Elkhartians remember, was very 
outspoken about his religious beliefs. Unlike many politicians today, who try to 
mask their religious beliefs to appear neutral, Miller embraced his, bringing them 
to work every day.

“A person cannot separate himself  from who he is,” Miller said. “The myth 
that politics are no place for spirituality has caused many problems in our country 
today.”

Miller backed up this statement around 2001 when the monumental Ten 
Commandments, placed in front of  the city’s municipal building in 1958, was 
attacked. The Commandments, which were erected to help denote juvenile 
delinquency at the time, conflicted with the First Amendment. Many believed it 
was not historical, like the other monuments around the buildings, but religious. 
Many almost identical monuments erected, including another in Indiana, were 
attacked for the same reasons and the monuments had to be taken down. Miller 
would not have this. As mayor, he believed that it was his responsibility to protect 
it. 

“When the city owned Ten Commandments monument was under attack, it 
was appropriate to protect it,” Miller said. “And I did, all the way to the Supreme 
Court.”

Miller believes that laws were established because of  the Ten Commandments. 
Without the Ten Commandments, there would be no basis for laws or order.

“Would you want to live in a country where they did not follow the Ten 
Commandments?” Miller said. “Anarchy and death are consequences.”

Miller was never timid when it came to religion although he agrees it should 
be used with careful discretion. 

“You must be discreet and respectful,” Miller said. “You are not free in the 
US to say things that threaten the president, for example. Free speech has its 
limits.”

Miller says it is different when speaking in a church, for example, to talk 
about religion.

“I am more open when visiting churches than at city council meetings,” Miller 
said. “There is a place for preaching and a place where you should be silent.”

The best advice Miller can give to any politician is to exercise good judgment, 
as well as discretion. 

“Wise leaders exercise discretion,” Miller said.  “A wise person measures 
words to be appropriate to his audience.”

When talking about the Almighty, Miller says it all boils down to one’s own 
relationship with Him.

“It all boils down to an individual’s tension with God,” Miller said. “The 
culture of  the United States, the people who deny spirituality and God and who 
do not want to answer to God discover later on they will be mistaken. I fear for 
that.” 

Miller now works at Verizon Transportation. Dick Moore has taken Miller’s 
place as mayor of  Elkhart.

Just ask
Dave 
Miller
Text and photos by Anna Campanello

A conversation with Elkhart’s former mayor
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Chris: That’s interesting. The Baptist church seemed to be 100% WASP. 
Kelly: WASP? 
Chris: White Anglo-Saxon Protestants 
Kelly: Gotcha. St. Vincent’s has about 3,000 members though, compared to the 30 
we saw at the Baptist church. 
Chris: That’s true. Should we talk about the Baptist service now? 
Kelly: Sure, if  you think we have enough material. 
Chris: Well, you seemed to be completely taken aback by it, so why don’t you 
start? 
Kelly: I always thought the ‘fire and brimstone’ stereotype was just that: a 
stereotype. It definitely wasn’t. There was yelling, there was hell. I have heard 
one homily in my life where we addressed how scary it would be to go to hell. The 
preacher there spends three sermons on it yearly, plus the hell references during 
all of  the other sermons. 
Chris: He also yelled quite a bit. I have a feeling that’s his style. It’s probably 
the way he knows and thinks it is most effective in getting his message across. 
Nobody wants to go to hell, so they will listen. They’re scared. 
Kelly: But nobody seemed scared. They were all smiling, hugging, and amen-ing. 
Oh, and nobody sat still. That drove me crazy; people just walked in and out, 
shuffling around. 
Chris: It certainly didn’t have the structure rigidity that Mass did. 
Kelly: Not just the structure rigidity. It was so lax (clothing, moving around, free 
mic) that it nearly seemed poor. And by that, I mean that it felt like a handful of  
farmers had come together with no agenda to praise the Lord. Poor probably isn’t 
the best word, but I imagine barefoot children in the South coming in from their 
cotton-picking to talk about the damnation of  hell. 
Chris: I wouldn’t say that at all. I think they came together to “praise the lord.” 
And it was a much more grassroots approach, but I think it is that they believe 
religion should be accessible to anyone. You shouldn’t have to know a bunch of  
rituals or speak Latin, it should be about a personal relationship between you and 
God. 
Kelly: It didn’t feel personal whatsoever. It was a shared, common faith; that was 
probably the best part about the service. It wasn’t an individualized, personalized 
service. You were meant to speak your amens and talk with your neighbors. Your 
prayers were public. It wasn’t personalized. It was a big community worship. And 
I did say it was to praise the Lord, even if  there was no agenda. 
Chris: I meant personal in the sense that it was comfortable. It wasn’t a formal 
relationship, but that God was your Dad...not your Father. 
Kelly: To me, calling God your Dad seems a bit irreverent. I think there’s a line; 
we’re taught to give God your best, so you dress up. It’s hard for me not to feel 
strange about churchgoers in jeans. If  they truly were poor farmers, I wouldn’t 
think twice. But they’re not poor farmers. I wanted them to dress up. At least I 
hope they’re not poor farmers. Then I’d feel like a jerk. 
Chris: I think they probably are the Elkhart’s equivalent of  poor farmers. They 
weren’t wealthy in appearance, and the majority of  them probably had blue-collar 
jobs. Not quite the peasant slave of  Hamlet’s time, but they’re far from Donald 
Trump. 
Kelly: I know, but Goodwill exists. I still don’t think anyone should wear jeans 
with holes in them to church. 
Chris: That’s because you’re Catholic. You guys are sticklers about your traditions. 
Like I probably said before, these people are less formal with God. Rituals don’t 
have as much meaning. 

