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As an editorial staff, this year has been difficult in its own unique ways for Jessika and 
myself. The lack of  a large, comprehensive staff  and, more often than not, a lack of  unity 
among staff  members who have been largely unfamiliar with one another and/or the 
software we use, have forced us to struggle through issue after issue, barely making the 
quota in terms of  advertisements sold so that each issue can actually be produced – readers 
may notice that this year’s issues have been, for the most part, thinner than last year’s 
– and the stress that goes along with producing solid journalistic work has really taken 
its toll on both of  us. The J-lab has served as more of  a three-ring circus than a work 
environment, despite our (debatably) best efforts, so when we decided to go through with 
the second annual one-day issue of  The Minute, we did so tentatively and with a strong sense 
of  apprehension.

Maybe even dread.
To explain, the one-day issue is an all-inclusive day of  production where we take on 

the persona of  a real newspaper staff. Where we typically have three to four weeks to 
brainstorm, compile research, conduct interviews, take pictures, write stories and design 
the pages for an issue of  the magazine, everything in this issue of  The Minute will be 
completed in twelve hours precisely. As the cover suggests, this is truly the 720-minute 
Minute. Daunting indeed.

Some of  the most notable stories this time around are likely the prom stories that can 
be found on pages six and seven, which students will be able to use that knowledge to their 
advantage tomorrow. Also relevant to readers’ interests are Nick Wells’ article on yesterday’s 
Student Council elections and guest writer Madeline Valle’s article pertaining to the Fine 
Arts Academic Super Bowl Team’s success at their Area competition and progression to 
State competition.

So, I implore our readers to ignore the multitudinous errors that will likely be the 
trademark of  this particular issue, and I ask them instead to read this issue of  the magazine 
knowing that all of  the details within, all of  the planning and producing, all of  the 
interviews and pictures, showcase what actually happened yesterday here at the high school 
while classes were going on as normal. In fact, our dear editor-in-chief  has been so bogged 
down with hastily designing the pages for this issue that she appointed me to write her 
introductory editorial for her. The first rule of  journalism is that news must be timely, and 
this issue encompasses that idea to the fullest. If  nothing else, it gives students something 
to talk about for a couple of  hours before they throw their copy away.

To conclude, as you can see, the issue came out on time. Many of  the stories were quite 
top-notch. We had a lot of  fun, despite the difficulties that arose throughout the day. The 
only setback was that one of  us may have lost his mind.
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E L  M I N U T O
As the end of  this trimester draws near, the 

ability for seniors to concentrate is also dwindling at 
an alarming, yet predictable, rate. In Chris Judson’s 
A.P. English class, students have had two papers due 
within the past five 
days. To alleviate 
some of  the stress 
and fatigue of  these 
barely conscious 
students, they will be 
creating a sardonic 
deconstruction of  
the pamphlet, “The Cognitive Style of  Power Point” 
by Edward R. Tufte. The deconstruction will be in 
the form of  a power point, hence the gentle sarcasm 
of  the project.  

“[The PowerPoint presentation] is different from 
standard analytical papers. It’s humorous because 
it’s a deconstruction,” Ben Clark (12) said. 

The change of  pace is well-received by the of  
the A.P. students. “I think it’ll be kind of  fun,” Cari 

McAfoos (12) said. “It’s a lot better than what we 
normally do in class.”

Judson’s students are not the only ones feeling 
the mid-tri blues. Many of  our seniors are thirsting 

for graduation. The closer 
graduation day comes, the 
more severe the case of  
unrelenting senioritis.

 “I don’t want to do the 
work, I just gave up because 
I don’t have to pass any 
of  my classes [in order to 

graduate],” Brandon Pumel (12) said. 
The work load received from classes is making 

it difficult for students to combat the unyielding 
symptoms of  senioritis through the remainder of  
the trimester. 

“[The work load] makes me want to quit school,” 
Ben Clark said. 

Projects a remedy for senioritis

CSI 117:

Madeline Valle
Guest writer

Seniors in Chris Judson’s AP English class work on their Powerpoint presentations.  
Photo by Renee’ Wagner

“[The PowerPoint presentation] 
is different from standard 
analytical papers. It’s humorous 
because it’s a deconstruction.”
--Ben Clark (12)

After finishing up an extensive 
unit concerning the cardiovascular 
system, medical anatomy students will 
undertake their new roles as crime 
scene investigators next week. 

Jim Routhier (science teacher) 
reserved computer carts for the entirety 
of  next week, allowing the students 
to participate in a CSI simulation. 
Students will work through a murder 
scene by collecting 
samples of  DNA, 
examining blood 
spatter patterns and 
solving the case. 

B e c a u s e 
everything is 
graded on the 
computer, work 
load for Routhier 
would seem fairly light—except he 
will use his newly found free time 
preparing real life labs to accompany 
the virtual ones. 

“We’ll be looking at blood samples, 
hair samples, blood spatter—
everything,” Routhier said. 

Analyzing blood spatter patterns in 
particular will encompass a large set 
of  skills to complete effectively. First, 
Routhier will create the spatter and 
direct the students to look at the shape 
of  the drops. 

“A circle would mean it dropped 
straight down, but most of  them have 
tails that point away from the direction 

that they came from. [The students] 
will have to use physics to find a point 
where they all meet, and then we have 
a depth gauge to see how far from the 
wall the spatter was,” Routhier said.

