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 Traditionally,  I start every school just like most other 
students: Thinking about how well I like my classes first trimester,  
what teachers I like or dislike, what lunch I have and why we 
have to wake up when it’s still pitch-black outside.  For the first 
time in 12 years, I’m not worried about any of that.  It’s my senior 
year and, unlike conventional behavior, beginning with the end 
in mind has become the most important thing in my life.  Some 
might call it senioritis, I call it anticipation about my future.  I’m 
more focused on finding and applying to a college, picking a 
major and applying for scholarships than worrying about the 
dwindling food rations during third lunch.  I’m not going to lie-- I 
can’t wait to be done with high school.
 I know I’m not the only one who feels this way in the 
school, so “challenging conventional beliefs” just seemed like 
an appropriate theme for the first issue of the 09-10 Minute.  
Students are expected to focus on classes at the beginning of 
the year and looking forward to events and challenges in and 
out of school, but I feel like there are just more important things to 
worry about.  Not to say that you shouldn’t work hard in classes, 
just don’t get too hung up on the things that don’t matter in the 
long run.  In this issue of The Minute we discuss the DREAM Act 
with opinions from both sides. We asked two CHS students and 
one staff member where they went on summer vacation, and I 
think you’ll be surprised by their stories.  
 So now you know: If a teacher criticises you you can retort 
with, “I don’t have senioritis... I’m challenging conventional 
wisdom!” On this page: Staff members Jessika Bollero and Brax-

ton Troyer took an exotic vacation to the CHS courtyard in 
honor of the theme “Challenging conventional beliefs.”



As the days get colder, the 
temperatures at CHS become more 
unreliable. Layers: the answer to a 
cold 1st hour but a smoldering 2nd. 

Each classroom is different as 
students walk the halls the number 
of  students in the halls create heat, 
while cool windows set a chill to a 
classroom. Students often discover 
it too cold or too hot for their 
liking. The answer – layers said 
head custodian Fran Wise. 

“There is a lot of  heat in the café 
and I’m just really hot with a jacket 
on, but I can’t take it off  because 
of  the dress code regulations, and 
having no sleeves,” Jackie Brooks 

(9) said. 

A challenge to both students and administration is with 
the dress code. As certain rules are in place students must 
find new ways to be creative, look fashionable and stay 

comfortable. No sleeves? Grab a jacket. 
“I usually get cold in school so I want to wear a 

jacket. So I just put something under it,” Sam Lutian 
(9) said. “I’m usually cold in my 3rd and 4th hours with 
Mr. Larimer (biology 

teacher) and Mrs. Hill (math 
teacher).”  

Jackets, cardigans and 
scarves seem to be in 
season as fall approaches 
and provide a stylish yet 
practical way to stay warm. 

With fall around the 
corner, warm earth tones 
are appearing more and 
more. Olives, dark earthy greens, tans and browns all make 
good compliments for layering. Black is ever classical and 
can be paired with anything, except navy blue. White is 
also a staple color that goes well with sharper earth tones. 
The school spirit hoodie is always a choice and an article of  
clothing that every high school student should have. 

For more of  a brighter statement, loud colors are being 
paired with black. Purples, teal and eggplant (a purple 
meets red tone) all fall into this loud category. Pastels are 
considered whimsical and thought of  more spring like.

 “I wore it because the color coordination is really cute 

and I just like the browns and greens together. So pretty,” 
Brooks said. 

Large purses are still in and can serve as a great backpack 
to carry books and all the essentials. For men, belts are 

back in style, the tanned rustic brown leather 
is being found more in the halls. Flip flops are 
still ever present, but only for girls. For boys, 
the fashion trend is leaning towards a crisper, 
well fitting jean, and polo look. 

 Be careful when layering so that the 
clothes do not become too difficult to more 
in or that there is so much going on no one 
theme can be determined. Remember it is key 
to know if  you can’t match then pair multi-
colored pieces with solids. Solids and prints 

are possible to match, just follow the one rule: don’t mix 
checkers and strips!       

Keep a central idea when layering. Start with a focus, a 
favorite shirt or a new pair of  earrings, maybe a new belt 
and work from the color scheme found in that. 

