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§Spencer Roach

Welcome to the Bissextile Day (Leap Day) edition of The Minute. 
With the upcoming (at the time) holiday approaching, I thought it 
was really cool how we could have distributed the magazine on a 
day that does not even exist most of the time. 

I find the concept of the leap day interesting. Having an extra 
day in the calendar once every four years (with a few exceptions) 
means that we as humans could not devise a system that accurately 
divided the day and the year equally. 

The Earth rotates around its axis not in 24 hours but in 
approximately 23 hours and 56 minutes and revolves around the 
sun not in one year but in about 365 days, 5 hours and 48 minutes. 
It seems absurd that we could use a system so inaccurate that we 
have to compensate for its mistakes every four years. 

Then there was the Chinese calendar. By simply judging the 
calendar by the number of days per year, the calendar seems silly. 
The current Chinese year is 11.5 months, while next year will be longer 
– a whole month longer. However, the Chinese calendar uses the 
lunar cycle to determine the beginning of their years. 

This issue of The Minute focuses on the country where the spastic 
calendar originated: China. This fall six Concord administrators will 
travel to a school in China, and in my story, I figure out why they 
chose China, share the story of Concord Ox Bow’s trip to China, 
misconceptions about China and most importantly, the impact the 
trip potentially could have on CHS students. 

Because this issue required help from many people, I would 
like to take the time to thank them. First, George and Shirley Dyer 
(superintendent and music secretary, respectively) for allowing us to 
use the spectacular photos in the feature that their daughter, CHS 
alumnus Jenny McGee (class of 1995), took as a resident of China. 
Also, Aaron Zou (father of CHS class of 2007 alumni Sara and Chellie 
Zou) and Jan Folkmier (Ox Bow principal) for taking the time to 
answer all my questions and to explain the story behind the original 
China trip thoroughly.

Besides the main feature, this issue has plenty of other China-
related content. Kelly Frye’s satire, “What I Learned about China 
from Watching Mulan,” astutely and cleverly highlights aspects of 
the movie that could potentially mislead readers, and Chris Wells 
interviews potential Olympic divers Thomas Finchum and Olympic 
coach John Wingfield in preparation of the upcoming Olympic 
games this summer in Beijing. 

The rest of our content is located in the Table of Contents, and if 
you have any comments, email me at sroach2354@gmail.com.

On this page: Five people bike down a road in China. This picture, 
along with all the other pictures in the feature, was taken by Jenny 
McGee (CHS class of 1995).
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H
er family never missed church, 

and the only time there was an 
exception was if  my grandfather 
Gilldo Ferranti had to work or do 
something very important. My 
grandmother Frances Mary Agnus 
Ferranti – or as I call her, Mina – was 
a strong and practicing Catholic. 
The traditions she and her family 
held are numerous, and they never 
skipped a time, especially Lent.

 Mina always went for ashes, and she was always present on the holy days 
of  obligation. The priest would bless her and her family as they followed in a long 
line down the center of  the church by making the sign of  the cross, and each 
individual would respond by a gentle “Amen.” She always went to confession, and 
she never missed a fish fry. She and her husband consistently worked the fish fries, 
and the three girls – Suzanne, Janette, and Marianne – went along. She was an 
active member in her church and served as a Eucharistic administer as well. On 
Easter Sunday the family would join in the neighborhood exodus to the nearest 
Catholic Church, and the girls were all dressed in little Easter outfits that she had 
handcrafted by her own two hands. 

“I made most of  the clothes myself  because I was home all the time, and even 
though we lived in a neighborhood (it was good for the girls) I didn’t want to be 
coffee-clutching like the rest of  [the neighborhood wives],” Mina said.

Even though Mina and her family practiced the traditional Catholic ways, she 
was not entirely a “practicing Catholic.”

“Was I a good catholic? No. I always called myself  simply a Christian because I 
was raised in a Catholic and Baptist home,” Mina said. “And my Baptist grandfather 
thought I was going to hell in a handbag [for practicing Catholicism] anyways,” 
she said.

And so the stories were unleashed, and my perception of  my grandmother’s 
devout Catholicism was forever changed.

“I was never strong enough to give up anything and then I’d give excuses and 
– oh, I was so bad,” Mina said.

Trying to give up food seemed like the greatest idea to her because she was 
always trying to lose weight anyways, she explained.

“I tried to give up hollering too. That never worked out at all,” Mina said.
But the giving up of  food or hollering during Lent never went too far with her. 

She did not feel bad about eating meat on Fridays either, even though she was 
mostly at the fish fries volunteering.

“Do you think the Lord’s going say, ‘Fran, you ate meat on Friday’ or ‘Fran, you 
ate meat on Wednesday,’ so ‘shame on you!’ No, he’s not going to say that,” Mina 
said. 