The students have high expectations 
for the project as well.

“I’m excited,” Fernando Gonzalez 
(12) said. “Last year [in human anatomy 
and physiology] we mainly learned 

the basics 
and bone 
s t r u c t u r e . 
Now, though, 
we get to 
apply our 
k n o w l e d g e 
and figure 
things out for 
ourselves. It 

kind of  gives us a taste of  life after 
high school.” 

Gonzalez is also taking AP Biology, 
which he feels helps solidify his base 
of  knowledge since the two courses 
overlap in some areas. 

The following week, students will 
also begin reconstructing faces from 
skulls, acting as forensic sculptors. 

As Gonzalez thought of  the 
impending project, a broad smile 
spread across his face. 

“I’m not at all artistically inclined, 
but J.R. taught us well.” 

“We get to apply our 
knowledge and figure 
things out for ourselves. It 
kind of gives us a taste of 
life after high school.” 

--Fernando Gonzalez (12)

Javier Escovar
Guest Writer

Medical Anatomy applies skills 
in murder scene simulation

Parker seeks aid for Darfur

Caytee Clark
Staff Writer

While many students look at Devin Parker 
(12) and just see a happy and energetic student, 
some would not realize that he also participates 
actively in his church community service 
activities. 

Parker and his friends Kevin Peachy (12) 
and Derek Roberts (12) spent their first hour 
Thursday walking door to door asking permission 
to hang posters for their fundraising concert at 
Parker’s local church, Sugar Grove. Parker is 
helping with the audio for the occasion.

“There will be merchandise tables and 
snacks,” Parker said. “And eight bands in total.”

The eight bands, all playing acoustic sets, are 
The Rendition, Inbirdseye, Seasons, Wax Eyes, 
Nathaniel vs. Industry, Nathan Edwin, Calchidas 
and Jeff  Oyer. The event’s proceeds go directly 
to “Save Darfur,” a national organization.

The Safe Darfur Coalition is committed to 
stopping and preventing genocide and providing 
health services and homes for the Darfuri people 
in Sudan.

This month is especially active in campaign 
work for Darfur as April is genocide prevention 
month.

According to safedarfur.org, Darfuris have 
been displaced by genocidal violence for six 
years, leaving millions at risk for starvation and 
disease. 

“[Students can] become involved by surfing 
the internet,” Kendra Mosier (English teacher) 
said. “There was candlelight vigil for the women 
who were attacked in Darfur about a month ago 
in South Bend.”

According to Mosier, by being informed of  
the news, students will become tolerant and are 
more likely to do charitable events like Parker.

“[I just felt] that my friends and I needed to 
help someone out,” Parker said.

Parker explains that the pastor at his church 
taught that everyone should reach out to the 
community and to help out in general.

“I think I should help out because God is 
pushing me toward that direction,” Parker said.

Mosier hopes Parker’s event will influence 
others.

“The students could even organize something 
in school,” Mosier said.

Both Sugar Grove Church and Safe Darfur 
are available on Facebook, so students can get 
connected, according to Parker. 

The event will be May 8, with a $7 entrance 
fee. The doors open at 5 p.m. and music starts 
at 6 p.m.

8 72 7
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S P O R T S

The Lady Minutemen softball team is off  to an 
impressive start as they stand with a record of  4-2. 
On Friday they will take on a very talented team 
in the Lady Raiders of  Northridge. Northridge’s 
record stands at a very respectable 7-3. While CHS 
comes into the game on a high note after shutting 
out Plymouth on Wednesday, they have their work 
cut out for them if  they want to continue their 
winning ways.

Both teams come into this game with a conference 
record of  1-0 and a chance to gain some early 
momentum for the rest of  the season. 

Kaitlyn Horner (12) has been swinging a hot bat 
as of  late for the Minutemen and continued that in 
their last game against Plymouth, as she doubled and 
drove in two of  the teams’ four runs for the game. 
Courtney Cameron (12) has led CHS in pitching all 
season as she has averaged around 15 strikeouts per 
game. In the game against Plymouth she struck out 
twelve and only gave up two hits. 

CHS begins a tough stretch of  games including 
this one as they take on Memorial, Goshen and 
Warsaw in consecutive games. All of  the next 
four games come against teams with winning 
records. This is the time and place where the Lady 
Minutemen will be able to determine if  in fact they 
are for real and can compete in the Northern Lakes 
Conference this season. 

Northridge presents a challenge because of  their 
offense. They have been one of  the top scoring 
teams in the NLC and when they are swinging the 
bats like they are capable of, they can almost score 
at will.  So CHS features a dominating pitching staff  
while Northridge comes with a powerful offensive 
attack. So whether it is the Minutemen’s top-notch 
pitching or Northridge’s explosive offense that 
shines through more prominently, either way, this 
one promises to be a barnburner. 

First inning full of excitement as 
Minutemen look to tame Panthers

Brandon Sebastian
Staff writer

CHS prepares 
for tough game 
against Raiders

Logan Draus (10) steps to the plate to lead 
off  the bottom of  the 1st for the Minutemen 
as players and coaches for Northwood look 
on. The Panthers struck first with three runs 
in the top of  the innings against CHS pitcher 
Steven Reed (10). The Minutemen bounced 
right back scoring four runs of  their own. The 
inning was highlighted by Kyle Konarski’s (12) 
three-run home run. Northwood came into the 
game with a record of  2-4 with CHS coming 
in at 5-2. 