Some students have even been seen changing ID lanyards 
to match an outfit; some make the lanyard the focus of  the 
outfit. 

With fashion the ideas are endless. 
Style is about self  expression and 
discovery.

High school can be a big transition, but imagine 
switching from a private school to public school. For some, 
it is a choice, but for others it has been forced upon them 
due to the downfall of  the economy.

For those who make the decision to switch, on their own, 
the transition may come with ease compared to a student 
who had no say on the move.  Private schools can average 
anywhere from $5,000 up to the $10,000’s.For students like 
recent transfer Fatima Delgado(9), money was the number 
one reason to transfer.

On top of  being new students they have also experienced 
tremendous changes. Concord is about two and half  times 
bigger than Elkhart Christian Academy which holds about 
600 students and approximately three times bigger than St. 
Thomas which it only holds close to 400. Both of  those are 
a far cry from the 1500 plus students at CHS.

“Everyone knew each other by first names, [and] 
everyone pretty much got along,” Fatima Delgado (9) said.

With all of  the extra students, the hallways can become 
crowded and classes can become overly full.

“I’m really not used to the pushing and shoving to get to 
my class or locker,” Taylor said.

Another aspect Delgado, Taylor, and Taylor 
Milnamow(9) agree on is the change in dress code. Dress 

code differs from the private schools basically because of  
the lack of  uniforms at 
CHS.  Even with the 
dress code becoming 
slightly more strict, 
they appreciate being 
able to wear normal 
clothes. 

“I enjoy wearing 
my own original 
clothes, [but] the 
uniforms weren’t that 
bad because you didn’t 
have to worry about 
what everyone else was 
wearing the next day,” 
Milnamow said.

Besides the dress 
code there is a 
difference to Delgado 
in the teachers. She 
views the teachers as 
more laid back at CHS. 
Her private school 

teachers were very strict, mostly about the dress code and 
detentions.

“I don’t mind [the switch] it’s definitely a big change, 
but the teachers are very helpful, [and] if  you like change 
it is fine,” Delgado said.

With changes of  such extent it may take a while for 
these new transfers to adjust. Some may not like it at first, 
while others may be comfortable right away and possibly 
prefer CHS compared to their previous school.

“I definitely prefer Concord,” Milnamow said. “It was 
mostly because I already knew people here.”

Also, some came out of  choice to experience something 
new, or just have the Minutemen character.

“I’ve always had more spirit for Concord,” Lorraine 
Taylor (12) said.

CHS welcomes its new students.  Some of  the transfer 
students have already transitioned with simplicity and are 
excited for the change. Others are still learning to grasp 
their new found home.

“I was tired of  seeing the same old 30 faces every 
day,” Taylor said. “I really 
wanted my senior year to be an 
adventure.”
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From private to public
 CHS welcomes its transfer students

Layers: the answer to climate woes

Lorraine Taylor safely makes it to her 
locker after cautiously traveling therough 
the crowded hallways. Photo by Ashlee 
Brinckman

 Jackie Brooks poses in her 
layers. Jacket off ? Ticket to 
see Mrs. Armitage. Jacket 
on? You are lookin’ good.

Photo by Angie Troyer

Most see school dress code as a limit to 
creativity, leaving students locked into the 
idea of “uniformity” and “convention.” 
Meet layers: the unconventional 
convention. 

With fall around the 
corner, warm earth tones 
are appearing more 
and more. Olives, dark 
earthy greens, tans and 
browns all make good 
compliments for layering.