She was always very firm in her traditions, but her beliefs strayed from the 
modern Roman Catholic.

“On Sundays my mother, who lived with us at the time, would go ‘Yippee, I can 
have a beer!’ because she would drink beer every day,” Mina said.

Because many Catholics, such as her mother, splurged on Sunday, Mina saw 
contradicting beliefs within the Lenten season.

“On Sunday’s the Catholics used [the day] as an excuse to do whatever they 
wanted to.”

§Alexandra Lutian
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State
Swimming

Some members of  the boys swimming 
team competed in the state championships 

February 22-23 at  the IUPUI Natatorium.  
The 400 freestyle relay placed 11th, Korey 
Schrock (11) finished 12th place in diving 
and Alex Burtch (11) finished third in the 

100-meter freestyle. 
From top to bottom: the team getting ready 

for the 400-yard freestyle relay, Schrock 
warming up before the diving competition, 

coach Tom Johnson keeping track of  the 
swimming results and the medley relay team 

after their preliminary round swim. 

§ Kate Kilgore

The CHS Academic Super Bowl is more 
than just brain work. It is a fantastic 
learning experience. In addition to 

competing, students enjoy socializing with 
teammates, and the teams get dinner and 
have a great time before the competition.

It consists of six different teams: math, 
science, English, history, fine arts and 
interdisciplinary (combination of previous 
five). Elaine Pyle (art teacher) is the 
coordinator of the Academic Super Bowl. 
She has been doing it since 1990 and has 
many responsibilities: scheduling the busses, 
arranging for food, traveling to Indianapolis 
for conferences and coaching the fine arts 
team. 

“I make sure it all ties in,” Pyle said. “I really 
enjoy it.”

Kathy Greene (English coach) has 
coached for three years. Her group consists 
of four members, and their works come from 
the Civil War. The team goes through a novel, 
lots of poems and a couple of short stories.

“We have tons of fun,” Greene said. “My 
group this year is very focused, and they end 
up teaching each other things. It is really just 
so much fun, and there is a lot of laughter.” 

Matthew Schrock (mathematics coach) 
has five members on his team. During a 
competition, the team (along with the 
others) sits at a table and answers 25 multiple-
choice questions.

“We don’t just sit around and throw 
calculators at each other. That’s ridiculous,” 
Schrock said. “Last year we got all of our 
mathematician questions right and I hope 
we make it in the top ten this year for state. It’s 
really fantastic. We have matching shirts.”

In the interdisciplinary team, the coaches 
pick the student they think is most qualified 
to represent their subject. Those chosen are 
put together to compete with other school’s 
interdisciplinary teams. One could call it the 
miscellaneous team.  

Jared Schooley (11) is on the English 
academic team.

“This year is all about the Civil War,” 
Schooley said. “What we do is take the things 
we read and break them down to try and 
find a common theme. It is good to be able 
to connect with other people in our group. It 
is serious, but it is not something that we have 
to fret about. I think it is fun.” 

The first competition was last Monday. 
The fine arts team finished in a tie for second, 
the English team placed third and the math 
team placed fourth.

The next meet will occur March 18 
at Goshen. The science team begins 
competition at 5:30.
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Tuesday
11:07 a.m.

P i c t u r e  b y  A l e x a n d r a  L u t i a n
T e x t  b y  S p e n c e r  R o a c h

An Elkhart Community school bus is parked in the Target parking lot Tuesday morning. To the surprise of  many 
CHS students, school was cancelled Tuesday because of  the snow despite the fact that Goshen, Elkhart and Baugo 
schools only had a two-hour delay. However, George Dyer (superintendent) noted that many other Elkhart County 
schools were closed Tuesday, and when he and four other drivers surveyed the district’s streets Tuesday morning, most 
neighborhood roads had not been plowed, making conditions unsafe for students to travel to school.

Winter sports come to an end
“It was alright, we improved from last season. A lot of  people at sectionals really swam out 
of  their minds. We did an incredible job.” 
–Alex Burtch (11)

“We wrapped up one of  our most successful seasons with a solid team. With the loss of  only 
two seniors, our strength will grow tremendously.”
–Dominic Bennett (12)

“We went through ups and downs, but overall it was a good season for growth and we have a positive 
outlook for next year” 
–David Yoder (11)

“It was better than last year. We were a close team.”
-Tracy Swain (12)

Musical News
This year’s Spring Musical, 
Anything Goes, will be 
performed March 6-8 at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are now on sale and are 
$8 for adults and $6 for students 
and can be purchased from 
Bruce Bordner (English teacher) 
in room 111.



When rumor of  a new Radiohead album arose, fans began salivating for Tom Yorke’s falsetto vocals and wishing Jonny Greenwood would try to ruin 
another song with his aggressive down strums (listen to the guitar on “Creep” and you’ll know what I mean). Soon, Radiohead finished recording. They 
called it In Rainbows.

