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When I recently watched Terminator 3, I chuckled while John 
Connor, Katherine Brewster and the Terminator scrambled to 
prevent the machines from becoming self-aware while the 
general public acted regularly, in ignorance of the event. In 
the movie, the conventional wisdom of the world continuing 
at the status quo was dead wrong. 

While this issue will not turn to such drastic measures, we 
have found that the conventional wisdom, the status quo of 
certain statements believed to be true is questionable.

This issue’s inspiration comes from arguably the most 
interesting, required book I have read: Freakonomics by 
Steven Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner.

One of the main themes of the book includes the idea of 
correlation vs. causation, the idea that two events may be 
related but not necessarily true. Our main feature investigates 
three commonly accepted premises. 

First, I investigate the claim that playing an instrument 
causes students to receive better grades and score higher on 
standardized tests, including the SAT and ACT.

Then, Kelly Frye looks at the writing initiatives brought upon 
by the school corporation’s A+ plan (required writing prompts, 
for example) and determines whether these initiatives actually 
function as they should.

Finally, Benjamin Jarvis investigates the fairness of the 
ISTEP test. The No Child Left Behind Act places a great deal 
of pressure on schools to improve their test scores, but a 
startling correlation found in Jarvis’s piece could question the 
legitimacy of the test and the logic that schools should be 
punished for their low test scores.

In our secondary feature, Alexandra Lutian writes about two 
local people who have unique insights regarding the popular 
“Going Green” movement. While many in the media focus on 
certain aspects of the movement (the myth of recycling, for 
example), the perceptions from these two people differ than 
the mainstream opinion.

For the rest of our content, look at the Table of Contents, 
and remember not to act as the public in Terminator 3.

§ Spencer Roach
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Remembering the veterans
The reason why we dedicate a day to remember the sacrifices of 

the veterans

S
tomping up bleachers in McCuen gym, 
students take their seats and mutter to one 
another before another convocation last Friday 
afternoon. Instead of strong men bending 
frying pans, the special guests were sitting 
in a row – backs bent forward and heads 
dressed with hats hanging to the side, not out 
of laziness but out of habit. In front of them 
was a podium placed to recognize the special 
guests: veterans.
 It happens every year; CHS recognizes 
those in our community who have fought for 

our freedom. From World War II to the current War on Terror, the 
vets were seated chronologically, ages decreasing from left to right. 
The convo started with the presentation of colors. Vets, recalling 
what they learned many years ago, marched with guns and flags 
and placed the American flag and the Indiana State flag in the 
appropriate places. Many of the seated vets saluted, remembering 
the behavior they were once forced to know. After the National 
Anthem and recognitions of the individual veterans, the Concord 
Singers and Liz Kelly (12) performed. The convo ended the same 
as it started – with the presentation of colors and applause.
 As I looked out into the crowd of my peers, I saw blank faces. 
They seemed more interested in watching the ASL interpreter than 

watching Ben Clark (11) announce the wrong name. Few students 
can comprehend and appreciate what it means to be a soldier. 
Unless they have a family member in the armed forces or plan on 
going into it themselves, there is no personal connection between 
the student and the vet. The only thing a numb student can do is 
sit back and thank them with their weak applause. These people 
deserve our thanks; they deserve our full due appreciation because 
they are doing what many will not. 
 A personal opinion on the current war is not necessary. The 
war has nothing to do with veterans. It has to do with people, normal, 
average, everyday people who sacrificed months, sometimes even 
years, with their families and friends to sleep on cots in hot tents, to 
spend day after day sitting with their guns loaded, just waiting for 
the signal. They spent their time not with their wives and children, 
but with the same other soldiers, day after day. Not giving these 
people thanks for the events they endure would be callous and 
cruel. 
 In this time, after the sugar rush of Halloween and before the 
chaos of shopping for last minute Christmas presents, Americans 
slow down, take a breather and think about Thanksgiving. This 
November, when your family is going around the table, telling 
each other what they’re thankful for, don’t go the cliché friends, 
family and faith route. Think about why you’re here and who is 
responsible for getting you there.