 Really small print: Dara and Jose, caught within the confines of  a secret romance, pretended to fight over a spread page in a last attempt to persuade the rest of  the J-labbers that there was in-fact, ill will between them. Ashlee, being a non-violent young girl, concealed herself  
inside of  the center island’s non-spacious cabinets to escape the harsh words being thrown about. Sleep unwittingly found her, and as the clock struck ten at night, the small band of  reporters endeavored to find little Ashlee. Believing the worst had happened after searching for two minutes, 
the group performed a small ceremony in her honor. Tyler, accidentally sipping from a “Rip It” can of  energy, began to twitch violently. He turned and tripped over Braxton’s destroyed pride and fell against the island’s cabinets, rousing the sleeping Ashlee. As she exited the cabinet, her head 
briefly connected with the island’s corner; the slight jar knocked a Glade air-refresher from its perch and to the ground where it promptly exploded, sending wisps of  clean linen scented joy into the air. Sarah was immediately overwhelmed, coughing explosively as Angie tried to help but was 
bogged down by the sacks of  snacks she carried on her shoulders. While all of  this was happening, Jessika was assaulted by a gangster and lost fifteen dollars. Mrs. Hill burst into the room with a snarl on her face and gazed upon the scene promptly confirming her suspicions that the gang was 
“failing to be on taskes” and exclaimed, “I hate you all! Have a cookie.” Jose and Ashlee have their money on Braxton.  ....Random enough for you?
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In September of  1996, Bill 
Clinton signed into law the 
Illegal Immigration Reform 
and Immigrant Responsibility 
Act, or IIRIRA. The legislation 
included a provision stating that 
if  a college allowed an illegal 
immigrant living in their state to 
pay the in-state tuition fee, that 
college must also offer the in-state 
fee to all US citizens who applied 
there, regardless of  their state 
of  residence. However, ten states 
broke federal law and passed their 
own laws contrary to IIRIRA. 

Additionally, the DREAM Act 
allowed the students who applied 
to colleges to receive temporary 
green cards. However, an illegal 
immigrant submitting any 
college application – no matter 
whether or not they had a chance 
of  being accepted or qualifying 
for the temporary green card, no 
matter their grades or test scores, 
no matter how ridiculous the 
application – would be exempt 
from deportation.

In addition to illegals 
qualifying for in-state tuition, 
illegal immigrant children who 
arrived in the US when they were 
under 16 years old, have been here 
at least five years, have graduated 
from high school or obtained 
a GED, and have “good moral 
character,” have the opportunity 
to become US citizens During 

these six years, they must either 
complete two years in college or 
two years in the military. Illegal 
immigrants still receive the 
benefit of  lower tuition that is 
denied to legal aliens – a benefit 
paid for by American taxpayers. 
Some critics also argue that 
U.S. citizens should not have to 
compete with non-citizens for 
limited seats in colleges.

The burden of  helping illegal 
immigrants is passed to the 
taxpayers; and law-abiding US 
citizens would have to compete 
with illegal immigrants for 
entry to colleges, and, if  living 
outside the state of  the college 
of  their choice, may even have 
to pay higher tuition than illegal 
aliens. Overall, the bill obviously 
supports illegal immigration.

The DREAM Act would 
cause further illegal immigration 
estimated to 715,000 illegal 
minors in the future. On top of  
that, the wide range of  amnesty 
granted is absurd. Basically, if  a 
person crossed the border before 
age 16 and lived in the U.S. 5 
years prior to the bills signing, 
they’re in! This illegal person will 
stay in because the DREAM Act 
allows that once the immigrant 
has signed an application (any 
application: job, college, ect.) he/
she cannot be deported. This act 
alone could allow people not even 

eligible to receive the DREAM 
Act’s benefits to stay in the U.S. 
Keep in mind the DREAM Act 
doesn’t only apply to the young 
minor illegal immigrant.

Whatever happened to hard 
work paying off ? Does it make 
sense for a legal U.S. citizen, 
whose been working hard to 
get into college for years to be 
replaced by an illegal immigrant, 
whom of  which, just happened 
to stroll upon this crooked law? 
I think not. 

The DREAM Act is only a 
legislative and economic disaster. 
No bill should be passed that 
violates federal law, nor one 
that steals our taxes and is used 
toward people not even from our 
country. 

We’ve seen what happens 
when illegal immigrants take jobs 
from under us, what will happen 
when they take college seats? Is 
it our responsibility to make sure 
everyone; man, woman and child, 
that’s not from our country have 
a college education? 

The students in need for 
college are in our hometowns, and 
cities; those are the ones that the 
government should be assisting.

Dreamers across the country 
are limited every year without an 
opportunity to pursue an easier 
transfer to college. Margarita 
Chaves (alias) realizes that without 
the DREAM act, her future is at 
stake.