Kelly: It’s not a ritual though, it’s respectful. 
Chris: Maybe it simply isn’t enforced or thought about within their church and 
belief  system. I don’t think they dress in jeans to be disrespectful--if  they did 
why even go to church? I think they do it because they are comfortable within 
their beliefs and don’t see it as something wrong. 
Kelly: It’s not like it’s a sin. It just seems strange--there’s that old phrase 
“your Sunday best.” I figured it would apply to Baptists more than other 
denominations. 
Chris: The thing about many Protestant churches is that they are making religion 
more fun. To keep people coming to worship, they relax the strict traditions--like 
dressing up and singing hymns. 
Kelly: I’m not sure religion was meant to be fun. That kind of  defeats the purpose 
if  you go out of  your way to make your worship fun. It’s about God, not you. 
I admit that we include more upbeat music because it is more pleasing, and 
the Vatican has relaxed a lot of  strict traditions. But there’s got to be a line 
somewhere. At some point you have to say, “This is formal worship. I should wear 
something whole.” 
Chris: Catholics maybe. But, that’s not what this church was about. It was about 
community. Coming together to worship God. If  I’m not embarrassed to wear 
something in front of  my neighbors, why should I be to wear it in church? They 
focused on community much more than at St. Vincent’s. They had a time where 
they had members ask for the congregation to pray for individuals, they had an 
individual sing a hymn to mark the one year anniversary of  her mother’s death. 
They greeted us as soon as we came in and said goodbye when we left. The focus 
isn’t on being formal--what the Catholic tradition is doesn’t apply here. 
Kelly: Those traditions aren’t foreign to the Catholic Church. I have been to 
masses where individual prayers are encouraged (just like what we witnessed), 
and even personalized music. The reason you didn’t see it was pragmatic; we’re a 
huge congregation compared to them. And we weren’t greeted because we came 
in the back way. Father Phil did say goodbye to us. The differences you noticed 
had nothing to do with doctrine--it was pure pragmatism. The biggest difference 
I see is one of  purpose. It appeared as though they gathered to teach, whereas we 
gathered to pray. 
Chris: I guess there’s something to be said about that too. Not all the changes 
we notice can be attributed to the religion--only the church. As I’m sure other 
churches of  the same denomination carry out services differently. I would agree 
with that statement. 
Kelly: I wish we had the time to go to a Mennonite church. My experiences at the 
Mennonite church have been incredible. I was publicly encouraged to genuflect 
and cross myself  in order to “be the best Catholic I could be.” It’s incredible; we 
have a Mennonite man who is very active on Catholic retreats and formations. 
They’ve actually merged some customs...it’s really neat. 
Chris: Methodists have communion--but we let others take it. 
Chris: *we=they (I’m only a Methodist when it’s convenient). 
Kelly: Mennonites also have communion, but only baptized Christians can take it. 
Because I’m a practicing, baptized Catholic, I was allowed to take it. The idea that 
communion is only for those who truly understand it isn’t a Catholic idea. Ha: 
Catholic means universal. That sentence made me laugh. Okay, sorry. 
Chris: Did we mention that you laughed out loud during the Baptist service? 
Because I want to make sure that makes it in. 
Kelly: All the fire and brimstones, clapping and shouting was funny. It confirmed 
the stereotypes so perfectly... 
Chris: Actually, both churches lived up to their stereotypes. Maybe we should do 
another story called “All I learned about religion I got from stereotypes” 
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Historically, stereotypes are difficult to break. Our presidents 
still have affairs, the Cubs still can’t win a game and 
students still think that band is cool. The oh-so-cliché 