The band’s contract with EMI was fin and they started recording on their own in early 2005. They began to debut songs at local sets and continued 
writing the rest of  the album, including songs for the second disk, which would be released with the discbox set. The album was first released online, 
in an avant-garde fashion. Fans could actually name the price of  the download. Many chose the price of  £0, but some actually bought the download 
and in doing so applauded the efforts of  releasing an album without any support from a record 
company.

The first song “15 Step” is a mixture of  steady beats, slidy guitar riffs and repetitive lyrics paired 
with the cheering of  children. With its energy and ability to mesmerize you with percussion, it 
is a perfect song to start the album. Following “15 Steps” is “Bodysnatchers.” The song starts off  
with a strong beat. Then Yorke’s vocals come in, much lower than normal. The song seems to 
revolve around Colin Greenwood’s bass. Only for a moment does the bass seem to fade for a softer 
sound. When one thinks nude, they think stripped, bare and minimal. Track three entitled “Nude” 
is anything but. Though a simple song, it differs from the rest of  the album in a very special way. 
About two minutes and 30 seconds into the song, string instruments erupt in the background, 
then leaves room for a solo by Yorke before it fades out. Introduced by Phil Selway’s drumsticks, 

“Weird Fishes/Arpeggi” was one of  the first songs on the 
album to catch my ear in a profound way. With lyrics like, 
“I’d be crazy not to follow where you lead” and “everybody 
leaves if  they get the chance and this is my chance,” this 
song captivates any listener to simply sit and listen to 
Yorke’s ballad. “All I Need” marks the halfway point in the 
album. Almost every Radiohead album has a song in which 
the listener feels like they wrote it. This is In Rainbow’s. A 
sister to Pablo Honey’s “Been Thinking About You,” “All I Need” makes a listener feel like they are listening in on a 
hopeless fight between a couple. It reminds me of  life.

“Faust Arp” feels like the listener is being pulled back and forth. Yorke sings the lyrics as if  he is just reading 
them, just is a very high voice. As in “Nude,” the string orchestra is present towards the end. “Reckoner” consists mostly of  Yorke’s famous falsetto vocals. 
Though it does not stick out in the album, it is pure genius nonetheless. “House of  Cards,” the first single on the album, just sounds like Radiohead and a 
listener would be able to tell if  they heard it for the first time. With the line “I don’t want to be your friend, I just want to be your lover,” one must question 
whether the author was listening to a little bit too much Bright Eyes circa Lifted.  “Jigsaw Falling Into Place” reminds me of  a twangy country song being 
played under a Radiohead song. Wrapping up In Rainbows is “Vidoetape,” a soft ballad that starts out with a piano and a familiar voice and softly brings 
the listener down from the In Rainbows high.

The album is no longer available for free download online but can be bought almost anywhere (as seen at Target) or ordered at inrainbows.com.
§Anna Campanello
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Ask the masses why the newest Super Smash Bros. is so good and you’ll probably hear nothing but a resounding, “It’s Smash Bros., duh.” Originally 
planned for a December release, until suffering two delays due to development issues, Super Smash Bros. Brawl is slated for retail availability March 9. 

Having snagged a Japanese import version on Japan’s January 31 release date, I can concur that the consensus is true: the game is just a prettied up 
version of  Gamecube’s Melee, mixed with a few new ideas. But that’s not a bad thing.  

The basic gameplay elements remain vastly unchanged from the two previous iterations, although veteran 
players will notice that advanced techniques such as wavedashing and L-canceling have been removed due 
to a new physics engine. The “brawls” retain the same formula as the previous games: attack your opponent 
until their percentage is high enough to knock them off  the stage. 

The new roster is perhaps the most exciting enhancement to the game, sixteen new characters are 
introduced, bringing the already all-encompassing roster to a massive 35 fighters. Newcomers include the 
already introduced Pit, Wario, and Lucas, while plenty of  surprises, such as Nintendo’s Robotic Operating 
Buddy, pad out the rest of  the unlockables. The inclusion of  third-party characters Solid Snake and 
Sonic, while a bit awkward, was a smart choice. Sadly, rumors are that the latest delay was caused by 
miscommunications with Capcom, which accounts for the apparent lack of  Phoenix Wright and Resident 
Evil 4’s Leon S. Kennedy. 

Items have always added a degree of  confusion to the matches, and the additions in Brawl do nothing 
but augment the frenzy. The two major additions are the Smash Balls and Assist Trophies. Smash Balls 
will randomly appear during matches, and the first person to successfully break the ball will begin to glow 
and is bestowed with the ability to perform a Final Smash. Final Smashes range from the mundane to the 
incredible, R.O.B. simply shoots lasers from his eyes, while Sonic will use the Chaos Emeralds to fly around 
the screen and knock off  anyone he touches. Assist Trophies are orbs filled with a random character that 
wreaks havoc on the brawl; a Nintendog will playfully paw at the screen, obstructing the players’ view, while 

Shadow uses a move that will slow time. Diehard Nintendo fans will 
love the wide selection of  cameos; even the original Excitebikers make 
an appearance. 