E L  M I N U T O

§ Anna Campanello
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Potter’s
Marathon
CHS held its ninth annual Potter’s Marathon 

on November 3. According to Bob Bieber 
(art teacher), the team raised over $23,000 in 

anticipation of  the event, with more to be added 
with the sale of  pottery, which will begin the week 

of  December 17. Overall, the Potter’s Marathon 
has raised over $82,000 in the nine years of   

From top left to right: Jennifer Dawson (10), 
JD Hibbs (12), Kasia Serwatka (10), Tracy 

Nissley (12), Riley Williams (12), Rachel Bollero 
(12), Jennifer Smith (11), J.D. Hibbs (12), Kasia 

Serwatka (10), Tracy Nissley (12) 

An extra 
resource

§ Sarah-Jane Cikara

“Teachers, we are now going into lockdown.”  
Usually, hearing one of  the administrators over 
the intercom last week should not have shocked 
anyone, but when the announcement was made 
for a second time during second period November 
5, students and teachers were baffled. Due to an 
armed robbery at the Teacher’s Credit Union, 
Rich Matteson (resource officer) informed the 
administration as soon as he heard about the 
possible threat to CHS.  

With this information, Matteson set up a 
perimeter patrol on C.R. 20 while letting the 
school know what the suspect looked like and told 
the Elkhart County Sheriff ’s Department that he 
was out in the area. The incident took as little as 
15 minutes due to CHS having an on-site resource 
officer.

“He’s been a great resource,” Dan Cunningham 
(principal) said. “He was the first one to inform us 
about the lockdown.” 

A long time member of  the community, 
Matteson joined the Navy for four years after 
graduating from Elkhart Central.  While there, 
he competed in martial arts on both state and 
national levels.  He has been with the Elkhart 
County Sheriff ’s Department for 13 years.

“Being a cop is what I’ve always wanted to do,” 
Matteson said. “I was a police cadet for two years 
and County is always where I wanted to be.” 

  Since 1997, he has been a certified instructor 
of  the Emergency Service Unit (Elkhart’s S.W.A.T. 
Unit) and has been a member of  the team for two 
years. He is also a certified gang specialist.

“If  there’s a gang crime, I would go into court 
and lay the foundation for the jury and explain the 
differences of  the two gangs involved,” Matteson 
said.

Outside of  his professional life, Matteson 
coaches little league baseball and youth football in 
Middlebury. 

Throughout his time here, he has been a 
resource for both students and staff.

“He’s a great resource to all students, and he 
talks to classes about law enforcement and about 
making good choices,” Cunningham said.

Among some of  Matteson’s duties are any 
investigations on campus, such as thefts or 
vandalism. He also has lunch duty and investigates 
why a student has not been in school for a while.  
He, along with Tracy Armitage (assistant 
principal) go to students’ homes to see why they 
have been absent.

“He advises us on security issues and the 
safety of  our school[s],” Cunningham said.

The transition for Matteson has gone 
smoothly, and he feels positive about his role at 
CHS.

“Everyone’s accepted me for the most part 
and I look forward to make more of  a connection 
with the students,” Matteson said.

Photos by Bob Bieber
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Friday
8:23 p.m.

P i c t u r e  b y 
K r i s t a  M e v i s

T e x t  b y  S p e n c e r  R o a c h

The CHS offense lines up in the shotgun formation near the end of  the first quarter in their sectional 
championship against the Lowell Red Devils. They were looking to win their third consecutive 
sectional title, but in the end, Lowell won 31-21. Westley Smith (12) led the team with 169 yards on 
the ground. The Minutemen finished the season at 8-4, winning their second straight Northern Lakes 
Conference championship.

Prepping for pep band

“It’s going to be awesome because I’m going to be rockin’ it out on the drumset.”
–Charlie Burkley (10)

“I think it will be fun and an exciting experience.” 
–Jorge Guillen (9)

“Last year, I hear all the upperclassmen talk about how fun [pep band] is, so I 
joined it.  It’s really cool because now it’s my turn to tell the freshmen how much 
fun it is.”
–Nikki Allison (10)

“It’s going to be really big, really loud and really fun!”
–Peter Bone (12)

“It’s going to be great.  It’s always exciting and energetic, and it’s always really fun.  You can’t 
have a good pep band without it being fun!”
–Jessica Partin (11)

MACY’S
The marching band will be in New York 
from November 20-25 to march in the 81st 
annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.  
The parade will be from 9:00 AM to noon 
Thanksgiving Day on NBC. For more 
information on the trip, see page 15.