“I truly hope that by the time I 
graduate, the act has taken action...,” 
Chaves said. “I want to continue 
college and avoid rejection that will 
lead me into a factory because of  
my status in this country.”

It has become stereotypical that 
an immigrant worker has had more 
or less education than a high school 
graduate, but the case shown with 
each immigrant student today is 
that they are as capable to learn as 
any American citizen.

“It shouldn’t matter who we are 
because we have the same strength 
of  desire, “ Chaves said, “and it is 
worse for us when we see those 
with an opportunity, simply throw 
it away.”

After the act had been 
reintroduced on March 24, 2009, 
Chaves’ family had something to 
look forward to, but regardless of  
this new hope, some families are 
contemplating whether to move 
back or remain here, taking hope 
away from the students. Chaves 
feels limited 
when preparing 
for college. She 
finds herself  
s t r u g g l i n g 
to keep her 
m o t i v a t i o n 
in control, 
especially when her family feels 
trapped between paying for her 
college tuition or asking her to 
conform to a low-paying job.

“There are a lot of  good colleges 
out there for me, but it is difficult 
for my family to pay a full tuition,” 
Chaves said.”Perhaps, I will have 
to settle with what my parents can 
afford, knowing I can deserve a 
better opportunity.” 

If  the bill passes and takes 
action before this new class of  
immigrant students graduate or 
finish their education, they will 
have the benefit of  a student visa. 
The only exception is that each 
student will have to have completed 
the following requirements within 
six years— graduate from college, 
join the military for two years, and 

omit from 

any crimes. If  a student fails to 
follow the requirements, they are 
subjected to deportation.

“I like the fact that one has 
to work towards the goal, but 
there shouldn’t be a 6 year limit,” 
Bustamante said. “If  you are 
working well enough towards the 
goal, they should be allowed [to 
learn].”

Immigrant students will have to 
complete the six year requirement 
before they can benefit from the 
act, but this can lead to the lack of  
participation from each of  them.

“I would hope they take 
advantage of  this,” Chaves said. 
“Some will not try, that’s a fact, but 
they should think of  those before 
them who couldn’t continue [their 
education].”

As the country begins to see the 
benefits of  the act, many will get the 

opportunity 
for a higher 
e d u c a t i o n . 
There will 
be intelligent 
i n d i v i d u a l s 
with the desire 
to better this 

society. A society composed of  
prejudice and limitations as seen 
through the delay of  passing this 
act. 

“It will depend on how much 
education there is [about this 
act],” Bustamante said. “If  [the 
government] starts pushing it [the 
act], it will go through. If  they 
don’t mention the benefits, it may 
stay the same.”

Chaves will be one of  the 65,000 
students this year that will not 
have the opportunity to attend 
the college of  her choice. She 
has lived in the U.S as a result of  
her parent’s decision, and wants 
nothing more than to be recognized 
and supported.

  

Will America 
redefine the typical 
beliefs, or should 
illegal immigrant 
students DREAM 
on?

The real DREAM Act 
Conservative perspective

Keeping the
DREAM alive

Dara Marquez
Staff Writer

Ken Bauer and 
Ryan Cyrus
Guest Writers

”Perhaps, I will 
have to settle with 
what my parents 
can afford, knowing 
I can deserve a 
better opportunity.”
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Conservativess have fed the American people with lies, 
fabricating a plethora of  fallacies about the DREAM Act. 
They call the DREAM Act absurd. Yet these same people 
who oppose the DREAM Act offer no real solution to the 
problem. Passing the Dream Act would give new life to 
illegal immigrant students. As the way things are right 
now an illegal immigrant students has only two realistic 
paths after high school: either work at a factory for a low 
paying job, or turn to a life of  crime. Sadly the majority 
seem to pick the latter.

Conservatives argue the bill would take away college 
seats from American students. This is where 
politians work their magic on the public.  
Nowhere in the bill does it state that colleges 
will be required to grant illegal immigrant 
admission. Just like everyone else, they 
have to earn their admission, grades, and 
scholarships. So it is in no way prioritizing 
illegal immigrants. Republicans also assert it 
would “reward” illegal immigrants. Really? 
Reward who and with what? If  anyone is 
to be rewarded it is Americans, when these 
students become contributing members of  
society, instead of  settling for a factory job, or leading a 
life of  crime. 