Unfortunately, due to my lack of  Japanese comprehension, I decided not to test out the new adventure mode, 
also called The Subspace Emissary. This mode gives players an eight-hour story to play through, in which they 
witness partnerships only dreamed up before: Captain Falcon and Captain Olimar joining together to fight Bowser? 
Amazing. 

Leeching off  the success of  Xbox Live, Nintendo smartly added online play to Brawl for those late night cross-
country tournaments. I only tested online with a local friend, and while most of  the play was fluid, we hit an 

unbearable bit of  lag once or twice, completely ruining the match. With the lack of  voice chat, online play is essentially useless. Grabbing some friends 
and screaming at each other makes for a much better experience than simply texting “lol pwned” after each match. 

If  you enjoyed the first two games in the series and don’t have a Wii, buying one is definitely worth it just to play the game. If  you already have a Wii, 
do yourself  a favor and grab Super Smash Bros. Brawl, unlock all the characters, grab some friends and say goodbye to the outside world.

§Kareem Albaba 

A Smashing good time

Experiencing Rainbows

Album name: In Rainbows
Artist: Radiohead
Label: Self-released
Producer: Nigel Godrich
Cover art: Stanley Donwood

Game: Super Smash Bros. Brawl
Publisher: Nintendo
Series: Super Smash Bros.
Platform: Wii



From the 
beginning 
of the 
revival in 
2004, the 
GTO was 
p l a n n e d 
to be 
produced 
for only 
3 more 

years, and it was. The total production number for 
all three years was 40,808. General Motors had high 
expectations for the new models, but the critics were 
not impressed. Frequently described as being too 
“conservative” and “anonymous” in contrast to its 
origional sporty design. For 2006, two additional colors 
were added to the line up, Spice Red Metallic and 
Brazen Orange Metallic, while Midnight Blue Metallic 
and Yellow Jacket were dropped
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1970

Sporting the new “Coke-bottle” look, the GTO 
isolated itself as a separate model series, rather than 
an optional performance package. Pot metal and 
aluminum grilles from previous years were replaced by 
plastic- an auto-industry innovation. This year had the 

highest figure 
of production 
for all GTO 
years with 
sales at 
96,946.

The first-ever Pontiac GTO, origionally an option 
package for the Pontiac LeMans, was available with 
the 2-door sedan, hardtop coupe, and convertible 
body styles. The car was a floor-shifted 3-speed 
manual transmission, but were also optional as a 
4 - s p e e d 
manual or 
two-speed 
a u t o m a t i c 
transmission. 
P r i c e d 
at about 
$4,500, total 
sales were 
32,450.

This model year continued the “coke bottle” body 
style. One of the distinguishing characteristics of 
‘68 was the body-color Endura front bumper. It was 
d e s i g n e d 
to absorb 
low impact 
w i t h o u t 
permanent 
deformation. 
A n o t h e r 
f e a t u r e 
also a first for the auto-industry, was concealed 
windshield wipers, hidden below the rear edge of 
the hood. The GTO won the Car of the Year award 
by Motor Trend and sales were the GTO’s second-
best at 87,684.

A reduction of body lean in turns, reduction of 
understeer, optional power-steering, and a slightly new 
style did nothing to help declining sales, which had 
decreased by almost half since ‘68. Despite the drastic 
decrease in sales, the GTO was the 3rd best-selling 

muscle car to 
the Chevrolet 
Chevelle SS 
396/454 and the 
Plymouth Road 
Runner.

The overall styling of the 1973 model was generally 
not well-recieved by the public. The squared-styling 
P o n t i a c 
G r a n d 
Prix and 
Chevrolet 
M o n t e 
C a r l o 
w e r e 
m u c h 
b e t t e r -
accepted. Lack of promotion of the GTO and a new 
competetor, the Pontiac Grand Am, led to sales 
dropping to 4,806. General interest in muscle cars 
was declining due to the emerging energy crisis.

1966

Pontiac GTO
The Evolution of the

1973

1968

2006

1964

Text by Jessica Bollero
Photos provided by Google images
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com, or  visit us online at http://jlab140.wordpress.com. 
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If  you dig a hole to the other side of  the world, you’ll 
end up in China. Even though I never succeeded in my 

childhood dream, I traveled many places through my classic 
Disney staples that really helped define my world. Bookish 
Belle and diversity-accepting Jasmine were the heroines of  
my younger years. When my ninth birthday rolled around, it 
made perfect sense that the Disney hit Mulan would decorate 
my party’s napkins, plates and streamers. With its exoticness 
and heroic resolve, I absorbed Mulan in its entirety and today, 
I can say in all honesty that all I know about China I learned 
from Mulan.