§Jessika Bollero
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just watch me

I’ll take the initiative
give me guidance that matters 

Join us for a
Campus Visit Day
Saturday, December 1
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Chicago Campus
Schaumburg Campus

Roosevelt offers degrees in Biomedical
Sciences, Business, Communications,
Education, Performing Arts, Psychology 
and Sociology!

To register: 
1-877-APPLY RU
www.roosevelt.edu/visitdays
applyRU@roosevelt.edu



“What do you mean?  Are we OK?  Of  course 
we are. The power is off, but nothing is wrong.”  
These were the thoughts that ran through my 
head as family members frantically called on the 
morning of  October 19 – the morning after.   
That morning I was more concerned about how 
I was going to take a shower before school or get 
my morning dose of  NPR during breakfast.  I 
had no idea what had happened outside my front 
door.

October 18 started out no differently than 
any other day.  With the fall play approaching 
and piles of  English papers to grade, I had 
thought that a day off  would be nice.  Little did 
I know that getting the day off  would cost many 
in my town everything.  

That evening as I was sitting in the den 
grading papers and watching the leaves blow 
past the window, my daughter, Destiny, crept 
into the room, scared of  the noises outside. She 
was concerned about the storms and where we 
would take cover if  it became necessary.  I tried 
to comfort her by reassuring her that everything 
was all right and that the storm would stay clear 
of  Nappanee.  

For five hours that afternoon, I had seen tornado 
warnings on the TV, but the bad weather had been 
headed for areas east and west of  Nappanee.  There 
was no apparent need to worry.  The colorful pictures 
on the news did not apply to us.  We were in the safe 
zone.  Besides, the media had covered the storms for 
the past seven hours, and nothing had seemed to 
change.  My family and I had had an overdose of  the 
weather coverage and finally turned off  the TV.  We 
couldn’t bear another Doppler Radar update on the 
nine o’clock news.

At 10 p.m. that all changed when the town’s 
tornado whistle blew, and my next-door neighbor 
called to offer a place to take shelter -- an attractive 
offer since we don’t have a basement, but I declined as 
the wind wasn’t blowing too hard and just a drizzle of  
rain could be felt from the front porch.  Five minutes 
later, the electricity went out, and we were cut off  
from the world until the next morning.  As the street 
lights faded, a young man came running down the 

street asking for shelter, which we provided, and after 
a few minutes, I agreed to take him home.  The next 
day I would realize that I had dropped him off  three 
blocks from where the tornado had ripped the eastern 
side of  Nappanee apart.  That night I was clueless.

I awakened the next morning to the ring of  my 
cell phone and my mother on the other end frantically 
asking if  we were safe. The tornado hit Nappanee and 
Kosciusko County very hard. The photographs and 
film footage of  the damage were horrifying.  It had 
completely destroyed a gas station, a large factory, 
several restaurants and many homes. The damage 
was so devastating that Nappanee actually made a 
CNN broadcast.  What a way to become part of  the 
national news!  

One of  my former neighbors, who had fought 
with her family for years to stay in her family home, 
had just recently moved, and she lost everything in 
just a few moments.  Family photos, heirlooms and 
her possessions were strewn across the corn fields to 
the east and west.  In one fell swoop – it was all gone, 

but she had survived.
There were many families in the surrounding 

housing developments that lost their homes.  One 
home had electrical lines fall on its roof  and a metal 
security fence.  They couldn’t escape until emergency 
vehicles arrived, but they are grateful to be alive.  If  
they had not taken cover, they would have probably 
been killed. 

I learned all of  this after going to bed the night 
before without fear for my family, friends or home.  I 
had been clueless to the fact that just blocks away, 
a tornado that had sucked up building materials, 
furniture and debris destroying everything in its 
path.  

These past few weeks, I have felt grateful for 
suffering no personal damage, but sad for those who 
have lost everything.  Several times I have asked 
myself  if  I would do anything differently the next 
time.  I know one thing; I’ll keep the news on.  Even 
when I think I’ve heard enough.