As of  5:30 the bottom of  the first was just 
completed and the Minutemen we on top by 
a score of  4-3. CHS is coming off  of  a tough 
loss to unbeaten Plymouth by a score of  5-1. 
Northwood is also coming off  of  a very tough 
loss to swallow as they fell to Northridge 9-8. 
Northridge scored a run in the bottom of  the 
seventh inning to pull out the win.  

In the top of  the first the only  highlight 
for the Minutemen was a fantastic diving catch 
by rightfielder Jordan Haitsma (11). Text and 
photo by Brandon Sebastian.

Paige Freeze (9) watches as teammates warm-up for the game against 
Northwood. Photo by Braxton Troyer



Knowing can be deadly. This is poorly shown in the new hor-
ror-disaster flick, “Knowing”, that was released March 20, 2009. 
The prediction driven story opens with a mysterious young girl 
who hears voices which leads her to write line after line of  ran-
dom code, which is then sealed into a time capsule. 

Fifty years later, the time capsule is opened and the message 
from the little girl is given to John Koestler, a depressed astro-
physics professor, and his son who are both trying to cope with 
the death of  their wife and mother. From there, the movie esca-
lates to worldwide ramifications as Koestler finds a pattern in the 
randomness of  the numbers and makes a terrifying discovery. 

       Style is a very large part of  this movie, shown through 
music, and suspense. The soundtrack of  the film creates an over-
ly eerie effect while the dark settings, including numerous night 
scenes and cloudy morning scenes, all add to the hopelessness 
and the overall feel of  the film. What make aspects of  the movie 
really stand out are the sequences of  suspense, like dark figures, 
and intense disaster scenes with shocking visuals. This style has 
been created before, but in Knowing they are escalated to a new 

level. With the directing, the filmmakers shot the movie in way 
that was part-thriller and part-epic. 

  For being a movie of  epic proportions, reviews so far 
have toppled it off  of  the epic pedestal. After receiving generally 
low ratings and several bashings for its regurgitated ideas, the 
film has done surprisingly well in box office sales and came in 
at number one on opening weekend. The problem is that a sci-fi 
disaster movie has been done time and time again, and there are 
not any new surprises to make the plot stand out. 

Even with the adequate acting and spectacular special ef-
fects, the overbearing message is seemingly shoved down the 
audience’s throats, making it a slightly less-than- average sit 
through. There has been a lot of  agreement that, as far as enjoy-
ing the movie goes, the audience will either dislike it or love it, 
with the majority voting the former. It would defiantly be placed 
beside such other disaster movie let-downs like The Day the 
Earth Stood Still and Cloverfield. Never-
theless, the concept of  the film is interest-
ing enough to keep the viewer watching. 

Opinion

5April 24, 2009

CBS has a much more noteworthy offering 
for it’s 10:00 P.M. timeslot. Harper’s Island is 
a new horror mystery show, which promises 
to kill off  a character every week until the 
season finale in July. 

The new show is about a girl named Ab-
bey Mills (Elaine Cassidy), who returns home 
to Harper’s Island after several years for her 
friend’s wedding. She left the island after a 
series of  cereal murders, in which her moth-
er was a victim, occurred. Though the cereal 
killer is supposedly dead, the murders start 
up again, apparently this time in connection 
with the wedding, as the viewer sees the first 
murder—involving a man tied to the bottom 
of  a boat next to the propeller—occurs on 
the boat ride over to the island.

The show has good timing when it comes 
to how the murders are carried out, and the 
characters, though temporary, are entertain-
ing. Sound effects are properly utilized and 
the audience has no idea who will get mur-
dered next, as several apparently main char-
acters are killed off  within the first two epi-

sodes. The storyline and events of  the show 
are compelling and you can tell the staff  had 
fun filming the show.

I’m not saying the show doesn’t have any 
flaws though. Some of  the murders look fair-
ly cheesy, but this is excusable due to the fact 
that the show is on a network channel dur-
ing primetime, and so the content is adjusted 
accordingly to make the show more family 
oriented. 

Whether or not the show will be a success 
overall will ultimately depend on the ending, 
but it’s definitely a show that is fun to watch 
for now, and shows a lot of  promise if  the 
rest of  the season is done right. Basically, the 
finale is what will make or break this series, 
but for now, the show definitely has poten-
tial. 

Braxton Troyer
Guest Writer

Photo provided by Google Images

It goes without saying that there are 
already enough law enforcement dramas 
on television (i.e. CSI, NCIS, Law and Or-
der, etc.) and Southland is NBC’s attempt 
at trying to get in on the fad that CBS has 
been in firm control of.

 I try not to judge a show on 
the first few episodes while some aspects 
of  the series are still experimental, but 
Southland makes the same mistakes in its 
second episode as it did the first. I mean, 
they brag that they have a great writer, 
but I’d say the show would be better as 
a book, because they don’t use character 
names enough for them to be memorable, 
and the show always skips from character 
every now and then. Also, character back-
ground stories are given at the most in-
appropriate times, like when Officer Ben 
Sherman (the main character portrayed 
by Benjamin McKenzie) talks about how 
his father walked out on his mother while 
he was a child, when at a retirement party. 
Similar situations like this give the show a 
very uncomfortable feeling.