1. The first lesson comes within the first scene. As the 
ferocious Huns invade the northern border of  China, the 
Great Wall guards light a torch and dramatically proclaim 
“Now all of  China knows you’re here.” Despite their lack of  
a text-messaging system, the Emperor discovers the invasion 
within seconds of  screen time.

2. The women’s suffragist movement has yet to hit China. 
In fact, the only way that Mulan can uphold her family honor 
is by marrying well, which must go through the matchmaker. 
Mulan is expected to be quiet, graceful, refined, poised and 
punctual, which by my standards, is a pretty tall order. Our 
loveable protagonist, however, proves to be loud, clumsy, awkward and late all 
within the first ten minutes.

3. Chinese make-up is far more advanced than Maybelline. In a few seconds, 
intensely white foundation, red lipstick and black eyeliner can be applied. Later, 
as Mulan is disgusted by her appearance, she removes all of  her make-up with a 
single swipe of  her sleeve. The most amazing part? There is no mess left on her 
sleeves.

4. Chinese swords inspired the first jack swiss knife. They can kill enemies, 
reflect mountain points, provide conversation for comrades, trip opponents on 
rooftops and cut hair in one even swipe. Most amazingly, Mulan uses her sword 
for everything but killing.

5. The presence of  a loveable, fat pacifist to calm down any group of  friends is 
a universal occurrence. In China, however, he chants to calm down angry soldiers 
and daydreams about his next meal.

6. If  the Emperor is the most powerful man in China, his counsel (right hand 
man with a walrus-esque face) is omnipresent. This Chinese wonder can be found 
in the Imperial palace, in home villages issuing the draft and with the troops at 

training camp, all within minutes.
7. With the exception of  four men and Mulan, all Chinese soldiers are identical. 

When marching in line and singing together, it becomes apparent that the Chinese 
have developed clone armies that truly enjoy their occupation.

8. Foreigners have a distinct disadvantage when compared to native Chinese 
horses. During the avalanche in which hundreds of  Huns are killed, only Mulan’s 
horse can fight the intense force. For more on the Chinese and genetic engineering, 
see #7. 

9. The only difference between Chinese men and women is how they wear 
their hair. When Mulan throws her shoe at Shan-Yu the Hun, he doesn’t recognize 
her. After she pulls her hair up, however, he knows exactly who she is. 

10. Even men in China have difficulty speaking to women they admire. Instead 
of  professing his love for Mulan, Shang can only say “You fight good.” Which, by 
the way, is not even grammatically correct. 

11. The Chinese are worlds apart from the Japanese. The Japanese lived in 
isolation for thousands of  years, but the Chinese saw the integration of  many 
cultures for a long time. In fact, Mulan reconnects with her Spanish exposure near 
the end of  movie when she calls her father “papá.”

All I know 
about 
China I 
learned 
from 
‘Mulan’
By Kelly Frye
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Traveling to China

Concord administrators – George Dyer 
(superintendent), Wayne Stubbs (assistant superintendent 
of  curriculum and instruction), Rob Zook (CJHS assistant 

principal), Jan Folkmier (Ox Bow principal), Dan Cunningham (CHS principal) 
and Larry Mast (school board president) – will travel to Dalian, China this 
October for a week to meet with Chinese school administrators to observe how 
they teach and what classes they take.

In addition, the trip will be primarily funded by the Freeman Foundation, 
an organization from Stowe, Vermont that, according to the Macalester 
College website (that received a Freeman grant) “is dedicated to augmenting 
international understanding between the United States and the nations of  
East Asia.”

The arrangement was made by a foreign exchange program called Global 
Indiana. Discovering the origin of  the program proved to be easier than 
expected since it started largely because of  the efforts of  a local businessman. 
For this year’s trip, Aaron Zou, a member of  the board of  directors for Global 
Indiana, deals with the logistics of  the trip: lodging, transportation, activities. 
He will not be involved with the sister school (the specific school will not be 
known until this summer).

The Original Exchange
Zou, father of  CHS alumni Sara and Chellie Zou, works as the managing 

director of  China Industries, Inc. and frequently travels to and from China 
because of  his job. According to the elder Zou, when his daughters were in the 
fifth grade, he met a businessman, “Mr. Wu,” who operated a private school in 
Hainan, China. Wu wanted to observe a classroom in the US and how the US 
taught economics, and the only school Zou knew to show him was Ox Bow 
Elementary.