Republicans also claim that it would encourage more 
illegal immigration. However, the bill clearly states that 
students have to have been here five years prior to the 
bill’s enactment, plus have had arrived before the age of  
16. Therefore there is no incentive here because people 
who come, illegally, have no benefit whatsoever after the 
bill has passed. 

Opponents then said that it would take scholarships 
from Americans. Again the bill does not say colleges have 
to give immigrants any special treatment, just level the 
playing field. If  a student truly earned the scholarship 

then they will get it. Every student would be required to 
apply to financial aid, and would have to meet the same 
requirements as every other student, to qualify. 

Additionately The College Board, Harvard, and 
many of  America’s top universities have expressed their 
support for the DREAM Act. Ironically conservatives 
express that Americans have already done enough for 
illegal immigrants. While that may be true, wouldn’t 
Americans want the immigrants to pay them back? Or are 
they content with having all their money basically thrown 
away? Having these people come out of  the shadow will 

definitely help stimulate 
the economy. It is 
doubtful many Americans 
will be complaining about 
the immigration problem 
then.

F u r t h e r m o r e 
opponents stress that 
it would cost taxpayers 
billions of  dollars. 
The Social Security 
Administration estimates 

that about three-quarters of  illegal workers pay taxes 
that contribute to the overall solvency of  Social Security 
and Medicare. And even the people who do not pay 
taxes do in some way because every time they purchase 
something they pay taxes, and taxes are taken out of  their 
paychecks as well. This, of  course, is a major concern for 
the American people. However, they fail to realize that if  
the bill passes, the majority of  those affected are students 
approaching  the age of  18, so by passing the bill those 
illegal immigrants could get registered and begin paying 
taxes.  

Conservatives have induced the American public by 
making them believe that passing the bill would be a 

backdoor amnesty. They rant constantly about how the 
illegal immigrant student, after becoming a citizen, would 
immediately try to legalize their whole family. But those 
politicians fail to inform the American people the process 
for legalization. To legalize someone one must wait ten 
years, not have committed any crimes, afterwards travel 
back to their countries to apply. It is unlikely many people 
would want to go through all the trouble.  

And finally,opponents claim they should have just came 
here legally. First these minors didn’t have any say in the 
matter. And secondly because of  government inefficiencies, 
the average waiting time for a visa is about three years, 
therefore making it very difficult to regain access to the 
US. 

Throughout their academic careers many of  these 
illegal immigrant students have achieved awards and 
earned their place among the brightest in their class. 
And it is hard to imagine just how America will become 
a better place without these overachieving students.  The 
only thing the DREAM Act asks for is an equal shot at 
higher education and to prove that they deserve the chance 
to become citizens of  the greatest country in the world. 
It would be more beneficial to legalize students and have 
them contribute to society, than to waste billions of  dollars 
on futile efforts to deport everyone. 

Unfortunately there are still people who in the U.S, 
who believe that all undocumented immigrants should 
be deported. Even though it is not the students fault, 
and should be forced to leave their home and move to a 
“foreign” country. To these people I say think about this. 
Should people judge you for what your predecessors did? 
Say someone in your family committed a crime. Does that 
make you a criminal?

Didn’t think so. 

Acting on a DREAM

Keeping the
DREAM alive

Liberal perspective

Jose Alvarez
Staff Writer

“It would be more 
beneficial to legalize 
students and have them 
contribute to society, 
than to waste billions of 
dollars on futile efforts 
to deport everyone.” 

The Development, Relief, and Education for Alien 
Minors Act, or the DREAM Act, is a piece of federal 
legislation relating to illegal immigration. 
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Who: Wayne Sousley
Where: Tokyo, Japan
What Happened: The airplane descended 

through the Japanese night sky. It landed in Narito International Airport as Wayne 

Sousley (media and technology) waited to exit. From the Asian terminal, he rode trains 
and hailed buses to close the gap between his position and the first landmark he would 
visit during his stay in Japan. 