 The show feels likeable at first, 
but the viewer can get confused by how 
the show annoyingly tries to be funny by 
breaking the fourth wall by referring to 

an actor’s former role within the first ten 
minutes of  the first episode, but an a way 
that the viewer believes it is part of  the 
character’s back story.

 It tries to promote itself  by saying it 
has an executive producer from ER, but 
this doesn’t mean anything when you 
consider this is only one position on the 
show’s staff. In fact, the biggest problem 
I have with the show is how mediocre the 
quality of  the audio is. Most of  the time 
I couldn’t even understand what was be-
ing said over the sound of  cars and other 
types of  white noise thrown in to give 
the show a realistic feel. While this works 
well with the casual comedy series The 
Office, which intentionally takes itself  too 
seriously to add to the humor, this doesn’t 
work well with a serious TV drama, when 
dialogue can be relevant for the viewer to 
understand how the characters figured 
out whodunit.

Overall, it’s just another law enforce-
ment show that is trying to bank off  of  
the success of  popular CBS shows like 
NCIS and CSI. Tyler Knudson

Guest Writer

“Knowing” rocky in 
plot, solid in effect
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F e a t u r e

According to the Elkhart Truth, every girl who bought 
a new prom dress last year spent an average of  $236 for 
the garment. Though many girls do not spend any thing 
close to this number for formalwear, others do splurge at 

prom time and 
with the state 
of  the economy 
as it is, many 
are forced to cut 
back their dance 
budget. Several 
girls at Concord 
are doing just that 
by getting creative 
and many of  them 
are making their 
own dresses this 
year. 

“I have the 
ability to sew, and 
it’s cheaper than 
going out and 
finding [a dress],” 
Angie Troyer (11) 
said.

Cost is all 
dependent on the 
individual and how 
much one wishes 
to spend on the 
endeavor, but it can 

be considerably less expensive than buying new. Cutting 
expenses isn’t the only advantage of  constructing one’s 
own dress, however. Many girls are conscious of  showing 
up in the same gown as everyone else, so by making their 
own they can ensure that their outfit is completely custom 
to personal taste and size.

“When you make it, you know exactly what you want,” 
Troyer said. 

Homemade dresses make a bold and unique statement 
because they have the ability to cater to every girl’s unique 
desires for their perfect dress. Instead of  struggling to find 
a dress that flatters, girls who make their own dresses are 
able to design a dress that has all the features they would 
prefer. 

“It’s harder for me to find dresses that I like and are 
different,” Rachelle Fox (12) said. “When you make your 
own, it fits your body type perfectly.”

But not all girls are experienced with sewing and many 
don’t have the ability to construct a brand new dress. 
That does not mean that buying new is the only way to 
go. Borrowing a friend’s gown can also be a cost-conscious 
decision. Many girls want to be able to keep their dress 
after the event and with some simpler tricks, it is possible 
to cut costs and still have a custom dress.

“I know some girls go to thrift shops,” Fox said, “And 
with a few additions, [the dresses] could be something 
really cool.”

Thrift shops sell many donated dresses which tend to be 
simple in structure, and lots of  older sisters have dresses 
hanging in their closets, collecting dust, from their proms. 
Ribbons, beads and some other embellishments do not 
require a single stitch and can be added with a hot-glue 
gun for a custom look. 

“It’s cool when girls go to vintage shops, find something, 
and add new fabric or update a color or design,” Fox said.

If  putting together something alone is a completely 
unrealistic task, many mothers, aunts and family friends 
are more capable of  taking on the feat.

“When I was little, my mom used to make dresses all the 
time for me for pageants,” Fox said. “So it isn’t anything 
new.”

With prom right around the corner, it isn’t very practical 
to start in on something new, but these suggestions are 
suitable for any dance at any time of  the year and some 
of  the techniques utilizing old dresses can be applied last 
minute. 

Prom
Heard in the halls
Seniors

“It’s harder 
for me to find 
dresses that 
I like and are 
different.  
When you 
make your 
own, it 
fits your 
body type 
perfectly.”

-Rachelle 
Fox (12)

Sewing their 
way to prom

Kayla Evans
Staff Writer

How much $ are you 
spending on prom?

“Right now I’ve 
spent $160,”  Quinton 
Morton (12) said. 
“By the time I’m 
done, I’ll have spent 
roughly $200.”
“I just spent $160 on 
my dress,”  Megan 
Vail (12) said. 
“That’s it, no shoes.”

“I spent $200 on 
my dress,”  Jaymi 
Lechlitner (12) said.
“I spent $120 on 
my tux and dinner 
for the both of  us is 
going to be about $45 
and the tickets are 
both $34,”  Jordan 
Long (12) said.

$399

$360
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Prom
The marble floors reflect the colored lights and casino 

chips are clinking, squeals of  excitement whispering up 
the decorated stairs. Another set of  stairs urges dancers 
to rush up, closer to the beckoning sound of  the DJ’s 
thumping music. 

These are just some of  the scenes that Jessica McCarthy 
(junior class sponsor) has imagined for the junior-senior 
prom. 

The problem with this vision, however, is that it did not 
involve as many people as will actually be attending the 
dance. 

McCarthy has sold a total of  428 tickets.
“We weren’t expecting to sell this many,” McCarthy 

said, “especially with the economy and everything.”
Though only anticipating the sale of  about 350 tickets, 

McCarthy is glad they were able to sell more.
However, the capacity limit the College Football Hall 

of  Fame (CFHF), where the prom is being held, is 400, 
according to collegefootball.org.