After observing Ox Bow, Wu asked Zou if  he could get the Ox Bow staff  
to travel to Hainan and educate students about free trade and economic policies 
since China at the time was preparing to enter the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and to become involved with global trade. Wu sponsored the Ox 
Bow staff, paying for the entire trip, so they traveled to China for about two 
weeks.

While Wu brought the Ox Bow staff  to discuss economics and free trade, 
Folkmier noted that they “were interested in learning from [the Chinese] as 
well.” They wanted to observe how the system worked – whether the Chinese 
truly outperformed us in education.

During the trip, the staff  made wonderful friends and continued the 
relationship with Hainan long after returning to the US. Many students came 
from Hainan to Ox Bow to experience the American way of  life. A teacher 
also lived in Folkmier’s home, an experience that served as an opportunity 
to exchange ideas. Overall, Folkmier said that “it was a very fascinating 
experience.”

In addition, Ox Bow officials learned that cultural aspects make a huge 
difference: they cannot be ignored in the educational process. Kindness, smiles, 
generosity – all are universal.

Misconceptions about China
One primary perception that Americans have about China is that Chinese 

students are smarter than American students, a perception driven by the 
fact that China seems to win many academic competitions, especially the 
International Mathematical Olympiad the example that Zou gave, where 
China won five out of  six competitions from 1999 to 2004 and won by 40 
points in 2006.

While the Chinese appear to be better-educated students, that sentiment

Six

As the country rises in importance, China becomes more 
mysterious. The public perception that Chinese students 
are much more intelligent than American students seems 
to dominate. If this is true, though, then one would 
think that American educators would be quicker to learn 
how the system functions. Regardless, the time has come 
for the Concord corporation to learn from this great 
enigma.
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+LOCATION:
Eastern Asia
35 00 N, 105 00 E
total: 9,596,960 sq km  
land: 9,326,410 sq km  
water: 270,550 sq km

+CLIMATE: 
extremely diverse; tropical in south to subarctic in north

+TERRAIN: 
mostly mountains, high plateaus, deserts in west; plains, deltas, and hills 
in east

+NATURAL RESOURCES: 
coal, iron ore, petroleum, natural gas, mercury, tin, tungsten, antimony, 
manganese, molybdenum, vanadium, magnetite, aluminum, lead, 
zinc, uranium, hydropower potential (world’s largest)

Facts About 
CHINA:



14 The Minute

+POPULATION:
1,321,851,888 (July 2007 est.)

0-14 years: 20.4% 
15-64 years: 71.7% 
65 years and over: 7.9%

average - total: 33.2 years  
average - male: 32.7 years  
average - female: 33.7 years (2007 est.)

+BIRTH RATE:
13.45 births/1,000 population (2007 est.)

+DEATH RATE:
7 deaths/1,000 population (2007 est.)

+SEX RATIO:
at birth: 1.11 male(s)/female  
under 15 years: 1.134 male(s)/female  
15-64 years: 1.057 male(s)/female  
65 years and over: 0.914 male(s)/female  
total population: 1.06 male(s)/female (2007 est.)

+LANGUAGES:
 Standard Chinese or Mandarin 
(Putonghua, based on the Beijing dialect)
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may not be true. The intellectuals in China, just like in the United States, are 
anomalies, not the trendsetters. In fact, some of  the less intelligent students in 
China do not even receive an education there.

“Americans educate every kid,” Zou said. “Because of  the sheer population, 
China’s education system focuses on educating the best of  the best.”

Chinese students must take tests to advance from elementary to junior high, 
junior high to high and high school to college.

Many kids were eliminated from school by high school, especially when 
reaching the upperclassman stage. Because of  this, Zou actually believes that the 
US education system is the superior one.

“The American education system is better because we have to educate every 
single kid,” Zou said. “That’s how you make a nation stronger.”

Ultimately, however, Zou and Folkmier both believe that the two countries 
have more commonalities than differences.

“If  we separate education from the political arena, then there are many 
commonalities that we can learn from,” Folkmier said.

In addition, Zou discussed the notion that China is still a communist nation. 
The reality, Zou said, is that China operates under what Zou characterized as a 
“national capitalist” system since some of  the principles are capitalism are present, 

but in China, the majority of  companies solely operate nationally and the majority 
of  the shareholders are the government.

Ox Bow was the first school in Indiana to do a foreign exchange with China 
through the Global Indiana initiative. Folkmier said that misinformation that Zou 
mentioned earlier about the country was difficult to overcome, noting that her 
generation grew up with “Red China” propaganda.

Zou, however, noted the unfamiliarity as the hurdle.
“Back then, it was a new challenge,” Zou said. “The unknown factors were 

more of  a challenge than anything else.”

The Big Picture
Next year CHS will have its premier Chinese language course. An exact 

number was unavailable at press time, but Bryan Waltz (associate principal) said 
that there will be enough students signed up to go ahead with the course.

