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Doing the right thing



I Am America (And So Can You!), a book by satirist 
Stephen Colbert, made its way to the bookshelves 
on October 9, 2007. Colbert, known for his faux-Reilly 
show on Comedy Central, stated in an interview 
that he doesn’t like reading. “I’m not a huge fan of 
books,” said Colbert.  While The Minute staff has not 
published a book, this month’s issue does include 
many references to books. 

As a student publication, we are striving for a 
quality and professional magazine. We attempt to 
follow journalistic guidelines set by many authorities 
in the field. Layout, writing style, organization-- all are 
based on established sources like the Associated 
Press Stylebook, the Student Press Law Center, the 
Chicago Tribune, and in used in the making of The 
Minute. In essence, we try to do things by the book. 

Keeping with the theme “by the book,” we’ve 
written and compiled several articles for this issue. 
Anna Campanello interviewed the author of 
American Band, Kristen Laine, about her experience 
writing the story of the Marching Minutemen. The 
feature by Spencer Roach talks about the life and 
philosophy of those who live by the rules. In a special 
faculty-written article, Ms. Laura Livrone tells the story 
of a group of teachers who love writing. Those stories 
and more can be found on the following pages of 
this month’s issue of The Minute.
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Affected by a book
A guest writer discusses the Islamic holiday of Ramadan

O n Saturday, while most teenagers 
were enjoying sleeping in, I awoke early 
and had my first post-sunrise breakfast in 
a month. Dressed in our best, my family 
piled into the car and made its way to the 
mosque in South Bend for the customary 
Eid prayer. 
Eid, formally known as Eid-al-Fitr, or 
literally “ The Feast of the Breaking of 
the Fast,” is a Muslim holiday that marks 
the end of Ramadan, a holy month of 

fasting. During Ramadan, the ninth month of the Islamic lunar 
calendar, Muslims commemorate the revelation of the Qur’an, the 
Muslim holy book, through stressed prayers, fasting and 
charity.

During Ramadan, which began on the thirteenth of September, 
my family would rise for an early meal before sunrise at around 
six in the morning. Fasting from that point until sunset at seven 

in the evening, Muslims are required to abstain from eating 
and drinking; Islamic teachings are encouraged to be followed 
more closely, and righteousness in both actions and thoughts are 
crucial.

At sunset, our fast is broken by consuming a date, and 
followed with the regular sunset prayer prior to having dinner. 
Often times dinner takes place with other families in the 
community, each taking a turn to host at their house. A special 
group prayer is normally recited at the mosque following dinner; 
each night approximately one thirtieth of the Qur’an is recited, 
resulting in the completion of the book by the 
end of the month. 
       After the Eid prayer, the Imam gives a short sermon, followed 
by a prayer for the forgiveness and well-being of Muslims 
around the world. Most Muslims then spend the day enjoying 
the company of their friends and families, all while reminding 
themselves of the lessons learned during the month of fasting.

E L  M I N U T O

§ Kareem Albaba
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H’coming
The annual homecoming events occurred 

on Friday, October 5. Concord defeated 
Northridge 54-13, the senior class float, 

“Raid the Raiders,” won the float con-
test and Suraya Habib (12) and Jon Rowe 
(12) were awarded homecoming king and 

queen.

From the top-right corner: Habib and  Rowe  
are awarded their homecoming king and queen 

items. Seniors show their spirit on the homecom-
ing float, “Raid the Raiders.”  Juniors perform on 
their float, “Raiders Won’t Rain on our Parade.” 

Habib and Brad Harbaugh (12) walk as Chris 
Bahena (12) and Kayleigh Holland (12) follow be-

hind them. Colleen Finn (12) and Tyler Ormsby 
(12) hang out during the  National Honor Society 
Rockathon in the far end zone. Ben Clark (11) and 
Lexi Briganti (11) walk toward the middle of  the 

field.

The new 
digital 
library

Concord High School  i s  lucky 
enough to have an excel lent  l ibrary 
f i l led with up to date per iodicals 
and a great se lect ion of  books. 
Recent ly,  however,  s tudents’  needs 
have sh i f ted away f rom the pr int 
medium and towards the dig i ta l 
realm. The CHS l ibrary has changed, 
however,  to accommodate new 
needs in  the internet age.  Wal l s 
are now l ined with computers  and 
a large-capacity laser  pr inter  i s 
kept fu l l  of  toner  for  s tudent use. 
Though the pr int  medium may be 
decl in ing,  the l ibrary can remain 
an important resource to s tudents 
for  years  to come by making i t  a 
center  for  internet and computer 
use.

 “We have many computer 
serv ices that we offer  s tudents ,” 
R i ta R i tz ler  (media center  d i rector) 
sa id.  ”For  instance,  we have 
several  programs that we purchase 
for  our  s tudents  to use.  We carry 
S IRS,  E lectr ic L ibrary,  INSPIRE,  and 
others .”