The destination: Mount Fuji.
The mission: to climb the mountain in time to see the sunset.
Mount Fuji, or Fuji-san, is the tallest mountain in Japan. Its zenith tops at a 

colossal 12,388 feet. Positioned 
strategically on the mountain are 
a series of  stations or checkpoints 
for the climbers.

 “They dropped me at 
station five, which is as 

high as 

vehicles can go due to altitude,” Sousley said. Traditionally, it is a custom to crest the 
summit by early morning,.The only issue is that early morning happens to be 4:00 AM. 
To complete this goal, Sousley was placed halfway up Fuji with his group at 10:00 PM. 

Their hike began with a shroud of  foggy mist. The climbers progressed at a steady 
pace, but conditions worsened. Fog changed to 30 to 60 mile per hour gusts of  wind as 
mist turned into a torrential downpour.

“As we reached station nine, it felt as if  I was being hit by a shotgun with each gust of  
wind. We only had one kilometer until the top, but was too dangerous to continue.” The 
threatening storm pelted Fuji’s climbers, causing Sousley and his gear soakage.

It was time to rent a hut.
“I stayed in a little shack to dry out, and maybe get some sleep. It was interesting 

because sleeping all around me were people from different countries and cultures all over 
the world,” Sousley said, but like the vehicles, he was affected by the altitude of  Mount 
Fuji. Finding no solace in slumber, he spent three hours waiting for the storm to subside. 

Unfortunately, the weather on the mountain was being uncooperative. Even though 
Sousley had no choice but to descend so close to his goal, his outlook remained positive. 

“I wasn’t able to summit, but the experience and people that I met, made this trip one 
I’ll never forget.”

Who: Ashley Ginther
Where: Aarborg,          
                      Denmark

What 
Happened: Traveling to 

Aalborg, Denmark might not sound exactly like what 
many would expect out of  a getaway. Ashley Ginther 
(12) thought differently. She stayed in Aalborg for an 
entire year as a foreign exchange student.

“It is very different from going to school in America. 
Over there the students call teachers by their first 
name and there was never a bell to signal the end of  
class,” Ginther said.

While the lunches of  American schools tend to be 
greasier and slightly unhealthy, Aalborg lunches were 
very stomach friendly.

“They really like meat on rye bread. It’s like a favorite 
dish, that’s what they call a meal. Also, they have a kind 
of  resource class but it lasts all day, you get to sit with 
your friends all the time and have only one teacher.”

After spending a year in Denmark, Ginther noticed 
that many of  the cultural traits differ from the United 
States. In contrast to the basic lunches, class schedules and 
a first name basis with teachers, religion for some, has not 
changed, “The only time I saw them going to church was 
on Easter and Christmas.” 

Who: Jordan Hylton
Where: Paris, France
What Happened: France, a 

place of  castles and romance, of  historical buildings and art, of  clothes 

and fourteen dollar pastries.
“The food was very… very expensive, while we were in Paris, but 

then we’d go shopping and there were like two dollar [Euro] shirts,” 
Jordan Hylton (11) said about the Concord French trip this summer.

While many students enjoyed the sights of  their back yards, a 
few, like Hylton, gazed in awe at the golden spires and iron towers 
of  Paris.

“We went to see the Eiffel tower. That was awesome,” Hylton 
said, “but what was really interesting was that there was so much 
gold. There was gold on everything.” 

Amongst all of  the magnificent architecture, the scenic rivers 
and countryside created a natural art gallery as well.

“The scenery was beautiful, and we got to go on a boat 
cruise but it was cold. My favorite thing, though, was all the 
museums.” 

Go away!
While most 
students and 
staff stayed at 
home for the 
summer, these 
people decided 
to break the 
norm and travel 
to exotic places.



Today freshmen are feeling the pressure as the 
new Pay Me Now program comes into effect. Some 
elective classes may feel an overwhelming emptiness 
as failing freshmen will be put into a study skills 
class taught by Colleen Molnar (ESL teacher). Both 
freshmen and their teachers have had mixed reactions 
over how this program will affect the school.