In addition, Cunningham sees going to China as a great opportunity for 
CHS.

“It will enable us to have a real-life connection to a country that will be vital 
to our world economy,” Cunningham said. “Plus it will get us the opportunity to 
have direct contact with teachers and students from other cultures.”
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The road to

It was at those trials that he got second place in the mens ten-meter platform 
diving and would have gone on to the Olympics, but due to a rule that has since 
been changed, the first-place finisher’s partner was sent to Athens instead. Since 
the trials, Finchum has been training for Beijing with his coach, John Wingfield, 
and his synchro partner, David Boudia. 

John Wingfield has been a diving coach for 21 years, seven of  those years he 
has spent training Finchum and Boudia. Wingfield’s training methodology is a 
holistic approach that encompasses the wide variety of  components that comprise 
diving. 

“We just continue to teach on a daily basis, and work on the basics, and work on 
all the necessary components to do the dives: strength training, sports psychology, 
palates, conditioning—and then actual techniques of  the dives: belts, trampoline,” 
Wingfield said. “We cover all the aspects that it takes to create a diver, and we just 
stay diligent in that day after day after day.” 

Finchum is homeschooled and spends about 40 hours per week training. Finchum 
understands the importance of  and logic behind the profundity of  his training. 
And, to ensure Finchum’s optimal performance, the athlete has a team of  experts 
that help keep him mentally and physically healthy. 

“It’s not just diving,” Finchum said. “It’s a combination of  dry-land training, pool 
training and weight training. We have nutritionists [and] sports psychologists 
that we go and see to help us with the mental aspect. It’s stuff  we do on a daily 
basis.” 

 The aggressive practice schedule is not something introduced just for the 
Olympics; Finchum and Boudia train rigorously all year. Because the Olympics is 
not the only competition these divers will attend, they must train for a series of  
world-class meets. This year Wingfield wants his divers to participate in at least 
six top-level competitions. The team is currently in Beijing for the FINA Diving 
World Cup and will return, before entering into several other competitions, and 

finally head to the Olympics in August. 
“We come back [from the FINA World Cup], and we have a nice six-week plan 

from the time we get back until we re-taper for the Senior Nationals, which are in 
Minnesota,” Wingfield said. “From the Senior Nationals, we’ll want to go to the 
Canada Cup, then to the FINA Grand Prix Meet in Ft. Lauderdale.” 

 The job of  an Olympian, or any top-performance athlete, is stressful and has 
inherent uncertainties. With several performances a month, Finchum has perfected 
his pre-competition routine. The routine helps Finchum to deal with the stress 
and boosts his confidence. 

“The day before a competition I just train really hard,” Finchum said. “I 
normally go see my sports psychologist, make sure everything is in check, and 
have confidence.” 

Assuming Finchum qualifies for the Olympics at the trials (and it’s fairly 
certain he will), he will face fierce competition from the Chinese divers. The 
Chinese took the gold in 2004, and they stand a good chance at taking first again. 
“The Chinese are very good,” Wingfield said. “It’s very difficult to break that up, 
especially in their home country.”

However, Wingfield believes 2008 will be the year the United States gets the 
gold. He believes the fact the Chinese are in their own country will help Finchum 
and Boudia to take the gold.

“It’s an advantage for them to be in their own country, but it’s a disadvantage,” 
Wingfield said. “They’re going to be covered with pressure, so we’re going to take 
advantage of  that. We’re going to be a little bit of  the underdog, kind of  like the 
Giants and the Patriots. If  they leave a hole, we’re going to walk through it. If  
the door is open, we know how to go through the door and close it behind us.” 
Finchum echoes the same sentiments. He recognizes the Chinese divers are tough 
competitors but is confident in his training. The strong contest does not faze 
him.

The Beijing Olympics are about six months away, but for some that is not much time. The 2008 Olympics started for Thomas Finchum after the 2004 Olympic trials. 

By Christopher Wells
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“It’s definitely going to be tough,” Finchum said. “I think I’ve trained really 
hard and anything is possible. We’re going to go in ready to do our job.” 
And though Finchum is ready to do his job at the Beijing Olympics, he does not 
view his competition as enemies. According to Finchum the attitude on the pool 
deck is cordial and familiar. Many of  the world-class divers have become close 
through the multitude of  meets they have attended together.

“Diving is a pretty friendly sport,” Finchum said.
“Everyone gets along and we’re all like family.” 

Finchum has been training for the Olympics since he was 12 years old. 
Today he is still a young competitor. At 18 years of  age, he is much younger 

than Greg Luganis was when he won back-to-back medals for the United States 
in the 1984 and 1988 Olympics at the ages of  24 and 28.