Many of  these appl icat ions 
a l low access  to databases that can 
be a boon for  s tudents  look ing to 
do research,  as  they put hundreds 
of  thousands of  art ic les  at  the 
students’  d isposal .

Th is  does not mean that 
s tudents  should dis regard the pr int 
medium.

“Pr int  books are very,  very 
important,”  R i tz ler  sa id.  “There 
are t imes when pr int  i s  exact ly 
what the student needs;  not  only 
for  research but a lso for  le i sure. 
Le isure reading i s  important as 
wel l ,  because i t  helps to create 
l i fe long readers .  My overal l  goal 
i s  to create l i fe long readers ,  and 
reading books for  le i sure helps.  We 
also have the Rosewater  col lect ion 
of  books that s tudents  can take 
advantage of  for  independent 
le i sure reading.” 

The l ibrary,  i t  seems,  has found 
a way to change in order  to 
cont inue su i t ing the needs of  the 
CHS student body.  I t  wi l l  no doubt 
be interest ing to see how much i t 
changes in  the decades to come.

§ Benjamin Jarvis
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Saturday
1:17 p.m.

P i c t u r e  b y 
A l e x a n d r a  L u t i a n

T e x t  b y  C h r i s  W e l l s

Seniors pose for a picture on the steps of  town hall in Stratford, Ontario. For many, this is the last 
time they will grace the steps for the time-honored group photo before the last performance. Students, 
layered with shirts, coats, scarves and hats, enjoy walking around the small theatre town, shopping, 
eating and enjoying a cup of  organic chai. The two day long trip consists of  two plays, mostly 
Shakespearian, and a musical, as well as free time to enjoy the sights. Students this year enjoyed the 
spectacular performances play out by the fresh faces and seasonal veteran actors who brought to life 
the characters of  King Lear and To Kill a Mockingbird, as well as the residents of  Oklahoma!.  

Fall play makes students FAME-ous

“Overall, through the course of  our long rehearsals, the play Fame has really come together.”
-Allison Marsh (12)

“I have cancer; come find out where.”
-Travis Cox (12)

“I think you’ll be surprised with the change some of  the characters go through, and you’ll also be 
pleasantly delighted with Concord drama.”
-Carl Stutsman (12)

“This show is a real ensemble piece and the first fall play to have a full-choreographed number.”
-Erica Todd (12)

“This show is completely different from the shows we’ve done in the past 3 years, and the 80s hairstyles 
are going to be hilarious.”
-Liz Kelly (12)

November 1, 2*, and 3, 2007 
7:00 pm

$6.00 Adults
$5.00 Students and Senior citizens 
 
Tickets available the night of  the 
performance or by calling Bruce Bordner 
at 574-875-6524 Ext 86111

FAME Adapted to the stage 
by Christopher Sergel

*Friday’s performance will be moved to Sunday at 2:30 pm if  the football 
team plays in the Sectional Championship
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY–PURDUE UNIVERSITY FORT WAYNE

Make IPFW a Part of Your Life.
www.ipfw.edu/admissions

The values of a
Goshen College education

(800) 348-7422
admission@goshen.edu

www.goshen.edu

www.vergil66.com/jlab140
For the latest news at CHS, visit the URL listed above or click on the “The 

Jlab” link on the school’s website. Digital formats of The Minute are available 
for download there,  as well as weather updates and photos of school activities. 

The Minute staff would like 
to thank our patrons for 
their business and support. 
Without their contributions, 
this publication would not be 
possible. For those interested in 
advertising in this publication, 
please call 574.875.6524 ext. 
86140 or visit us online at the 
URL on the banner above.



F e a t u r e

It’s 4:00 p.m on the third Wednesday of  the 
month, and two Concord teachers (I’m one; Judson is 
the other) are traveling west toward the Mishawaka 
Borders to meet two St. Joseph County teachers for 
the monthly meeting of  Red Pontoon, a four-year-
old writers’ group conceived at a summer writers’ 
workshop of  Indiana Teachers of  Writing. In the 
Borders coffee shop we’ll sip lattes and chai and 
herbal teas and maybe nibble a scone or a fruit and 
nut bar. After preliminary personal news, comments 
about books we noticed on our way in, and lapses into 
pedagogy, we get down to the real deal: the writing 
we’ve submitted to our private yahoo group site for 
each other’s perusal over the previous month or the 
piece hot off  the printer we’ve brought with us.