“religious right” is not such a right-wing faction anymore. In fact, 
the Catholic church, arguably the most archaic form of  Christianity 
does not endorse right-wing politics. As surprising as it may sound, it 
endorses individualized thinking and weighing of  important issues. 
By no means is it an easy choice. Suzy Samuels (office manager at St. Vincent 
de Paul parish) explains this when she notes that a candidate can be perfect 
in all but one area. Catholic doctrine strictly prohibits abortion, so a pro-life 
candidate is favorable. At the same time, a more liberal candidate may have 
favorable economic plans that help the poor on welfare and minimum wage.  
“It’s a difficult choice for Catholics,” Samuels said. “We do have a moral 
duty to vote.” 

This duty segregates the Catholic church from other Christian 
perspectives. Employees at St. Vincent—as well as Catholic youth 
leader—confirmed that it is considered our duty to take care of  the world.  
“The idea of  simply leaving it up to God is really a cop-out,” Patricia 
O’Connor (director of  religious education) said. “We have a real sense of  
responsibility.”

While she cannot legally endorse a candidate, she understands 
the complications of  aligning the candidates with church issues. She 
referred back to the concept of  social justice versus abortion, and notes 
that it may be impossible for a Catholic to vote in good conscience.   
It was interesting to hear the differing opinions of  Catholics who intend 
on voting in the upcoming election. Most plan on voting for McCain 
because they hold a pro-life candidate as the highest priority for them, 
although some intend on voting in the Democratic primaries simply to 
stop Hillary Clinton. In all honesty, it tends to be emotional voting, rather 
than carefully planned decisions—although that can be said of  any party, 
regardless of  religion. 

Catechism-22
Photos and text by Kelly Frye
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It took me a while to stop laughing after I had set the book down 20 
pages in.  I gave it a chance, but after a while I couldn’t see what point she 
was trying to make.  It seemed that her arguments attempted to showcase 
the idea that liberals hate Christians more than anything else. This is, 
of  course, disregarding entirely groups such as the Christian Democrat 
Organization of  America, which to Coulter must seem like a conservative 
holocaust.  I shook my head and picked up Paradise Lost instead.

Rather than tossing aside Coulter’s remarks and leaving it at that, 
I decided to get another opinion.  That’s when I found Reverend Mark 
Fenstermacher, who managed to set aside some time for me near the 
busiest time of  his year at the Trinity United Methodist Church.

After a quick synopsis of  the Methodist way of  life, intermingled with 
some C.S. Lewis quotes, I asked Mark (just Mark, he assured me) what he 
thought of  the religious divide occurring due to political differences.  He 
leaned forward in his rocking chair as if  to reveal some great secret for 

my ears alone.
“The problem your generation in particular will likely have to deal 

with is tribalism,” Fenstermacher said. “At one point, you have to decide 
whether you are a citizen of  the world or if  your personal identity is your 
tribal identity.  I should never allow my tribal identity, my roots, to start 
building walls around me.”

He acknowledged the political rift between denominations that has 
been steadily growing in recent years, as well.  

“I recall talking to a Catholic the other week who made the comment, 
‘In OUR faith. . .’ and last I checked, the New Testament says we 
as Christians believe in one baptism, one Lord,” Fenstermacher said.  
“The Christian faith is one faith.”  