“When I was like 12, I started competing at the senior level, and my coach told 
me I had Olympic potential,” Finchum said. But, it wasn’t until I competed at the 
senior competitions at 12 and was hanging in there with all the guys who were 
in their 20s that I knew I had a definite possibility. It feels normal now, but then 

sometimes you sit back and look at it, and you’re like ‘whoa I just competed against 
the best in the world and I did well.’ When you sit back and think of  it that way 
it’s kind of  weird.”

Thomas Finchum and David Boudia might be the United States’ best chance at 
Olympic gold in mens diving in Beijing. Ultimately, their youth, experience and 
training will not guarantee them victory. Their success or failure will happen on 
the 10-meter platform before an audience of  millions. While this might sound 
stressful and an enormous amount of  pressure to place on someone, Finchum and 
Boudia have been trained to deal with it. They will do their best to execute the 
sort of  performance they have been training.

“The future is bright,” Wingfield said. “The hopes are high. We’re just going 
to go in and do what we can do. The concept is to execute what we’ve trained to 
execute and to put the uncontrollables outside. We won’t be able to control this 
kind of  crowd, we won’t be able to control lighting, we won’t be able to control the 
pressure. We’ve got to put all of  that aside and execute at the time it’s to execute 
it. That’s what we’re going to accomplish.”

B A L L  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y

CHALLENGE+OPPORTUNITY
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CHINA
RICE
POPULATION
TINY FEET
GEISHA
CHOPSTICKS
DRAGONS
DYNASTY 
BAMBOO
PANDA
BUDDAH
BEIJING
CALLIGRAPHY
CONFUCIOUS
EMPEROR 
IDEOGRAM
ABACUS
ASIA
SANDALS
KIMONO
YUKATA
TABI
HAPPI COATS
JAPANESE
MUSLIM
PANGU
XIA
SHANG
ZHOU
TEMPLE
STAIRS
RULERS
SHORT
SCROLL
ROYALTY
SOUSHI 
DELICACIES
FOREIGN
JACKIE CHAN
FENG SHUI
INCARNATION
DALAI LAMA
WISDOM
SPIRITUAL
ETHNICITY
YAO MING

Top 10 Ways to Relieve Your Stress
10. Go on a rampage and start telling 
everyone how you really feel until you 
have completely unburdened all of those 
hidden feelings
9. Have a nervous break down and cry it 
out
8. Put someone down to make yourself 
feel better
7. Scream
6. Imagine that you are blowing all the 
things that have stressed you out into a 
balloon and let it float away, or shoot it 
5. Eat…. a lot  
4. Punch something
3. Get a massage
2. Take a day off from everything for 
yourself 
1. Fix the problems

Top 10 Ways to Pass Time in a Boring Class
10. Sleep
9. Good old fashioned spit balls
8. Do something distracting, yet not annoying to other 
students because then they will just get upset and everyone 
will attack you after class
7. Play tic-tac-toe
6. Do something mischievous and then when the teacher 
turns around, act like you have no idea what happened 
5. Doodle 
4. Count how many times the teacher does something like 
say, “Okay,” or how many times they turn left
3. Write notes to your friends
2. Make conversation with a random person or with the 
teacher to get them off subject and laugh to yourself about 
how clever you are for getting them off subject without them 
realizing it 
1. Daydream 
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BUDDAH BEIJING CALLIGRAPHY CONFUCIOUS EMPEROR

IDEOGRAM ABACUS ASIA SANDALS KIMONO

YUKATA TABI HAPPICOATS JAPANESE MUSLIM

PANGU XIA SHANG ZHOU TEMPLE

Kate Kilgore

The Road to China
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@  T h e  L a s t  M i n u t e

“
”

The biggest change that I’ve noticed is 
within the last fifteen years, they put in air 
conditioning and it has made the learning 
atmosphere  more enjoyable in the spring 

and fall. 

LOOKING BACK at Concord High School in the 60’s, it is easy to see that 
CHS has changed more than the students have. In 1959, the schools enrollment at its high was 
1,795, with three school buildings [consisting of  37 classrooms], a gym, and an auditorium. 
In 1926, Concord only consisted of  two grade school buildings.  Currently, CHS has enrolled 
approximately 1500 students in the high school and 750 in the junior high. Along with 
the high school and the junior high, the Concord community has four elementary school 
buildings. CHS holds over 13 departments, which have over 300 courses for students to 
take.  The old high school, located where the junior high is now, was a three story building 
with 63 staff members, four secretaries, and 15 bus drivers in 1959. CHS now has 157 staff 
members, seven secretaries, and around 38 bus drivers. In 1959, an ice skating facility was 
available for students. Now, we have two tracks for students to run on, and ten tennis courts. 
McCuen Gym, created before 1959, still stands today; however, some changes have been made, 
like adding balconies to allow the growing population to fit. 

-Stan Larimer (science teacher)