Among the pieces we’ll share will lurk alter egos 
for each of  us – the middle class woman who swipes 
$80 off  a supermarket counter, the police officer who 
takes her to jail and watches his wife and daughter 
sleep when he gets home at midnight, a teenage girl 
whose mother makes her change her identity every 
time they move to a new city, a Midwestern dad who 
leaves a note and takes off  to the Great White North 
with only his backpack and returns forty days later 
to signs of  fowl play, a young Italian immigrant  who 
denies her true love out of  loyalty to her sister, the 
woman wearing chic khakis and wrinkled linen shirt 
like a character out of  a Hemingway hunting photo 
– all creations of  mild-mannered, Michiana teachers. 
These characters are born of  family history, personal 
obsessions, chance encounters, minute and perhaps 
dormant components of  our own personalities, 
and sometimes from pure imagination, from pure 
mischief

We also share pretty good poetry – sometimes 

really good poetry: traditional forms like sestinas and 
pantoums, haiku-esque splots of  imagery and poetic 
vignettes of  lost babies and rushing rivers and fear 
and storms. We share rejection letters and talk agents, 
publishers, magazines, contests (hoping we know 
something). We dream of  the day when we can thank 
our writers’ group in the acknowledgements page 
of  our bestselling novels. We laugh. And sometimes 
cry.

During the month we communicate by email, and 
we post our pieces on the website. When we show up 
without a new piece, we feel remorse, but the group 
keeps the commitment alive, even in the months when 
work and family and a million other obligations make 
the writing impossible for one or more of  us. There is 
always the group (cancelled only for responsibilities 

as absolute as parent-teacher conferences), bringing 
us back to the task of  writing and the social activity 
of  sharing that keeps the writing dynamic, for in 
the process of  writing, the reader, the responder is 
essential. 

We started as teachers who wanted to write, but in 
our hearts we wanted to be writers who teach, a clause 
made famous by the teacher-writer Linda Rief. We’re 
all still working toward that goal. Meanwhile, we’ve 
ended up colleagues, merciless critics, enthusiastic 
embracers of  each other’s work, and friends. So once 
a month on a Wednesday afternoon we set aside two 
hours to keep our commitment to each other, to our 
community of  writers, and to our commitment to the 
craft of  writing. It’s a holy time, a sacred time. And 
it’s a blast.

From a 
teacher’s 
perspective

7OCTOBER 19, 2007

§ Laura Livrone
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A m e r i c a n  B a n d  b y  K r i s t e n  L a i n e  b u r s t e d  i t s  w a y  i n t o  r e v i e w s  f r o m  n e w s p a p e r s 
s u c h  a s  T h e  W a l l  S t r e e t  J o u r n a l ,  T h e  C h i c a g o  T r i b u n e  a n d  T h e  S e a t t l e  T i m e s .  I t 
w a s  s p o t t e d  i n  B a r n e s  &  N o b l e ,  f r o n t  c o v e r  f e a t u r i n g  d r u m  m a j o r s  c l o a k e d  i n 
t h e  g r e e n  a n d  w h i t e  u n i f o r m s  o f  t h e  C H S  M a r c h i n g  M i n u t e m e n .  I t  m e n t i o n e d 
n o t  o n l y  t h e  b a n d ,  t h e  s c h o o l ,  t h e  a r e a  a n d  s e v e r a l  s t u d e n t s ,  s t a f f  a n d 
p a r e n t  v o l u n t e e r s  o f  C H S ,  b u t  a l s o  m a s s e s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
f a c t s  a b o u t  E l k h a r t .  T h e  C H S  c o m m u n i t y  w e l c o m e d  L a i n e  a n d  h e r  b o o k  f r o m 
s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h .  F r o m  b o o k  r e a d i n g s  i n  t h e  C L R  t o  a i r  t i m e  o n  W T R C ,  L a i n e  w a s 
“ q u i t e  t h r i l l e d  b y  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  t h e  b o o k  h a s  r e c e i v e d . ”

Kristen: I’m all yours, Anna!

Anna: So Kristen, I have to ask: Why Elkhart, Indiana? What drew you this town 
and particularly, the high school?

Kristen: There are several reasons I picked 
Elkhart -- and Concord -- as the place to 
write a book about high school marching 
bands. Let me start with the most obvious. 
I’d already done some research about the 
current world of  high school marching 
bands (as opposed to the marching bands 
that I was familiar with from my time in 
high school, in Richmond). So I knew that 
I was looking for a band that competed in 
the ISSMA field-show competitions. More 
than that, I wanted them to be pretty well 
assured a spot in the state finals.

Anna: I see.

Kristen: I didn’t have a clear preference for 
class, so I was willing to consider Class A 
bands down to Class D bands. Still, that did 
narrow the search. Beyond that, though, I 
wanted to include a chapter about the State Fair contest. Once I included that 
as a factor, Concord became nearly the only school to consider. I still find it 
somewhat surprising that it’s the only band in the state that routinely makes it 
to the finals of  both contests. One last thing: My decision to pick Concord was 
helped enormously by two more things: One, Elkhart was the band instrument 
manufacturing capital of  the world, or had once been. And two, Concord was the 

defending state champion in Class B. That made for some narrative tension even 
before I met any more directors or students.