“I think we’ll be okay,” McCarthy said. “More people in a 
large space just makes a better vibe for dancing.”

There are three floors within the CFHF: Gridiron Plaza 
(downstairs) will be used for games, Stadium Theater 
(middle floor) is going to be used for pictures and bathrooms, 
while the press box will serve as the dance floor.

“Everyone will be spaced out,” McCarthy said. “Some 
[people] will be downstairs, some will be upstairs, and it 
will be comfortable.”

Along with McCarthy, teachers and administrators will 
be chaperoning and supervising the dance. 

“We’re all going to help the administrators,” Tim 
Dawson (dean of  students) said. “We’re going to stand 
around and look for inappropriate behavior.”

Fortunately, previous CHS dances have been relatively 
calm in terms of  students breaking rules, according to 
Dawson.

“[My biggest worry] is that students will make a poor 
choice and come under the influence,” Dawson said.

Students will be checked in and checked out when at the 

dance, so the administration will know when the students 
arrive and leave.

“If  there are any kind of  fights or students under the 
influence,” Dawson said, “we’ll address it at that time.”

According to Dawson, if  there are any problems, parents 
will be notified, and expulsion could be an option.

“Speaking as a parent myself,” Dawson said, “you have 
to trust the date your child is going with, and hope you 
made a good 
choice.”

The class 
s p o n s o r s , 
i n c l u d i n g 
M c C a r t h y , 
and teacher 
s u p e r v i s o r s 
will be 
watching on 
all floors in 
case students 
are in need of  
them.

McCarthy 
has printed 
out directions 
to the CFHF. 
Stop by her 
room to pick 
them up along 
with picture 
pamphlets.

“ [ T h e 
h a r d e s t 
decision was] going against the grain with everything 
including the DJ, ticket prices and decorations.” McCarthy 
said, “I could have never done it without the help of  Frau 
[Leszczynski] (German teacher).”

“Speaking as a 
parent myself, 

you have to 
trust the date 

your child is 
going with, 

and hope you 
made a good 

choice.”

-Tim 
Dawson 

(dean of students)

Heard in the halls
Juniors

Dancing cheek 
to cheek...to cheek

Caytee Clark
Staff Writer

How much $ are you 
spending on prom?

 I paid $70 for my 
dress and about $30 
on jewelry,”  Hayley 
Warner (11) said. 
“It’s going to probably 
be like $30 for dinner 
and it was around $8 
for my corsage.”
“My tux was $125,”  
Nolan Gavin (11) 
said.

“Well we’re having 
an at home dinner 
after prom,”  Cameron 
Doering (11) said. 
“It was $110 for my 
tux and $34 for the 
tickets.”
“My mom made my 
dress. It was like 
$5.99 for my shoes 
at Forever 21,”  Alex 
Angulo (11) said.

$280

$114.99
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Feature

Some other changes that will take effect next year are the adjustments made to the 
school calendar. The State Department of  Education determined recently that 
half-days will no longer count as full days. That means that next year there will be 

no half-days and students will have to attend 180 full days of  school. The only exception 
is when students are forced to come in late due to hostile weather. This, however, only 
applies to a two hour delay and any delay longer than that will not count. 

“In some ways, it won’t let us do things that are beneficial unless we find other ways 
to do [them],” Tracy Armitage (assistant principal) said.

This new rule has stirred controversy among some teachers because of  all the events 
that typically take place during half  days, such as parent-teacher conferences.

“I think that students are going to suffer because it’s taking away [afternoon] parent 
teacher conferences and teacher training,” Wirt said.

When the new rule goes into effect, administrators will be forced to plan these 
important meetings around the school day rather than allowing a half-day. 

The focus group that met in order to polish the plagiarizing rule has now finished. 
“We determined the definition of  academic dishonesty, everything from 

homework papers to exams,” Layla Wirt (English teacher) said.
With the rule now finalized, teachers agreed on a definition of  plagiarism and also 

mandated some consequences for cheating.
“We made sure that the definition was clear and consistent, Wirt said. “There are a 

range of  consequences for teachers to choose from. They fall into two categories: first 
degree infraction and a second degree infraction.”

A first degree infraction includes cheating on homework assignments or on quizzes. 
Students commit a second degree infraction when they repeat an offence from the first 
degree or when they cheat on an exam or test.

“Every infraction [will be] reported on STI and then the consequences range from 
a warning to the loss of  an exemption, grade reduction, detention, parent contact and 
Tuesday and Wednesday school,” Wirt said.

However, it is up to the teachers to determine what discipline measures they want to 
take.

“One of  our big [concerns] is that this is an issue of  character,” Wirt said.
The rule is still subject to change though because it still needs to be approved by the 

administration.

CHS has implemented new rules that will take effect next year. Although most of  the rules were planned in advance, some of  them were 
unexpected. In fact, some of  them have yet to be proposed. Some of  the changes that will be incorporated into next year’s handbook 
include disciplining students that get caught plagiarizing and alterations to the school calendar.

Plagiarism:

Calendar, handbook will undergo changes

The election was close. Joel Contreras 
(11) and Corinda Thrapp (11) are the 
new Student Body President- and Vice 
President-elect. 

Posters, signs, giving away gum and 
word of  mouth: These are some of  the 
strategies this year’s Student Council 
presidential candidates have taken in order 
to get the votes of  the student body. They 
had a large audience to sway and the trick 
was to not overwhelm students in the 
process.