He added, “People of  faith need to have a sense of  humility. There’s 
a real virulent stream of  fundamentalism out there, in Christianity, 
in Judaism, in Islam, in all faiths.”

By Jared Schooley

RELIGIOUS
Where has the

RIGHTgone?
n a whim, I picked up a book at the library the other day called GODLESS. It was 
by conservative author and columnist Ann Coulter.  If  you don’t know anything 
about Ann Coulter, may I suggest you play a BLACK SABBATH album backwards to 

get her general philosophy.  Strangely enough, the heathen liberals that she criticizes 
in her books and columns (ad nauseam) are the ones gaining steam as more and more 
conservative policies fall by the wayside.  The CATHOLIC Church’s stress upon “social sins” 
along with the traditional sins, i.e. LUST, GREED, WRATH, etc., exhibits the surge in LIBERAL 
POLICIES that have overtaken the traditionally conservative mainstream view recently.
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People of faith need to have a sense of humility

”
“
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In addition, he 
noted that people shouldn’t be alienated from one another through faith.

“Really, it ought to be possible for a Catholic, a Mormon, a Methodist and a 
Muslim to go and grab a Coke and just have a conversation,” he said.  (“But, the 
Mormon will need a caffeine free Coke,” he added with a friendly grin.)

He summed it up in political terms, saying, “A Catholic shouldn’t vote for 
someone just because that person is a Catholic.  A Muslim shouldn’t vote for 
someone just because they are a Muslim.  The same goes for any religion.” 

Mark related next the days when he and his church began tutoring at local 
schools, and how the administration was initially wary of  letting the church do 
this.  

“Any time Christians talk about getting into the school, it’s almost always to 
get in to control,” Fenstermacher said.  “What we said when we went into the 
schools was, ‘We aren’t here to control, we’re here to serve.’” 

He stressed a “third way” for the Church to work with government.  “Not 
by controlling it, but by transforming society in a positive way.  In John 13, 
where Jesus washes the disciples’ feet. . . Let’s do that, and see what God does 
with it.”  

“People have to be careful,” Fenstermacher said.  “Candidates need to be 
upfront about their faith, but we don’t want a theocracy.”

Then, without prompting, he brought up the one person I had been eagerly 
anticipating discussing. 

“Ann Coulter speaks like a person of  faith, and the venom that comes out of  
her is just breathtaking.  I mean, wow!”  His laughter subsided, and he stated his 
point with a serious stare.  “I think a lot of  times Christians ought to just shut 
their mouths, and they ought to try loving God and loving their neighbor.”

In the eyes of  the pastor, the leftist shift has both positive and negative 
attributes. 

“In the last 20 years, if  you were a person of  faith or morals or values, and 
you thought these things were important, you were on the right side. People 
on the right side tend to stress a certain part of  Scripture, personal morality,”  
Fenstermacher said. “That’s a good thing, too, but people on the left are having to 
relearn how to talk about their faith in a real way.  That’s what’s happening.” 

As an example, he recounted to me the memorable time that Howard Dean 
said his favorite New Testament book was Job.  “That’s the kind of  thing that’ll 
get you in trouble,” Fenstermacher said. 

“Now, Democrats stress social sins, whereas Republicans focus on personal 
sins,” he said. “But both are equally important.”

He concluded, “There’s a place for the religious right and for the religious left.  
Religious politicians need to hold to their faith.  Christians need to keep asking 
themselves, ‘Are all these things that we are doing in line with the teachings of  
the life, death and resurrection of  Jesus Christ?’”

So, rather than creating a divide between the religious right and left, maybe 
people should learn to trust both.  Whatever their religion, people need to keep 
in mind the core beliefs of  their faith and stand by them.  It’s not a matter of  
where the Right has gone, or even a question of  where to turn.  It’s a question 
of  cooperation.

Democrats stress social sins, whereas Republicans focus on personal sins

?
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B e n j a m i n  J a r v i s

WHY NOT A 
MORMON?