Anna: Did you know anyone in the area that encouraged you to pick CHS?

Kristen: Interesting question, 
Anna. Tom Dirks, who was the just-
retired director at Center Grove, 
put together a meeting of  directors 
for me in January 2004. I met Max 
Jones there. I was impressed by him 
right away. He had driven down from 
Elkhart that morning after attending 
a memorial service. He’d listened to 
possible choices for the 2004 show 
on the way down. (Always working, 
that man.) I liked the way his eyes 
sparkled when he talked, liked that he 
had a sense of  humor about himself, 
and noticed how the other directors 
responded to him with deference (and 
some joking.) I knew by then that I 
wanted to spend time in a program 
that I liked - I wasn’t looking for an 
expose. I was cautioned, I should tell 

you, that Max Jones and the Concord program were not representative of  the 
state of  marching bands in Indiana. But someone told me that both represented 
the best of  bands in the state. I think my time at Concord bore that out.

Anna: The book goes into both students’ and directors’ lives. Was that part of  the 
original idea you had for the book?

I knew by then 
that I wanted to 
spend time in a 
program that I 
liked - I wasn’t 
looking for an 

expose

§ Anna Campanello

BOOKBY 
THE

In a recent interview, Laine answers questions about the band, the community and 
the struggle to remain a narrator to the characters in her book.
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When a 
community 

has those 
deep roots, 

certain things 
are passed 
down from 

generation to 
generation, 

almost as if in 
the blood. 

Kristen: My idea from the beginning was to write the book as narrative nonfiction. 
So I knew from the beginning that I would be looking for stories in the students’ 
lives and in the directors’. I tried not to have preconceived notions from the start, 
though.
 
Anna: What did you expect the community’s reaction to the book would be? 
Did you expect positive or negative feedback? Also, were their real reactions 
surprising?

Kristen: I tried not to have many expectations about the community’s reaction to 
the book. At times I found it scary to imagine, so I tried not to think about it. I 
knew that I felt warmly toward the community, the school, the band, the people I 
was writing about...but I also had stories to tell that were, in my mind, complex and 
nuanced -- and not always positive. In some cases, I specifically selected parts of  
a story that would create a better narrative tension or drive. It was true, still, but 
slanted as well. In one case I can think of, I told Nick Stubbs, the drumline captain 
in 2004, that I was going to concentrate on the negatives of  his initial experience, 
in part because I thought it would set up his narrative arc more strongly. I was 
surprised by how warmly so many people have received the book...I tell people 
that I kept the directors’ early hours and the students’ late hours.

Anna: How long did you spend with these “characters” on a weekly basis? How 
long in total did you spend doing research in Elkhart?
 
Kristen: As for how much time I spent with the people I wrote about, well, I went 
to every practice (except those few times I visited another school.) and a lot of  
their classes. I went to church with some of  the students, to some of  their parties. 
And then after I left, I spent hundreds of  hours going over the events in the book 
with the people involved.

Anna: Could you say that most of  what was going on in the book you 
experienced? 

Kristen: I would say that everything that went on in the book happened. And that 
I was present for much of  the “band” stuff. But other things, especially things that 
happened only to one or two students -- that was information I usually received 
from them.

Anna: With all the research involved, about how long did it take for the book to be 
finished? When I say finished, I mean on the shelves finished.



When Kristen Laine came to CHS and talked to my 
fellow staff  members and me (as well as the AP English 
Language classes), she discussed many of  her writing 
experiences.  More importantly to me, it brought back 
some of  the memories from my freshman year when I 
participated in marching band.

In a private conversation between the two of  us, I 
was surprised to hear how much she remembered how 
I felt about the band, which unfortunately was not 
pleasant. Being in the pit, spending dozens of  hours, and 
seemingly wasting time by practicing music that didn’t 
need to be practiced annoyed me beyond comprehension. 
Any challenging music given to me was taken away, and I 
was stuck with music that bored me to complacency.

That being said, although I have not read the 
complete book yet, the small sections that I did read 
captivated me greatly. During Laine’s discussion, I read 
through the intro and other sections of  the book and had 
to fight the urge to continue reading while Laine talked. 
The personalities and memories that I had not considered 
for the past two to three years resurfaced immediately. 
Personally, I plan on reading it whenever I get the chance 
to do so.

10 The Minute

Interview with Laine continued...

Memories resurfaced

§ Spencer Roach

Kristen: I lived in Elkhart for nearly 6 months. Nearly 
all that time was research, not writing. Then it took 
me 11 months to get a contract, and, let’s see... -- you’d 
think I’d done this before, but in fact I haven’t --

Anna: Oh wow. I’m honored to be the first to know.