“One method I tried was to give away 
gum,” Lowell Ritter (11) said. “It was just 
more of  a fun thing to do. It was a way 
to get the name out there and meet new 
people.” 

This was an agreeable approach because 
Ritter needed a way to get his name out 
there, considering that he is new to the 
school. Jenkins’ and Ritter’s first plans, if  
elected, would have been to bridge the gap 
between students and administrators. 

“42% of  the freshmen voted,” Mrs. 
Bohn (administrative assistant to Mrs. 
Cocanower) said. “Only 32% of  the 
sophomores and juniors . . . voted.” 

Word of  mouth would have to spread 
outside of  the candidates’ friends in order 

to get to the majority of  the freshmen who 
voted. 

“It was kind of  hard to get the work 
done for campaigning because we both had 
track,” Corinda Thrapp (11) said. 

The only candidate not involved in school 
sports at this time was Jenkins (11). This 
made it difficult for candidates to campaign 
against each other.

“I thought Corrinda and I were going to 

win until it came close to the Election Day,” 
Contreras said. “I heard Ritter and Jenkins’ 
names in the hall, and I was getting pretty 
nervous, especially when I had to walk to 
the office next to Corrinda, Lowell and 

Jackie. We were all shaking because we 
were so nervous.” 

The campaigning was nerve-wracking 
for everyone running and was probably 
more stressful because the candidates are 
all friends. It is clear, though, that while 
they may have things in common, they all 
have different goals.

“My first goal for presidency is to have 
people come to me and let me know what 
they want changed in the school and any 
concerns they might have,” Contreras 
said. 

The two sets of  candidates had 
different views as to what they would do 
if  elected. Contreras wanted to focus on 
what the students wanted. Thrapp plans 
on focusing on topics students aren’t used 
to, something “wacky.” Ritter had planned 
on focusing on school spirit and working 
on the student council. 

“I was so happy when I found out we 
won. We can do so much for Concord,” 
Thrapp said. 

Juniors Patrick Pyfer and Addie Allen lead fellow classmate Lindsay Ogle (11) through the voting prcoess. Photo by 
Tyler Knudson

Jose Alvarez
Staff Writer

Contreras, Thrapp win Student Council election

School calendar:

Nick Wells
Guest Writer
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The wait is over, the winners are set. The ultra-
competitive pop tab wars that stirred emotions, caused 
competitiveness to peak at an all time high amongst teachers 
and, in some cases, caused blood to spill, is now over. When 
it was time to turn in all of  the tabs to be counted on 
Wednesday, something unexpected 
occurred. Most people believed that 
either the junior or seniors were 
going to scuffle for first place. That, 
however, was not the case. 

Freshman sponsors Marlies 
Leszczynski (German teacher) and 
Shari Durkin (ESL teacher) completely 
obliterated the competition.                                                                                      

 “I didn’t even have to weigh [the 
pop tabs]. Just by looking at them, 
it’s pretty obvious who won,” Heather 
Bohn (associate principal’s secretary) 
said.

Although the official numbers 
are not in yet, it is obvious to those 
involved that the number of  pop 
tabs collected this year is not nearly 
enough to compare it to last year’s 
turnout.

“The ninth-graders tore it up, but I 
don’t know if  we just didn’t advertise 
enough,” Bohn said. “Second place 
is pretty close between juniors and 
seniors,” 

Every teacher took the pop tab wars seriously, but 
Leszczynski and Durkin took it to a whole new level. 

“Mrs. Durkin and I went through every recycle box 
on a regular basis at the high school and the junior high,” 
Leszczynski said, “and Mrs. Durkin works cafeteria duty 

and she went around and asked students for pop tabs.”
Durkin and Leszczynski altogether managed to fill up 

several water jugs with pop tabs. When it was time to turn 
in the pop tabs, they were confident in the amount of  pop 
tabs that they had collected. According to Leszczynski, 

she felt her only competition was Jackie 
Foy (senior class sponsor) because Foy had 
collected pop tabs from her daughter that 
had been saved up since last year. 

Aside from all of  the competitive amongst 
teachers, the real goal was to collect as many 
pop tabs as possible. 

“I don’t really know why we didn’t get a 
lot of  pop tabs,” Bohn said. “Maybe it was a 
lack of  awareness or people drinking more 
bottles rather than cans.”

Even though there was not a high 
turnout, CHS will continue to conduct the 
pop tab wars.

“We think it’s for a good cause, we just 
need to figure out a way to better promote it 
next year,” Bohn said.

For this year, both Leszczynski and 
Durkin will take pride in knowing that they 
came out on top even though, according to 
Leszczynski, winning was never a question.

“When Mrs. Durkin and I do something, 
we do it whole-heartedly,” Leszczynski 

said. 

The 1950s, a time considered 
“the Golden Years” for teenagers 
and the years that infuriated 
many parents was characterized 
by slick hairdos and new genres 
of  music. While many families 
lived bland lifestyles, American 
teenagers were establishing new 
trends that would ultimately 
shape how future generations 
acted. Kate Hummel (social 
studies teacher) wants to make 
sure her students remember this 
rebellious time in history.

“The 1950s pop culture unit 
is about groups who didn’t get 
noticed back then,” she said. 
“I have the students perform 
TV shows. This way I see that 
students tend to remember 
things a little easier.”