This electoral cycle, more than any other in American history, has been defined 
by the remarkable diversity of  its candidates. The American voting populace has 
now, for the first time ever, a legitimate chance of  voting in a black man as the 
President of  the United States. Even more remarkable than that, however, is the 
fact that a woman has a shot at being elected as well. Times have certainly changed 
on the issue of  race and politics. One issue remains untouched by the flurry of  
pro-diversity sentiment, however: that of  religion.

The primary campaign of  Barack Obama provides an excellent example of  
this trend. Though Senator Obama has parleyed his racial minority status into a 
major selling point of  his candidacy, his religious background has been the subject 
of  repeated whisper campaigns and outright attacks. Born the son of  a Muslim 
father whom he hardly knew and an atheist mother who raised him, Obama is 
now a practicing Christian. Even his current faith has not been free from attack, 
however, as critics most recently obtained footage from a 2001 speech made by 
the Reverend Jeremiah Wright (Obama’s pastor for two decades), made days 
after the attacks of  September 11, wherein Wright accuses the United States of  

sponsoring “state terrorism.” While the average voter would be appalled to hear 
an attack made on Obama’s race, regular (if  subtle) attacks on his faith leave the 
public unfazed, though whether or not they are effective in the negative remains 
to be seen.

The issue of  religion has not only been a pitfall for Senator Obama or members 
of  his party, either. Recently, former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney, a 
Mormon, saw his campaign fall short of  a general election bid. This was not 
merely the result of  his religious affiliation, but his membership in the Church 
of  Latter Day Saints no doubt played a hand in his campaign’s demise. This can 
be said with confidence because studies show American voters remain reticent to 
elect a candidate to office who is either a Mormon, a Muslim or an atheist. 

In a recent publication by the Pew Forum on Religious and Public Life, only 
53% of  Americans surveyed said they had a favorable opinion of  Mormons. Only 
43% said they had a favorable opinion of  Muslims, and the number dropped to 
only 35% when participants were asked their opinion of  atheists. More than four 
decades after the first Catholic was elected President, America remains reluctant 

Photo provided by Wikimedia commons



to accept into public office those candidates whose religious affiliations differ from 
their own.

More importantly, these numbers take into account the whole of  the voting 
populace, from the more religiously laissez-faire to fundamentalist Christians. 
When only evangelical voters (defined as white evangelical Protestants who 
attend church on a weekly basis) were surveyed, 41% said they were less likely to 
vote for a Mormon candidate, over 15% greater than the average response rate.  
Moreover, when asked whether or not Mormons were Christian, only 40% of  
evangelicals responded “Yes.” For a candidate seeking the nomination of  a party 
known for being religiously conservative, it seems that having a stellar public 
service record means nothing without a mainstream Christian pedigree. 

The nature of  modern press coverage is such that the image of  a candidate is 
often far more important than the candidate’s experience or the substance of  his 
or her proposed public policies. In order to avoid giving off  the image of  being 
too Muslim, for instance, the Obama campaign has emphasized his Christian faith 
in a recent speech. In it, Senator Obama said of  his pastor Rev. Wright, “I can 
no more disown him [Wright] than I can disown the black community.” The 
speech was considered a coup by many and has received much positive play on the 
internet and on cable talk shows. This along with a thorough rebuke of  the many 
talk radio hosts and bloggers who spread rumors of  Obama being either a closet 
atheist or a Muslim, has strengthened the image of  Barack the Christian amongst 

African-American voters. 
In sharp contrast to 

Obama’s tactic of  bringing 
out his religion in speeches 
and public appearances, 
however, Mitt Romney 
chose to downplay his 
Mormon faith in many 
instances. Seeing, 
perhaps, that the 
evangelicals within 
his party simply 
were not likely 
to be swayed to 

his cause, Romney chose to emphasize his experience and “Washington outsider” 
image, instead of  running purely on his conservative stances on social issues. This 
proved costly, however, as evangelical groups fomented dissent within the party, 

many attacking Romney for 
once being pro-choice on the 
issue of  abortion.

This reality of  candidates 
being forced to distance 
themselves from their own 
religious backgrounds 
(or the religions of  their 
ancestors) may not exist 
for long, however. Much 
like John F. Kennedy broke 
through the religious barrier 
in 1961, a new generation 
of  American politicians 
promises to change the 
cultural landscape for the better 
in years to come. 