Kristen: 18 months to write the book and edit it. It 
went to press sometime in June. I got my first copy the 
day we left for a family vacation in England, on July 
5. The official release date was August 2. Basically, 
three years....

Anna: I see. 

Kristen: I knew the three years part, but I think I 
haven’t wanted to know how long the writing took. 
That was HARD!

Anna: Were you drawn to certain 
people in the band? You mention 
Grant and other band leaders, 
but were certain individuals 
more interesting than others?

Kristen: LOTS of  people were 
really interesting to me! And 
many of  them I couldn’t write 
about. Some stories didn’t fit the 
book’s eventual structure. But 
I’d say I found myself  generally 
drawn to people who stuck out. 
That might sound strange, but 
I mean it partly in the sense 
that someone who stuck out -- 
because they were good, or bad, 
or simply different -- was already signaling in some 
way that there was a story around them. So, Adilene 
Corona stuck out because she was a beginner, and 
a struggling one. I knew that following her would 
give me a story. Nick Stubbs stood out because he 
was the leader of  a section. He had to stick out. But 
then it was interesting to watch him work within that 
framework.

Anna: I see, sort of  like a writer’s intuition? 

Kristen: Yes, exactly. A kind of  intuition. I do want to 
make the point that I enjoyed many of  the students I 
met during that season. But I was definitely looking 
for people who could become “characters” -- whose 
time during those months could stand for something, 
or could seem interesting to readers, to people who 
don’t care about band. So at every juncture, I needed 
to ask myself  what the story was -- how this person 
was changing, what that meant in terms of  the season, 
Max Jones’s system, the town, themselves. Some 
stories, though powerful, didn’t fit well with the band. 
For some time, I didn’t know quite how the stories of  
faith fit with the band.  That came together late.

Anna: I think you can tell in the writing you developed 
friendships with some of  them. We see them going 
through many changes, as any high school student 
does. Was there any conflict with you being there 

through those changes and revelations? 

Kristen: They’re slightly different things. But in both 
cases, I think what happens is that the writer -- me -- 
recognizes that I care about these people well beyond 
the role they’ll play in the book. When I started the 
process, I don’t think I spent much time thinking 
about that. But at a certain point, I realized that the 
story I had to tell was, at least in a couple of  instances, 
a very personal story. As in the story of  what happens 
to Grant Longenbaugh.

Anna: That felt more personal than any other. The 
reader could tell you spent a lot of  time working on 
how to present Grant.

Kristen: I felt a duty to the story, but I felt a bigger 
duty to him and to his family. I wrote his story with 
his permission, but that tension never left me. I do 

feel, with him and with the other students I got to 
know most closely, that they are a part of  my life 
from now on. There’s an ethical obligation that comes 
with such a realization. Yes, you’re right. I did spend 
a lot of  time trying to portray him accurately. He was 
difficult to portray, partly because so much of  what 
was going on for him that year was internal. So much 
of  his story is told from within his consciousness, not 
through external actions. It’s hard for me to look back 
now and know whether his story kind of  brought all 
the stories into more intimate places, or whether I’m 
just inclined that way as a writer.  I do know that 
many of  the stories -- Grant, Nick, Brent, Amanda, 
just to name a few -- show them changing, developing 
into adults. I couldn’t have told you at the beginning 
of  the process that I was looking for those moments... 
but I do think I was privileged to see them, or notice 
them. Partly, I think I was lucky in getting to know 
some remarkable people. The Class of  2005 had been 
talked about by teachers and directors for some time. 
And I can concur with that assessment. So I was able 
to spend time with an articulate, thoughtful group 
of  teenagers. That definitely helped make the book 
interesting to a wider audience.

Anna: I agree. I feel like I want to be close to these 
people because of  reading the book.

Kristen: I’m so glad to hear you say that, Anna, about 

I lived in 
Elkhart for 

nearly 6 
months. Nearly 

all that time 
was research, 

not writing.

 The day Kristen Laine came to Mr. Judson’s 
AP English and Student Publications classes, I was 
excited to be meeting a real author. Taking two AP 
English classes and working on The Minute require 
me to write many essays and articles, and I am always 
discontent with them. I wanted a real writer’s insight 
into what it takes to be good. Listening to Ms. Laine 
speak to two classes and being able to ask her many 
questions provided me with the kind of  information I 
was looking for. She talked the amount of  time it takes 
to be successful, what it takes to write an effective piece 
and the thought process an author goes through while 
working on a story. In class periods spent with Ms. 
Laine, I learned the reason I’m not content with my 
writing is because I haven’t taken the necessary steps 
to become a good writer, but now I know where to start 
and what I need to do to get there. 