F e a t u r e

Information overload:
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§ Bruce Bordner

What 
might have 
happened
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The 2008 Presidential Election is just beginning to heat up, but candidates 
are already publicizing key initiatives they wish to carry out during their (as yet 
hypothetical) presidencies. Chief  among the wide variety of  issues and agendas 
is that of  education. For decades candidates have made promises and written up 
plans designed to fix the American public education system. During his campaign 
for the presidency, George W. Bush campaigned on his controversial “No Child 
Left Behind Act” that, among a myriad of  other things, decreases federal funding 
for schools that routinely fail to reach or beat the average performance level on 
standardized tests. No Child Left Behind (hereafter abbreviated to NCLB) has 
substantially shifted the focus in the debate over public education, placing much 
more emphasis on how a school performs on standardized tests compared with 
the state average. This standard of  evaluation assumes, however, that a school’s 
performance on state mandated tests 
correlates with the overall level of  education 
within the facility. In fact, standardized 
test scores can accurately illustrate various 
aspects of  an educational facility, but often 
correlate with factors outside the control of  
school officials. 

In order to discover what truly separates 
low-scoring schools from high-scoring 
schools, one might look at a series of  schools 
similar in some ways but vastly different in 
standardized test scores. To this end, take the 
examples of  Anderson High School, Concord 
Community High School, and Zionsville 
Community High School. According to the Indiana Department of  Education, 
Anderson averaged a 43.5% ISTEP pass rate for 2006-2007, while Concord 
averaged 64.8% and Zionsville averaged 91.5%. The current NCLB system would 
have Anderson and Concord placed on probation and eventually stripped of  a large 
amount of  funding for performing under the state average, whereas Zionsville 
would continue to receive federal funding. Proponents of  this system argue that 
schools will innovate under the pressure of  decreased funding, but this argument 
again assumes that the low test scores reveal a lack of  effort by students and staff. 
Taking a closer look at the data shows otherwise. 

Looking at the Department of  Education data for each school reveals that 
the percentage of  students paying for lunch without any payment assistance very 

closely mirrors the percentage of  students passing the ISTEP. Anderson, with its 
43.5% pass rate, has 48% of  its students paying for lunch. Concord has a 64.8% 
pass rate and 74% of  its students paying for lunch out of  pocket. Zionsville has 
a 91.5% pass rate and 97% of  its students paying for lunch. Though the numbers 
do not prove a direct relationship between the poverty level of  the student body 
and the student body’s performance on standardized tests, they certainly imply a 
correlation between the two sets of  data. 

Trends like these don’t only apply to these particular schools, either. 
Zionsville’s statistics, for instance, are mirrored in those of  Lowell, Plainfield, 
and others. The statistics clearly show that schools in better economic and social 
locales tend to have higher levels of  student achievement on standardized tests. 
This idea holds true for low-performing schools as well, as Anderson’s template 

can be applied to Decatur and Washington, 
as well as a disturbingly large number of  
other schools.

Moreover, these statistics hold true over 
nearly a decade, showing constant rates of  
high and low performance among schools. 
Zionsville, for instance, has never averaged 
less than a 90% pass rate on the ISTEP in 
over a decade. Clearly, schools with a history 
of  poverty in the surrounding community 
fare worse on standardized tests than 
traditionally affluent schools. Since this 
factor is completely beyond the influence 
of  school administrators and school board 

officials, one can conclude that the NCLB system is inherently flawed and needs 
revision, since one of  its critical elements is based on a faulty assumption.

The data clearly highlights an uncomfortable fact that school officials and 
federal policymakers have been wary to admit: schools in poor areas perform 
poorly. Teacher performance or school funding can be changed, but this does 
not address the problem of  poverty crippling the school system and student 
performance on standardized tests. Perhaps the solution here is to take a school’s 
economic and social setting into account when evaluating its students. Anderson, 
after all, cannot reasonably held to the same standard as Zionsville, when it has 
numerous additional hurdles to jump in order to give its students the education 
they deserve.

      ow often has the public been said 
something assumed to be true when the actual 
truth was questionable? These three stories 
explore statements that are seemingly true but 
upon further examination may be wrong. The 
first story discusses the issue of ISTEP. Many 
people assume that schools with better ISTEP 

scores are superior, but after looking at some statistics, a different 

conclusion can be reached. On page 
ten, the second story discusses the correlation between playing 
a musical instrument and academic performance. The correlation 
appears to be obvious, but again, the examination brings the 
assertion of causation into question.
Finally, the third story takes on the topic of the writing strategies 
implemented by the school corporation’s A+ plan. They are 
designed to improve writing skills, but the investigation suggests 
that the plan has not functioned as it should.