Along with learning about 
rebellion against conformity, 
Hummel also wants students 
to learn about different ethnic 
groups during this time period. 
Students were given the 
opportunity to choose from a 
broad list of  groups that included 
African-, Mexican-, Chinese-, 

Japanese- and Native-Americans, 
and also non-ethnic groups like 
women and low-income families.

“We learn about groups that 
don’t get a lot of  attention, and 
also it gives us a chance to learn 
about them as well,” she said.

By doing the TV show 
project, students are more likely 
to remember the information. 
Instead of  just cracking open 
a textbook and reading, this 
alternative project keeps the 
students both entertained and 
educated.

“It’s important to keep the 
students engaged,” she said. 
“This way it makes it a little more 
interesting for them and this way 
they can be more involved in the 
learning process.”

Just some of the numerous pop tabs collected are displayed in the main office. Photo by Kate Kilgore.

U.S. History tunes into the 1950s with TV show project

Juniors Skyler Herendeen, Darin Johnson and Jordon Haitsma practice for their tv show skit about Japanese Americans in the 1950s.

Jose Alvarez
Staff Writer

Photo and text by Jose Alvarez
Staff Writer

Freshman sponsors win pop tab war
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This past Tuesday, the Fine Arts team placed 
first in the Senior Academic Super Bowl Area 
Competition.

For the past four months, seniors Cecily 
Valdez, Jessica Izak, Kayla Evans, and Amanda 
Miller have prepared for the Academic Super 
Bowl competitions in weekly meetings under 
the direction of Elaine Pyle (team coach), 
pouring over books, memorizing biographies of 
composers, looking at examples of Viking ships, 
distinguishing between styles of art and listening 
to Norse music. 

“Sometimes,” Valdez said, “we don’t hear the 
clip of the song until the competition, which is 
frustrating.”

After hearing the clip, the team then has twenty 
seconds to consider the instruments involved, beat 
and style to determine the answer the question 
writers deemed correct. However, this does not 
necessarily mean that the true answer coincides 
with the answer according to the writers. 

“We emailed the State our own stance on three 
of the questions,” Pyle said. 

Izak explained they found three separate texts 
contradicting the answer provided by the State, 
and Valdez had two other sources that supported 
their own answer for a different question. 

Despite these setbacks, the team’s hard work 
reached fruition when the team placed fourth in 
the State, allowing them to advance to State Finals 
Senior Academic Super Bowl Competition, which 
will take place in Indianapolis on May 9. 

“We officially got 18 points, but the questions 
that we challenged [on the grounds that the answer 
given was incorrect] would’ve given us at least 
three more points. I guess they decided not to go 
over them,” Valdez said. 

Upon hearing they were going to State, an event 
no one can recall happening for at least three years, 
most team members rejoiced. 

“I got a text from Kayla, and I couldn’t believe 
it. I’m nervous, but I think we’ll have fun” Valdez 
said. 

“I’m pumped! The school pays for our Starbucks 
and everything, so this is pretty exciting,” Izak 
said.

The Social Studies team placed sixty-second in 
the State with 11 points, while Math was nineteenth 
with 18 points. The Science team took seventy-
seventh with 10 points, and Interdisciplinary (a 
conglomeration of all subjects), was eleventh 
with 16 points. English results have yet to be 
announced. 

From house to house adopted children have 
moved, sometimes leaving a whole life behind 
them. There is one thing they hold onto if 
nothing else, their CASA (court appointed special 
advocates). A CASA is 
a person who helps and 
supports an adopted 
child. 

The point of a CASA 
is to be the one person 
they can always rely on 
being there for them. 
Eddie Warr (10) has 
moved from house-to-
house ten times, but he 
had just one CASA. He 
is a poster child for the 
CASA organization now.

“I lived in foster care 
for eight years. I lived in Northwood, Northridge, 
Goshen, and Concord districts during that time.” 
Warr said. 

Through his changes of housing, Warr still 

managed to keep up with his schooling and his 
extra-curricular activities.

 Most of the homes he lived in were not truly 
homes, just houses to stay at with his sister and 

a group of people he was secluded 
from. Foster care was something he 
wanted to get out of. He wanted a 
family.

“I had case workers come and 
go, but there was always just one 
CASA.” Warr said. 

Due to the situations Warr 
experienced, the CASA organization 
recognized him. A poster was made 
of Warr and his CASA to help raise 
money for foster care.

“Oprah, Warren Buffet, Phil 
Ligel, and Microsoft all sent me 
letters asking me to send in my 

story to raise money for the CASA program.” 
Warr said.  

CASA gives CHS student hope
Fine Arts team 

heads to state

Exploratory Teaching doesn’t really seem like 
something I would be interested in. I think that, 
last year, I had just wanted to fill my schedule, 
since I can’t imagine wanting to teach elementary 
kids.

Regardless, I had no idea what I was getting 
in to when I stepped into elementary G/T teacher 
Katie Meyer’s classroom.

The familiar rustle and squeak of guinea pigs 
still echoed throughout, though the giant makeshift 
tree that had adorned the computer workstation, 
deemed a fire hazard, had been removed. Meyer 
looked no different than when I had taken her class 
nearly seven years ago. What struck me most was 
the fact that the students, now Meyer’s full-time 
pupils, struck me as hungry. 