Lessons
Author Kristen Laine visited CHS and 
talked with Mr. Judson’s class. Here is 
what two of  our staff  members remember 
from that day.

Writing revealed

§ Christopher Wells

learned
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wanting to get to know those people more. I’m curious 
what it’s like to read what someone else has to say 
about your school, your community, even maybe your 
friends.

Anna: As a person who has grown up in Elkhart, went 
to Concord schools almost my whole life, I enjoyed 
hearing that you took some time explaining Elkhart’s 
history. Was there a reason readers were in the light 
about the town?

Kristen: I think history is hard to hold onto. That’s one 
service that journalism can provide for a community. 
I did some basic historical research on the area 
before I came to Elkhart, just so I could make useful 
connections during my on-the-ground research. Not 
everything I learned ahead of  time bore fruit. What did 

become important 
was the area’s 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
history, especially 
the importance of  
band instrument 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
to Elkhart’s 
prosperity during 
the late nineteenth 
century and 
early twentieth 
century. Though 
it’s true that parts 
of  Elkhart’s and 

Concord’s history are in danger of  disappearing and 
being forgotten, in some ways I felt that the place had 
a richer communal sense of  itself  than do many other 
places. And that’s because so many families have deep 
roots there. I was struck by how many students in 
the band had parents and even grandparents who had 
also attended Concord or Elkhart high schools. When 
a community has those deep roots, certain things are 

passed down from generation to generation, almost as 
if  in the blood. Things like the importance of  music 
in the community, or the value of  family, or religious 
faith. Such traditions add richness to a community. 

Anna: Any monumental moments you would like to 
share?

Kristen: The reading was in the Community Lecture 
Room; it holds about 350 people. By the time the 
reading began right on time, just as you’d expect for 
an event organized by the Concord band -- the room 
was nearly full. I’d decided that this reading was the 
only chance I’d get to read one of  my favorite sections 
from the book, from the band’s performance at state 
finals in 2004. As the writer, I liked the way that 
performance tied up a whole bunch of  story lines. I 
liked, too, that the section touched on a lot of  people, 
which felt like a nice way to recognize them. And, as I 
told them before I started reading, they already knew 
how the season ended. A few pages into the reading, 
though, I wasn’t so sure about my decision. The room 
seemed unnaturally still. I looked up and saw a couple 
of  band moms crying. (Band moms are known to do 
that sort of  thing). Then it hit me: When I’d joked that 
they knew how the season turned out, I’d forgotten 
that many of  the people in that room knew the other 
story lines, as well. They understood every small hint, 
every leading detail I had written into that section, 
because they’d lived those stories. They knew what 
was coming, what lay ahead in the chronology, so they 
felt additional resonance. They understood that story 
in the same way that I did, and in even deeper ways 
that I couldn’t reach. By the time I was done reading, 
there were 20 faces I couldn’t look at because their 
tears would start my own. I honestly can’t imagine 
a more powerful reading experience than the one I 
was privileged to be a part of  that night. I won’t be 
surprised if  years from now, I’ll look back and call it 
the best reading of  my career.

I looked up 
and saw a 
couple of band 
moms crying. 
(Band moms 
are known to 
do that sort of 
thing).

“Drum majors, the field is yours for the 
ISSMA Class B State Finals performance!” 
will be the words to send a mutual sense of  
determination through every band member before 
their performance Saturday at the RCA Dome. 

“I’m so pumped for state!  It’s amazing 
because you feel like a celebrity,” Juliet Barrett 
(10) said. “The parents put on a show for us, and 
then we get into the hotel and there’s 500 people 
yelling for us with signs.  It really makes you feel 
like a winner.”

§ Thus far, the marching band has been to 
four invitationals, two ISSMA competitions, and 
the state fair competition.

§ Regionals: The Marching Minutemen had 
their best performance yet, according to the 
directors, and made it into the top five to proceed 
onto state finals.

§ Fort Wayne Snyder Invitational: The band 
competed against other bands to practice for the 
regional competition.

§ ISSMA district:  For their second week at 
Penn, they came out in the top two to proceed 
onto ISSMA regionals.

§ Penn invitational: As their last competition 
before ISSMA, the band worked hard to do their 
best at Penn.

§ Concord invitational: Concord hosted their 
own invitational and played as an exhibition 
performance.

§ Goshen invitational: Their first competition 
went well, with the Minutemen coming out on 
top.

§ State Fair: The heat didn’t stop them from 
playing their best and having fun at the state fair 
performance.

After state finals, the Marching Minutemen 
will rehearse for their appearance in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade.

The CHS marching band performs during halftime in the game between CHS and 
Northridge October 5.