The Pay Me Now program removes freshmen from 
their elective classes and places them in a special help 
course if  they are failing two or more core academic 
classes after four weeks into the trimester.

It is a fallacy to believe that only students in regular 
courses will be affected.  Some AP and honors students 
in the freshmen class are failing as well. No matter 
the type of  student, the Pay Me Now program will 
require students to work on redoing old assignments 
and doing new ones to bring their grades up. 

Some teachers understand that sometimes a 
failing grade is not always the result of  a lack of  
understanding the subject, but rather an issue of  
work ethic.

“It’s a question of  discipline, it’s a question of  organization,” Seth Molnar (social 
studies teacher) said. 

The program plans to succeed by motivating freshmen, a plan that may just succeed. 
Some freshmen have recognized this as one of  the primary objectives of  the program as 

well.
“If  they like their elective class, then yeah it will motivate 

them. I know I wouldn’t want to get pulled out of  my elective 
classes for having bad grades,” Joe Reardon (9) said.

While it may be that a class can matter more to one 
person than another, students must realize that core classes 
are important in order to meet graduation requirements. 
Some students realize that this is another objective of  the 
program—helping students graduate.

“I would think it would help students because a class like 
English is obviously more important than an elective class, 
like ceramics,” Erin Dehart (9) said.

Aside from the failing freshmen being affected, elective 
teachers also have anxieties over the new policy.

“They’ll probably end up getting rid of  the classes [if  
there aren’t enough students]. Worst case scenario, I’d have 
to do lunch duty instead,” Jessica McCarthy (FACS teacher) 
said. “Obviously education comes first, but being an elective 
class, it’s hard enough to get a lot of  students [to join 
especially] with graduation requirements going up.”

McCarthy has 33 freshmen in her classes, and her classes are 
already small in number. 

“I’m worried about a few students but I’m hoping that if  they get 
pulled out of  my class, they will take it again next year,” McCarthy 
said.
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ACTCaught between the SAT and the 
ACT? Can’t decide which to 
take? You’re not alone.

Time to pay up, freshmen
Freshmen find out next week if they will be removed from an elective class

It’s time to roll out of  bed and dig for a No. 2 pencil. 
The meaning of  Saturday morning has changed. Testing 
for college has begun, students need to take the SAT or 
ACT, there is no way out.

 Planning for college or anything in the educational 
career of  a student can be compared to those swelled up 
monsters from old horror movies. It is ready to indulge 
into fear and frustration, but it can negatively impact the 
score and the opportunity for college admission of  any 
student.

“Generally, students are worried about these tests,” 
Juliet Barrett (12) said, “but others don’t fear the tests as 
much, especially those who have taken the PSAT.”

One form of  preparation for the SAT and ACT is to take 
the PSAT before or after the tenth grade. The PSAT helps 
because it is a standardized test that provides firsthand 
practice for the SAT and gives a chance for students to enter 
NMSC scholarship programs to gain access to college and 
career planning.

“Taking the PSAT introduced me to the format of  the 
SAT test... when I do take it, I will fully understand how the 
format flows,” Claire Emmack (11) said. “[I’ll] be able to 
focus on what the questions are asking instead of  worrying 

about filling out the information in the c o r r e c t 
place.”

Indiana high schools tend to 
provide the SAT more than it does f o r 
the ACT. CHS is most comfortable w i t h 
the SAT testing for juniors and seniors, but both are 
considered when planning for a college admission. 
To underachievers, like those who only use three-fourths 
of  their brain and yet seem to pass the hardest class are 
certainly advised to take the SAT. 

When the student begins to prepare, logic reasoning 
should dominate.

“For  the SAT I looked through several of  old binders,” 
Barrett said. “I just think it’s important to know all of  the 
basics and it wouldn’t hurt to do some practice problems 
as well.” 

On the other hand, the ACT is for those overachievers 
who pass the class with their hard work. The ACT focuses 
on the educational development of  a student and their 
ability to complete college-level work.