A variety of  indicators show a coming 
sea change in public opinion regarding religious minorities. The first is that of  
sheer population. The Church of  Latter Day Saints, for example, is the third 
fastest growing religion in the United States, and already has nearly 3 million 
members. Opinion of  American Muslims is likely to change in the coming decades 
as well, as 2.4 million Muslims reside in the United States and many American 
communities (notably Dearborn, Michigan) are becoming centers for Islamic 
culture and religious study in the United States. Perhaps most importantly, the 
Pew Forum’s study also finds that over 16% of  Americans label themselves 
“Religiously Unaffiliated,” meaning that they are either atheists, agnostics, or 
“nothing in particular.” This number nearly doubles when only those between the 
ages of  18 and 29 are surveyed. As this generation of  unaffiliated voters grows 
older, the importance of  a candidate’s image can be expected to diminish.

Though America remains decidedly intolerant regarding religious minorities 
for the short term, changes in population and public perception may yet overcome 
generations of  negative stereotypes. One can only hope that, on the eve of  the 
first major-party Presidential nomination of  an African American, the American 
voter can find in his conscience the willingness to cast aside prejudices and 
embrace religious diversity in public life.

As this generation of unaffiliated voters grows older, the importance of a candidate’s image can be expected to diminish.

When asked whether or not Mormons were Christian, only 40% of evangelicals responded “Yes”
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Dots and Squares 
Begin by drawing a 
grid of  dots on the 
paper. Using lined 
paper or graph 
paper can make this 
a little easier. The 
first person draws 
a line connecting 
two dots beside 
each other. The 
second player then 
draws another line 
to connect another 
two dots. The goal 
is to be the person 
who draws the last 
side of  a square. 
Then you put your initials inside the square(or some other abbreviation to 
claim your square). In some versions of  this game, if  you complete a square 
you get another turn. The player with the most squares when all the squares 
are drawn is the winner. 
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“
”

Junior Miss Pageant, a college scholarship program for high-school senior girls, has 
been growing ever since its founding in 1958.  • 1958- Mobile, Alabama held the first-ever Junior Miss Pageant 
with 18 states represented. Girls are judged on scholastics, interview, talent, fitness and self-expression.  50 
girls representing the 50 states spend two weeks in Mobile, Alabama rehearsing for the pageant.  They also 
participate in community service activities.  • 2007- During the national finals, Junor Miss celebrated its 
50th anniversary. •2008- Liz Kelly, Elkhart’s winner of the talent and spirit awards in addition to winning 
the title of Elkhart’s Junior Miss, recieved a $4,000 scholarship and a chance to compete at the state 
competition.  The state competition took place in Frankfurt, IN for one week. The 23 Indiana contestants 
stayed with host families while getting to know each other and rehearsing for the competition.

Getting to know all the 
girls was a blast. We 
were all crying by the 
end when we had to 
leave. 

Picture from the 1978 Concordian. Caption reads: Proud parents, Utah and Colleen White beam with Indiana’s 1978 Jr. Miss.

-Liz Kelly (12)



Colophon: Many of  the design elements were adapted from the Chicago Tribune Magazine. The body font is 11 pt. Bell MT and the main head font is 59 pt. Twentieth Century MT. Pages were laid out in Adobe InDesign CS 2 and the pictures were adjusted using Adobe Photoshop CS2 using Dell 
OptiPlex GX270 computers in Jlab140. Pictures, unless noted, were taken by staff  photographers using Kodak EasyShare Z740 or Canon PowerShot A520 digital cameras. The copy was keyed in with Microsoft Word 2003 or OpenOffice 2.1, and some of  the editorial flow was managed through 
http://docs.google.com. The Papers, Inc. (Milford, IN) prints our issues, and we would like to give special thanks to our account manager, Bruce Bultemeier and evening outside publications designer, Jen Farmer. The Evolution Page uses photos that were found by using Google images. Also, the cover 
images are from www.iamaw711.org and www.freefever.com We thank our advertisers who allow for us to even publish a magazine, and we hope you thank them for supporting this publication and our school. We will continue to improve our efforts to give you a quality monthly magazine that you are 
proud of. 