Dome
Bound

§ Jessika Bollero

2007 Band heads to State 
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B y  S p e n c e r  R o a c h

How students 
justify doing things 
the ‘right’ way

Doing the gooder thing

One of  these students, Eric Bozzo (12), perfectly fits this archetype.
Bozzo represents a group of  students who does what parents and teachers 

want him to do: respects others, performs well academically, and does so in a 
confident but not pretentious manner.  In the eyes of  the community, he does what 
is right.  But how “right” can someone become?

“I wouldn’t say I always do the right thing,” Bozzo said. “I know I’m not 
perfect, but I try to do the best I can.”

Indeed, the barrier of  human error often prevents people from achieving a 
higher level of  moral perfection. However, Bozzo will not blindly follow every rule 
that is given to him but only if  the rule conforms to his moral standards.

“Because of  how restrictive some rules are, it’s not completely realistic to 
follow every single rule,” Bozzo said. “As far as which ones I would choose to not 
follow, it really comes down to whether or not I feel like I’m going against the 
values that I have.”

Choosing which rules to follow can be difficult at times.  Luckily for Bozzo, he 
can rely on his strong family background. 

“The first thing that would come to mind is the values that have been instilled 
in me by my family - especially my parents,” Bozzo said. “Also, there are some 
situations where I see other people do something that seem okay at first, but it 
ends up being really stupid. Those kinds of  things affect me as well because I 
don’t want to be seen doing something that would put me in a bad light.”

For Jeremy Tormey (10), following the rules of  the Bible is important to him, but 
he acknowledges that he could do a better job in following the commandments.

“I think it is important for us to follow the rules God has given us,” Tormey 
said. “Faith is one thing, but it makes us want to follow the commandments.”

The issue of  which rules to follow becomes a clouded one. Tormey 
acknowledges that there are some passages found in the Bible that are simply 
outdated (Deuteronomy 25:5-6, for example, which states that if  a man dies, his 
brother must marry the man’s widow).  Like Bozzo, when he has issues as to what 

In most classes, there is always at least one student who always shows up to 
class on time, always completes his work on time, always helps out during 
class, and always performs well on tests. Usually, there are some students 
who either think highly of him or think of his actions as a waste of time...
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rules to follow, he decides “pretty much by what [his] parents say.” 
At times, some will question the purpose of  going by the book and doing the 

right thing.  The purpose for Bozzo, though, is quite clear.
“Ideally, growing up and being able to support a family with a career that I 

enjoy would be what I would like to get out of  life,” Bozzo said. “I believe that 
making the right decisions along the way are what’s going to propel me to that 
point. Without making good decisions I would never be able to have and maintain 
a successful career.”

Another aspect to consider is how being good 
in the public eye benefits people. The vindication 
that comes with being recognized as a good 
person can often propel him or her to be a good 
person.

“I want to make my image look good,” Sergio 
Rojas (11) said.

In addition, Bozzo does not doubt the specific 
belief  to do the right thing; doubt only occurs 
when more than one right way exists.

“In some situations I’ve doubted that philosophy because in some cases there’s 
more than one right way to get something done,” Bozzo said. “There’s no problem 
with achieving the same results through different means.  That is, as long as that 
different way is still ethical.  Otherwise, I don’t doubt that philosophy at all.”

One of  his underlying philosophies involves working hard at school to get 
good grades, indicated by his 3.9 GPA, the eighth-best GPA in the class of  2008.

“I personally do think it’s important to get a high GPA,” Bozzo said. “I think 
it shows the effort a person puts forth to both get the assigned work done and 
learn the material, whether you naturally just get it or you put in the time to make 
yourself  get it.”

While Bozzo works within the current educational system, he acknowledges 
that using GPA as an indicator of  work ethic is imperfect.

“There are some flaws to GPA though,” Bozzo said. “The fact that one person 
can challenge him/herself  with harder classes 
and still get good grades and then another person 
can cruise through a bunch of  easy ones and get 
the same grades doesn’t seem fair to me. For 
the most part I do challenge myself  and work 
relatively hard for my grades, but obviously some 
things come easier than others do so I don’t have 
to work as hard.”

Another issue comes with doing some of  
the busy work. Bozzo does not mind doing some 
of  the busy work but only if  it proves to be 

worthwhile.
“Work is worthwhile as long as it actually improves the skills I already have or 

helps teach me new skills because at some point in time certain skills are going to 
help me,” Bozzo said. “When things get repetitive is when work is worthless.”

Overall, Bozzo seems comfortable in the position as one who goes by the book. 
After all, if  the book is correct, then one should not fail when following it.