‘ C o n c o r d o n o m i c s ’
By Ben Jarvis

H

The statistics clearly 
show that schools in 
better economic and 
social locales tend to 
have higher levels of 
student achievement 
on standardized tests. 
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Tyler Stevens (12), a trombonist, has participated in the school band for seven 
years. He gained his start, though, from his parents.

“I started because my parents made me,” Stevens said.
According to conventional wisdom, students playing a musical instrument 

will receive better grades and higher test scores. This assertion originated from 
a wide variety of  studies endorsing a correlation between music education and 
academic achievement.

For example, studies by the College Entrance Examination Board have 
concluded that the SAT scores for music students average 51 points higher on 
the verbal section and 39 points higher 
on the mathematics section than the 
national average. In addition, a study by 
the National Educational Longitudinal 
Study states that high school music 
students have higher GPA’s than non-
musicians.

To test the correlation at CHS, 
Bryan Waltz (associate principal) 
provided The Minute with the GPA, 
SAT and ACT results for students 
enrolled in band and orchestra and students not in band or orchestra on November 
2. According to this information, students who play an instrument approximately 
average 1476 on the SAT; students who do not, 1403, a difference of  73 points.

The difference on the ACT is less profound:  24 for band and orchestra 
students compared to 23.3 for non-instrumental students. This smaller difference 
is most likely caused by a smaller, more motivated group of  students taking 
the test, negating the difference between band and orchestra students and non-
instrumental students observed in the SAT example.

Despite the smaller difference, though, the correlation should be obvious: 
instrumental students perform better 
on tests than non-instrumental 
students.

The most profound difference, 
however, occurs when examining 
these students’ GPAs. CHS non-band 
students from grades 10-12 average 
a 2.463 GPA, while band students 
average a 3.002 GPA – a difference 
of  over half  a point. Converting 
the GPAs into letter grades, band 
students average a B, while non-
band students average between a C+ 
and B-. In the class of  2007, seven 
out of  the top ten seniors by GPA 
were involved in music.

One could easily jump to 
the conclusion that playing an 
instrument causes an increase in 
academic performance. Is it logical, 
though, to conclude that the act of  
learning how to play an instrument 
will increase grades and test scores? Stevens has not seen any difference.

“I’ve been in [band] for seven years, and it hasn’t had much of  an impact,” 
Stevens said.

In order to examine whether playing an instrument causes students to achieve 
higher academically, one should first examine the reasons behind beginning to 
play an instrument. Generally speaking, many students in band or orchestra have 
parents that encourage them to do so. The fact that these students’ parents are 
concerned about their child’s success indicates a higher GPA for these students 
in general.

In addition, Gay Burton (director of  music) noted that in many cases, the 
band and orchestra programs often 
attracts students who already achieve 
academically; they already receive 
high grades and score near the top on 
standardized tests.

Playing an instrument can be 
costly. Ben Jarvis’s story discusses 
a direct correlation between the 
percentage of  students who have free 
and reduced lunch and the percentage 
of  students who pass the ISTEP 

tests: as the free/reduced lunch percent increases, the percentage of  students 
who pass decrease. While Burton said that the band is well-represented from a 
socioeconomic standpoint, if  band and orchestra attracts predominantly middle 
and upper-middle class students, then they will have attracted students who score 
better on tests and receive better grades.

Still, regardless of  whether playing an instrument causes test scores and grades 
to increase, those who play instruments learn valuable study habits – focusing, 
processing information, becoming disciplined and delaying gratification, perhaps 
one of  the most crucial habits learned in the band and orchestra programs.

“That kind of  thing has to 
happen to play music,” Burton 
said. “It takes a lot of  patience and 
perseverance [to learn how to play 
an instrument].”

Burton noted that the graph used 
to represent one’s musical repertoire 
would not be linear: instead, the 
graph would appear as a staircase, 
with periods of  stagnation followed 
by leaps in musical ability. Those 
who play instruments learn how 
to fight through these plateaus and 
break them to gain improvement.

Another thing to consider is 
that while it may not be the direct 
participation in music that causes 
the higher grades and superior test 
scores, participating in a school 
activity in general may do that.

“When students are a part of  
something, they achieve higher,” 

Burton said. “They’re a part of  something they care about at school.”

10 The Minute

Will playing an instrument improve scores?
“According to conventional wisdom,

better grades and higher test scores.”
students playing a musical instrument will receive

By Spencer Roach
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Does the A+ Plan improve writing skills?

 one must write about something one enjoys.”