Hunger for knowledge tends to be forgotten in 
the third trimester of one’s senior year. Seniors 
are too preoccupied with college and scholarships 
and four papers they were assigned at the same 
time. Most just do the best they can – They try to 
survive. It amazed me upon seeing these fourth- 
through sixth-graders that they all wanted to be 
there, that they all wanted to learn. 

Shakespeare resides in their closet and, as far 
as I can tell, so do Homer and Vonnegut. Even 
their morning warm-up problems involve such 
creative concepts as inventing and developing an 
eighth dwarf which, over the course of a couple 
of days, will eventually feature in a full-length 

story from each student. I was, to say the least, 
pleasantly surprised. Though I still have to learn to 
scale myself to the level at which these particular 
children learn, I was in the program myself, and 
I know how to stimulate the minds of these kids 
without overshooting it. In what other elementary 
class could I talk about the Minotaur, symbolism 
and point of view in the same lesson?

Meyer, on the other hand, feels as if her program 
is often overlooked by many groups, cadet teachers 
included. Most assume that since her students take 
more rigorous coursework, they’ll be fine. That’s 
not the case, she claims.

“For so long, there’s been this watchdog 
guarding the bottom end of the spectrum,” she 
said, “and it’s really been the upper echelon that’s 
been ‘left behind.’”

It is difficult for her to have a quality Gifted 
and Talented program with one teacher in a school 
of over 700 students, she says, and cadet teachers 
seem the least concerned with her particular 
academic program above all others.

“The [cadet teachers] that feel the calling to 
teach rarely express interest here,” Meyer said.

Though I haven’t had any sort of revelation to 
change my intended career, I’ve found teaching to 
be fun and just a bit more tolerable than I originally 
anticipated. Especially with this group of kids.

Schooley explores teaching

Nick Wells
Guest writer

Photo by Kayla Evans

Madeline Valle
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Taken from the 1978 Concordian.  Caption reads: Dirk Siciliano, Deb Streiker, 
Dana Fisher and Jim Keifer relax during a break.

Brandon Kurtz 
(art teacher)

1. If Not For You – Bob Dillion
“There’s this DVD 

documentary, the Last Waltz. It 
has The Band with Bob Dillion 
and some other stuff too. It’s not 
the first time, but it’s one of the 
first times I heard this song. That 
was in high school.”

2.Land Down Under – Men At 
Work

“In college, I had a friend who 
had the vinyl and our dorm hall 
would play this out loud in the 
hall and we’d sing along.”

3.Easy Living – Blackfoot
“I would always go to Goodwill 

or the Salvation Army looking 
for old records. The one really 
caught my eye. There was a big 
black panther on the cover, which 
is where I thought it got its name. 
I found out later that it’s named 
after the Indian tribe.” 

4.Let Me Go – Cake
“I actually went to a cake 

concert in college with friends. A 
lot of people haven’t heard of this 
band. They’re from the 90s but 
they’re still making music.”

5.Vincent – Don McLean
“I don’t actually know this one 

very well. He’s the same guy who 
sings American Pie.”

Ciara Miller (9)

1.That’s What You Get – Paramore
“My brother used to listen to them, 

so I got into them through him.”
2.Famous Last Words – My Chemical 

Romance
“I really like the mood of it.”
3.Better Than Me – Hinder
“The first time I heard this song was 

at a junior high dance. I was dancing 
with friends.”

4.Breathe Today – Flyleaf
“I like this song because it talks 

about not caring what other people 
think of you, and I’ve liked this band 
since the seventh grade.”

5.Pure White Lace – Eyes Set to Kill
“My brother listens to this band. He had 

me listen to it and I ended up loving it.”

A n a s t a s i a 
Pesosky            (12)

1.I Wanna Be Like You – Louis 
Prima and Phil Harris

“It’s from the Jungle Book and I 
love Disney movies.”

2.Everyday – Phunk Junkies
“I’ve never heard this song before. 

There’s like 1,894 songs on here.”
3.Murder of  Their Minds – 

Various Artists
“It’s from a rock opera about 

Jesus, which is pretty good.”
4.King – Audio Adrenaline
“They’re Christian and I like 

Christian music. I was in the car with 
my friends the first time I heard this 
song.”

5.The Devil Went Down to Jordan 
– Apologetics

“[This band] remakes songs and 
makes them Christian.”

Drew Malcolm (12) peers into a microscope to get a closer look at moss found 
in Stan Larimer’s (biology teacher) back yard. After a test on vertebrates, the AP 
Biology students wasted no time and immediately jumped into their unit on botany. 
The component on plants is one of  the last that the class will cover before the 
AP exam in May. In order to introduce the students to the new terminology and 
plant structures on Thursday, they conducted an observational lab in which they 
magnified moss and dyed celery stalks to examine the xylem cells. Larimer brought 
several different types of  moss from his home to prove the vast diversity of  the 
plant.  Photo by Kayla Evans.



MARCH SPRING CAMPUS VISIT DAY AD

learn laugh live

INDIANA UNIVERSITY–PURDUE UNIVERSITY FORT WAYNE

SEE IPFW
THIS SPRING!

Spring Campus Visit Day
April 26
1–3 p.m.

Walb Student Union

To register:
www.ipfw.edu/admissions

An equal opportunity/equal access university

John Hooley’s Environmental Science students visited Ox Bow Park to conduct water 
quality tests during first and second hours on Thursday.  Photos by Morgan Thurston.
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