Without making 
good decisions 
I would never 

be able to have 
and maintain a 

successful career
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T A K E  A  M I N U T E

Used with permission from www.sudoku-puzzles.net

SUDOKU

X WORD

Easy

7 5 9 3 4

6 5 7

2 8 1

2 3

6 1 8 5

9 2

3 4 5

4 5 2

1 7 6 8

Puzzle #30483

Free puzzles for your publication:

www.puzzles.li

Hard

5 4

4 1 3

3 2 5 8 7

9 5

2 1 3 4 8

3 6

3 7 5 6 2

4 9 3

8 1

Puzzle #38918

Free puzzles for your publication:

www.puzzles.li

By the Book
The Minute

October 2007
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32 33

34 35 36

37

38 39

40

41

42

Across
1. Musical about the farm family, the Frakes
6. Herbert sci-fi novel series
8. A striking; a blow
10. A SST, almost
12. Pertaining to a locality
13. Short for Mitch's ruling place
14. A small cut
15. Like a non-paid clergy
17. Clan

Down
1. 1993 film "______ Kids" starring Robert Sean
Leonard.
2. These wheels go round and round
3. Clarinets are a part of these
4. Smaller than a minute
5. Watch over
6. A domical roof or ceiling
7. Prosperous opportunity
9. Belief system

Across
1. Musical about the farm family, the 
Frakes 
6. Herbert sci-fi novel series 
8. A striking; a blow] 
10. A SST, almost 
12. Pertaining to a locality 
13. Short for Mitch’s ruling city 
14. A small cut 
15. Like a non-paid clergy 
17. Clan [FAMILY] 
19. Calif. Arnold’s version of  “not 
front” 
20. Slang for high-ranking military 
24. Pandora opened one of  these 
26. A side street, almost 
27. Singer Nora ______ 
28. Gabriel’s _____ (not harp) 
30. “We happy few, we _____ of  broth-
ers” 
33. Main character in “Where the Wild 
Things Are”] 
34. Two higher than sophomores 
35. 88.1 FM programming 
36. Stratford-upon- _____  
38. Ent form 
39. Between Goshen and Elkhart 
40. Rolling abode 

Down
1. 1993 film “______ Kids” starring 
Robert Sean Leonard 
2. These wheels go round and round 
3. Clarinets are a part of  these 
4. Smaller than a minute 
5. Watch over 
6. A domical roof  or ceiling 
7. Prosperous opportunity 
9. Belief  system 
11. A percussion graduate?  
16. “Edward Scissorhands” director 
17. Not present 
18. Ulysses’ last name 
21. A sports brand name, almost 
22. Not paperback 
23. Vikings’ Adrian _______ 
25. Ritzler and Alexander’s domain 
29. Purchase 
31. C. Sandburg’s city 
32. To request 
36. Laura and Tom’s mother in a Wil-
liams play
37. Canada’s “Nike” 

41. “Star Wars” composer 
42. Book after Joshua 



@  T h e  L a s t  M i n u t e

15OCTOBER 19, 2007

Picture from 1992 Concordian. Caption reads: Juniors Stephanie LaRue and Kari Stauffer demonstrate their great taste in fashion. Just kidding, the 
students dressed up for trick or treating.

“Students had a lot of fun dressing up, but they didn’t 
learn much that day. Fifteen years ago, schools weren’t as 

concerned about test scores and student achievement as they 
are today.” -Stan Larimer (science teacher)

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS ALIKE  caked on the face paint and adjusted their wigs in the 
spirit of  H A L L OW E E N . Elementary students paraded through the halls showing off  their homemade dinosaur 
costumes and store bought P L A S T I C  M A S K S . These were the sights at Concord Community Schools merely 
five years ago. Ever since controversies arose on how educational it was, or if  Halloween was even a holiday, 
the tradition of  spooks and cooks, T R I C K S  A N D  T R E A T S , diminished in schools. Soon, room moms brought 
in pumpkin-shaped cookies for “fall parties;” students hung streamers and corn for “harvest day.” Bible Belt 
parents thought October 31 promoted the L I V I N G  D E A D  and hellish behavior. Soon churches held dances and 
alternatives to the hustle and bustle of  going door to door and S M A S H I N G  P U M P K I N S  for games and raffles 
in a controled environment. § 2 0 0 4 : CHS students are informed that dressing up and coming to school is a 
no-no. § “I don’t know of  any high schools that let students D R E S S  U P  for Halloween.” -Dan Cunningham 
(principal). § 2007: Dressing up for Spirit week is permitted, with students dressed in costumes to mirror 
superheroes, careers and occupations and different decades.
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just watch me
I’ll launch my career
give me the tools to succeed

Join us for an 
Open House
Saturday, November 3, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Schaumburg Campus

Saturday, November 10, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Chicago Campus

Roosevelt offers degrees in Biomedical
Sciences, Business, Communications,
Education, Performing Arts, Psychology 
and Sociology!

To register: 
1-877-APPLY RU
www.roosevelt.edu/openhouse
applyRU@roosevelt.edu