Daniel Eichorst (10) has never particularly 
enjoyed writing, though he has no strong feelings 
against it.

“Writing for me is just writing,” Eichorst said. 
“I don’t particularly care for English, but if  it is 
something I can get into, I enjoy writing, and it is a 
strength for me.”

His improvements in writing have been very slim, 
however, and he does not feel that his schoolwork is 
helping, especially the frequent writing prompts 
required by all classes.

“[Writing prompts] are just busywork we do 
during class. To really get something out of  writing, 
one must write about something one enjoys.”

The mandated writing prompts were to do just 
the opposite, however, as a key action of  the A+ Plan. 
The School Improvement Plan (SIP) is in its fourth 

“[Writing prompts] are just busywork

 we do during class. To really get something out of writing, 

By Kelly Frye

year of  the A+ plan, a six-year cycle that began 
in 2004-2005 and attempts to improve four basic 
areas of  CHS: reading, writing, math and character 
development/citizenship. 

One of  the main focuses of  the A+ Plan is 
addressing CHS’ declining IPI (Indiana Performance 
Index) scores. The IPI is a statewide score on the 
ISTEP that is refigured each year by the state. It 
looks at factors such as past reading scores as well as 
demographic information, and estimates a score on a 
similar ISTEP test. Then, all of  the IPI projections 
are averaged to create a standard called IPI at pass, the 
passing score needed on the ISTEP. From 2001-2003, 
CHS was 3.7 points above IPI at pass. It dropped to 
3.3 points above IPI at pass in 2004, 2.5 points above 

in 2005 and 1.9 points in 2006. 
This prompted some noticeable changes in the 

A+ Plan, including mandated writing prompts in 
all classes, a school-wide use of  the Simple 6 rubric 
and increased emphasis on reading strategies. The 
faculty is also affected; the A+ Plan outlined more 
intense data analysis (each department has a Data 
Team), prep-period workshops every three weeks, 
two full- and four half-day professional development 
activities and a requirement of  individual goals 
and action plans by each faculty member in order 
to properly link the classroom and the A+ Plan’s 
goals. Professional development dollars will be 
used to fund training and the facilitation of  goal 
implementations. For example, these funds will be 
used to pay for the Simple 6 trainer to work with the 
faculty toward the writing application goal. As more 

of  these activities develop, it is important to note 
that the A+ plan says that “all workshops support 
the A+ Plan and directly affect student learning.”   
The data simply does not seem to match up. Since the 
cycle of  the A+ Plan began in 2004, the IPI scores have 
dropped 1.4 points. This data, though, could simply mean 
nothing about the state of  our school. Since the IPI is 
refigured each year, it could be continually increasing, 
and CHS’ scores simply could not be increasing as 
much as the IPI at pass. Without the IPI at pass scores 
being readily accessible, it cannot be determined 
if  this data reflects the quality of  CHS’ writing.  
If  the data truly does hold merit, however, the drops 
of  scores since 2004 seem to match up strangely with 
the A+ Plan. The idea of  causation would suggest 

that the A+ Plan is harming the scores, but this seems 
improbable. It can be deduced that the A+ Plan is not 
currently causing an increase in scores, but little more 
can be determined.

““[The decrease in writing scores] probably has 
to do with the level of  implementation,” Bryan Waltz 
(associate principal) said. “It might have to do with 
the strategies [the teachers] are choosing or the 
frequency of  the implementation. That’s why we have 
adjusted the plan each year.”

The most recent adjustments include two 
writing prompts per class each trimester and staff  
development about specific teaching strategies, but 
the data may still not match up. 

“We have to keep in mind that we’re not comparing 
the same group of  kids,” Waltz said. 

No single factor can be determined as the cause of  

the decrease of  scores. More than just writing scores 
have been decreasing dramatically since 2001; CHS’ 
demographics reveal a new trend in free/reduced 
lunches. In 2001, less than 14% of  the CHS qualified 
for free/reduced lunch, and since then, that percentage 
has increased to above 26%. It would be hasty to claim 
that the increase in free/reduced lunches actually 
caused a decrease in writing scores. Too many factors 
contribute to the scores to pinpoint a single cause, 
but the correlation between free/reduced lunches and 
the writing scores of  IPI at pass seem stronger than 
any correlation between CHS’ writing scores and the 
implementation of  the A+ Plan. Despite its claims, 
the data does not support the A+ Plan’s direct impact 
on student learning.