“The ACT is a lot easier when I compare it to the SAT,” 
Erika Field (12) said. “I felt like the math section was easier 
than the SAT’s and the English section was simpler to 

figure out.”
Regardless of  which test is chosen, the student should 

take under consideration that sometimes temptation breaks 
in to guess when they are stumped on one question, and 
eliminating a single answer isn’t a choice. That is why 
when preparing for the test, the student should always take 
advantage of  studying opportunities.

“Elimination is always a choice, not the best but it’s 
best to choose if  you can’t narrow it down between two 
answers,” Barrett said.

Although most students decide to omit the challenging 
questions, it is best to eliminate even one choice. It is 
statistically to the student’s advantage to guess rather than 
to ignore. The College Board, an organization in charge 
of  the SAT and ACT applies a penalty of  one quarter of  
the question per missed question, but no penalty for the 
omitted answers.

“Taking the SAT more than once showed me how I can 
get better,” Barrett said. “It’s good to take it two times 
because it helps you understand what to study from your 
weaknesses and strengths.”

Freshmen Tenniea Galloway and Zach Buss work on a project in English. The Pay 
Me Now program has motivated many freshmen to keep their grades up. Photo 
by Tyler Knudson

Dara Marquez
Staff writer



How long have you been playing?
I have been playing since 4th grade.

How do you think the season is 
going so far?

The season is going to go better than most people are giving 
us credit for. We’re doing a really great job and we can call 
ourselves an actual team. [We are 4-0]

What will be your toughest challenge?
My toughest challenge will be playing against Plymouth and 
then making it to state.

How long have you been running cross 
country?
I have been running cross country since 7th grade.

How do you think the season is going to go?
It’ll be the best season that we’ve ever had because 
we’re having more fun as a team. We have some of  the 
best individuals.

What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?
The thing I enjoy most about 
this sport is the fact that is a 

self  motivated sport and you can be 
as good as you want to be.

How long have you been playing?
I have been playing soccer since I was four 
years old.

How do you think the season is going 
to go so far?
The season is going to go pretty 
well even though we’re a young 
team. For example, we won against 
Memorial.

What is the hardest task to complete?
The hardest task to complete is staying focused and working 
our hardest to constantly progress with each game and 
practice. 

How long have you been 
playing?
I have been playing soccer 
since I was six.

How do you think the season is 
going to go?
I’m very excited because we have a lot of  
talent so hopefully we’ll be able to go farther than we have 
before this season because everybody gets along and we 
have fun.

What will be your toughest challenge? 
The hardest task to complete is staying positive when we 
fall behind in a game.  Playing against Penn in sectionals 
will be challenging too.

How long have you been running?
I have been running for two years.

How do you think the season is going to go?
It is going to go really well because we have a lot of  
new people that have a lot of  talent...plus we improve 
at every practice

What will be your toughest 
challenge?
My toughest challenge is 
mentally getting into the run…
and having the stamina to get 
through hot practices.

How long have you been playing?
I have been playing since 3rd Grade at 
Indiana Ultimate.

How do you think the season is 
going to go?
It’s going to go great because we have a lot of  talent on the 
team and we all get along and agree on a lot of  things.

What will be your toughest upcoming challenge?
My toughest challenge will be to get over the fact that it’s 
my last cheerleading experience. And building flexibility so 
that I can perform a jump, do a high kick or slide down into 
a split.

Athletics begin again at CHS
This season, many athletes have trained, practiced and played their sports. 
   Seniors step it up - underclassmen follow their lead.
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CONCORD-IPFW -HS AD - FALL VISIT (Sept)

Picture
yourself 
at IPFW

To schedule a visit:
www.ipfw.edu/admissions/contact/schedule
or call 260-481-6812

An equal opportunity/equal access university

Where do you see yourself?
I came to IPFW 

because it’s 
awesome!

Kearstyn Keller
–Woodlan HS,’09

Woodburn, Ind. 
(left)

INDIANA UNIVERSITY–PURDUE UNIVERSITY FORT WAYNE

SARAH CLARK (11)
Cross Country

 KELSEY SMUCKER (12)
Soccer

ALEC STUBBS (10)
Soccer

JARRED FAIR (12)
Cross Country

CORINDA THRAPP (12)
Cheerleading

LARONE SMITH (12)
Football
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