The 
data 

simply 
does 

not
seem 

to
match 

up.
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Farmers @ the Market
Disillusioned by the mainstream media’s perception of the “Going Green” 

movement (an initative to clean up the environment), Alexandra Lutian 
traveled to the Goshen Farmer’s Market in search of some new ideas that 

differ from the ideas given to the general public by many in the mainstream 
media.  The result: the stories of two people who offer fresh, unique insight in 

how to manage their own environmental needs. 

As Anna and I approached the parking lot to the Farmer’s Market 
in my gas-guzzling PT Cruiser, it became apparent to us that cars were 
scarce and that bikes and horses and buggies lined the inner gates of  the 
parking places. After taking a small detour to the local Potter’s Guild 
where ceramic artists were showing their latest work, we proceeded 
along the mill race and across the street to the rickety building with a 
screened door and paint peeling from the siding. The market bustled 
with a mixture of  cultures; from the organic driven hippies to the 
community driven Amish, everyone seemed to be in their prime element. 
Upon seeing a few familiar faces, Anna and I then stepped over to a table 
directly to the left where a bearded man stood talking with a customer.  
His stand included various vegetables, but he is known for his apples. 

Tom Stinson is a farmer who grows all of  his vegetables and apples 
organically. Stinson’s house and property is, as he explains it, “off  the 
grid,” and his home runs on solar power, which charges a battery pack 
that energizes his home. 

“To me it’s not frustrating at all,” Stinson said. “I’m committed to it 
and I realize that things can go wrong.”

As a farmer, he explains his relationship with the earth as a very 
important factor in his business. He feels the need to take care of  it; 
however, he views the idea of  “Going Green” as “pretty absurd.”  

“It [Going Green] is not an approach I find compelling or 
meaningful,” Stinson said.

He explained how going green should not be a communal decision 
but a lifestyle that an individual chooses. These words, as opposed to 
the ones used in the media, are fresh, and practically just make sense. 

It’s not easy being green
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I realize that things can go wrong

Stinson applies his views directly to his life by using solar panels and living off  
the land. The media’s large hash of  hardcore information now becomes mumble 
jumble when compared to what Tom had to say – it makes sense, as opposed to 
the media, where the facts are thrown at the viewers like a pitch from Detroit 
Tigers starting pitcher Justin Verlander (the facts being the statistics that the 
news acquires from the studies they research). The NBC nightly news broadcasts 
the timely series “Our Planet” and by doing this excites the public, thus turning 
them into raging global warming petitioners, but Tom explains “Going Green” as 
something the media has yet to discover.

Anna and I then pursue our next ambition – to interview the “lettuce lady,” 
(Kate Lind) who is widely known for her wonderful lettuce and organically grown 
vegetables. 

“I grow organic food because I don’t want to deal with the dangerous chemicals,” 
Lind said. “I wouldn’t want to feed that [chemically treated vegetables] to my 
own family, let alone others who shop here.” 

Kate explains her view on conserving and caring for the environment on 
a more personal level, much like Stinson did, and not the overarching idea of  
environmentalism that I often see on television, or read in the news. 

“I believe very firmly in going green, I have never had a dryer,” Lind said. 
“Although my son didn’t like that during soccer, we still dealt with it.”

But hang drying her clothes is not the only aspect of  Kate’s life she has 
changed in order to help the environment, she also believes strongly preventing 
harm to the soil; for herself, family and business’s sake, she grows, sells and eats 
all organic fruits and vegetables. And as a farmer, Kate does not want to harm the 
soil by using chemicals on her crops and fields, but all of  her beliefs are not for 
her own sake.

“I would describe [going green] as thinking of  our Mother Earth before 
thinking of  ourselves and conserving what we have here,” Lind said. “We cannot 
try to fool Mother Nature.”

Like Tom, Kate establishes her reasoning behind her beliefs and lifestyle with 
no statistics at all; however, it seems the media thrusts the numbers and stats they 
obtain from the plethora of  studies upon their viewers, waiting for us to embrace 
the belief  they portray, the belief  of  going green.
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T A K E  A  M I N U T E

Used with permission from www.sudoku-puzzles.net

SUDOKU

X WORD

Medium

6 9

8 2

3 7 5 8 9 6

3 5 1 6

2 7

7 9 4 3

6 3 1 5 8 4

4 7

4 8

Puzzle #27438

More puzzles like Kakuro, Futoshiki, Akari and more:

www.puzzles.li

Hard

2 6

7 8 4

9 3 7 5

4 8 5 9

8 1

9 2 1 6

8 1 5 3

6 3 7

9 1

Puzzle #49965

Free puzzles by email:

www.puzzles.li

Thanksgiving
November 2007

The Minute
1 2 3 4

5 6 7

8

9 10 11

12 13 14

15

16 17 18

19 20

21 22 23

24 25 26

27

28 29

30 31

32 33 34

35 36 37

38

39

40 41

42

43

44

45

Across
1. 1620 "speedbump"
3. A symbol of abundance
6. Dolores Mary O'Riordan Burton's band
7. Day to honor Thor
8. How you'd describe a cemetary?
9. Filling
10. Bedservice in the morning?

Down
2. Band will play in it
4. Like placing?
5. "I am" said in one syllable?
8. Rudolph was banned from these
10. Gracias for John
11. They take up residence.
13. Before Winter

Across
1. 1620 “speedbump” 
3. A symbol of  abundance  
6. Dolores Mary O’Riordan Burton’s 
band  
7. Day to honor Thor  
8. How you’d describe a cemetery?  
9. Filling  
10. Bed service in the morning?  
12. Exits  
14. Like a time for a deal  
15. Overact  
17. Three strikes in the last frame  
18. To subside or abate  
19. Neil Peart’s work instrument  
21. Turkey talk  
22. Sidney Poitier film: “Guess who’s 
coming to _______”  
25. A Cleveland team  
27. Rain below 32 degrees  
28. Maybe a weed, now it’s on a cob 
29. “To _____ is human”  
30. Like a way to figure out a circle  
32. “_____ and you will receive”  
35. Not French Fries, _________ fries  
38. Meijer and Target’s favorite day  
39. Month bloom  
41. Lewis’ “The _______ of  the Dawn 
Treader”  
42. Like Smashing Pumkins, but for 
spuds.  

Down
2. Band will play in it  
4. Like placing?  
5. “I am” said in one syllable?  
8. Rudolph was banned from these  
10. Gracias for John  
11. They take up residence.  
13. Before Winter  
15. Head covering  
16. A roll  
20. pressed juice  
21. handing to someone  
22. _____ Jones (stock market)  
23. The 11th month of  the year in the 
Gregorian calendar  
24. pigskin on grids  
26. Yoda might be one of  these  
28. “_______ good times” (a Kool and 
the Gang song)   
31. ______ holiday (financial institu-
tions)  
33. Kin of  pumpkins  
34. high degree  
36. A gathering (as in food)  
37. Way to get to grandma’s house  
40. Like wind-catchers  

Across
43. Sometimes leafy, other times spudy  
44. ate, presently  
45. Term of  endearment for spuds?
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“[The band students] continue to improve 
and are looking forward to New York.” 

-Bryan Golden (band director)

IN THIS PICTURE , the Marching Minutemen are playing on R I C E  F I E L D  in 1977 for an invitational. 
They have played in hundreds of  invitationals since that specific one, most recently advancing to six 
consecutive state finals appearances at the RCA Dome, a streak that includes two Class B S T A T E 
C H A M P I O N S H I P S , two Class B runners-up, a fourth-place finish last year and a third in this year’s state finals. 
Now that this year’s marching band season has ended, they are preparing for the M A C Y ’ S  T H A N K S G I V I N G 
D A Y  P A R A D E  next week. They will leave Tuesday and return next Sunday, November 25. Throughout 
their six-day stay in New York, they will participate in many activities: watching the musical Wicked, the 
tale of  two witches from Wizard of  Oz before they became the Wicked Witch of  the West and Glenda, 
the Good Witch; watching the R A D I O  C I T Y  C H R I S T M A S  S H O W ; participating in a private session with 
an accomplished actor, singer, dancer or musician; touring the United Nations facility; traveling on a 
cruise in Manhattan and playing in the parade itself  which R E Q U I R E S  S T U D E N T S  T O  A W A K E N  at 1:30 
a.m. After the Marching Minutemen return from their trip to New York, they will spend the winter 
months inside to get ready for next year’s competition in hopes of  winning a fourth state championship.

Picture from 1977 Concordian. Caption reads: a row of  flutes and piccolos play merrily along Rice Field.
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