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Jessika Bollero
Editor In Chief

Remember in seventh grade when the “cool” thing was to take numerous 
online quizzes, then post every single result on Xanga? I do, and I will 
admit to taking part in it, as well. I remember taking one, specifically, which 
matched your personality to a color based on ten to fifteen not-so-probing 
questions. I impatiently waited for my results, which took a long time to load 
because my family had yet to discover the wonders of  high-speed internet 
(Remember dial-up?), and when they finished travelling through cyberspace 
to appear on my screen, I was furious. Red? Red has always been my least 
favorite color, and here was some test saying my personality was red.  Red 
is connected with power, passion, sensuality -- things that I never really 
connected myself  with in seventh grade.  

This month’s issue of  The Minute pays a not-so-reverant tribute to the 
U.S.’s failing economy with it’s theme “In the Red.” Our newspaper staff  felt 
like we should show the effects the plummeting economy has on all aspects 
of  students’ lives using the stereotypical connection red has with failure.  
Jared’s article on the effects the economy is having on Concord Community 
Schools fits perfectly with Caytee’s story about Indiana schools possibly 
testing a four-day school week to cut costs. Nick’s stories deal more with 
student life itself, telling one senior’s story about the possibility of  failing 
her senior year.  

I deleted my Xanga years ago, and with it went my dislike of  the color red.  
I don’t know why I was so angry with being classified as red. I guess I was 
just mad about something of  mine not being purple.

Contents:
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E L  M I N U T O

Tyler Knudson
Guest Writer

I must admit, I’ve never really been a big fan of  musicals, but I was extremely impressed 
with Concord’s performance of  “My Favorite Year”. This play is much more refreshing to 
watch than most, because it moves away from the traditional formula that most musicals 
follow, in which they insist on singing about what you already saw happen in the previous 
scene. Instead, “My Favorite Year,” uses music to move the plot forward instead of  
redundantly informing the audience of  events that already took place in the show.

“I wasn’t sure how the audience was going to respond, and I was worried because we 
were trying something a little bit different this year,” Bruce Bordner (English teacher) 
said. Needless to say, this risk helped this year’s show greatly, and this uniqueness sets it 
apart from the other shows that have been preformed at the Beickman Performing Arts 
Center in the past. While the show itself  was great, what really set it apart from other 
high school productions was the quality of  the acting. Jimmy Bennett (10) (King Kaiser) 
and Logan Quigley(12) (Sy Benson) both played roles that were completely the opposite 
of  their personalities, so it surprised me how well they were able to pull off  playing these 
roles. 

Jared Fair(11) clearly portrayed his character, “Alan Swan,” and gave the impression of  
having acting experience, so I was quite surprised to learn that this was his first time on 
stage. Perhaps most impressive, however, was Emily Mann(11) as “Belle Mae Steinburg 
Carroca.” Mann was able to keep her character’s Brooklyn accent even while singing, 
which left the audience in shock. 

“Emily Mann was really good, and I was surprised by her singing and acting,” Lindsay 
Ogle (11) said, who saw the show on Sunday.  

In most plays, stereotypes become commonplace and characters are predictable, but 
“My Favorite Year” contained a surprising level of  depth in it’s characters. While this made 
it seem like the actions of  some characters lacked motive, for others this was a refreshing 
change that made the characters seem more like real people and less like your everyday 
sitcom characters. For example, the character of  “Alice Miller,” played by Juliet Barrett 
(11), comes across as standoffish in Act I, but it is later revealed that she cares about the 
relationship between the main character, “Benjy Stone”, played by Fernando Gonzalez 
(12), and “K.C. Downing”, played by Allison Smart (12). This is shown when Barrett’s 
character tries to explain to Smart’s character, why “Benjy” acts like more of  a comedian 
around her than a boyfriend, which she contributes to the nature of  his job.

Overall, this was a really great performance put on by the cast and crew at CHS, and it 
will be interesting to see how Bordner will be able to find a show that can top this one next 
year. While the play did have a few one-liners that made me groan due to the fact that they 
seemed a bit forced into the script in an attempt to gain some cheap laughs, this actually 
added to the charm of  the performance, despite the fact that some of  these lines lacked 
true wit. Bottom-line: this performance was one of  the best that I’ve ever seen, and even 
though at times it tried too hard to be humorous, this show was topnotch and I’d definitely 
go see it again if  I could.  

Logan Quigley (Sy Benson, 12), Juliet Barrett. (Alice Miller, 11), Abby Phelps (10) and Chris Holcomb (12) examine Jarred Fair (Alan Swan, 11) in his drunken state during his first 
appearance in My Favorite Year.

A student’s opinion of the CHS spring musical
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S P O R T S

Brandon Sebastian
Sports Editor

The madness is here! Arguably the best time of  the year for sports. Baseball season is 
kicking off  and the NCAA Men’s Basketball tournament is in full swing. Selection Sunday 
is well behind us the frantic researching and filling out bracket after bracket has passed 
as well. We will already be down to just eight teams after Friday’s 
games are all over. This is the only time of  year when terms such as 
“Bracketology” and “Cinderella” are used and accepted on a regular 
basis in the sports world. The teams left all share the same goal: cutting 
down the nets and taking home the NCAA national championship.  

The NCAA tournament is arguably one of  the most entertaining 
and most watched sporting events during the course of  the year. The 
games aren’t the only things that attract fans in fact most of  them 
watch solely because of  one thing and one thing only: the brackets. 
People young and old, basketball fans and non basketball fans all take 
the time to carefully fill out their brackets. Some people feel as though 
they only need to fill out one bracket, where others, like me, fill out up 
to 25 or more, all for that glimmer of  hope that this is the year they 
finally win their bracket competition. Whether it be for cash prizes or 
just bragging rights, everyone wants to win their bracket.

Most of  us by now know the sheer pain and anguish of  watching 
one of  the teams you have getting to the Final Four fall to some 
unheard of  school without so much as a whimper. Everyone remembers 
George Mason’s improbable run during the 2006 NCAA tournament. 
During that run they took down perennial powers Michigan State, 
North Carolina and UCONN before falling in the Final Four to the 
eventual National Champion Florida Gators. That run captivated 
the nation. It captured the hearts and imaginations of  the basketball 
world, showing that even small, unheard of  school like George Mason 
in lowly Fairfax, Virginia can knock off  some of  the elite programs in 
college basketball. 

While this tournament has lacked the traditional mid-major “Cinderella” team that 
makes a deep run, a few teams have pulled off  upsets in the first round, like Cleveland 
State topping Wake Forest, who was at one point ranked number one in the nation, and 
Western Kentucky taking down Illinois, one of  the top teams in the Big Ten. Arizona, 
while a 12th seed, is still known as a traditional powerhouse, so they don’t quite fall into 

the category of  a “Cinderella.”  So while most of  our brackets either have been, or will 
be destroyed, that doesn’t take away from the enjoyment of  watching the games. The 
“Cinderella” teams, like George Mason from 2006 and Davidson from 2008 are enjoyable 

to watch. Unless, of  course, they are the cause behind your 
bracket combusting into nothing more than incorrect pick 
after incorrect pick. But, all in all, the NCAA tournament 
provides for an enjoyable time and can even win you some 
money in the mean time 

The favorite at this point appears to be UCONN. While 
they came into the tournament as the most controversial 
number one seed they have proven in their first two games 
that they are very much so a legitimate number one seed. 
Hasheem Thabeet has played like a man possessed as he 
continues to use every inch of  his 7 foot 3 inch frame to 
swat away shot after shot. A.J. Price has been dominate 
in games against Chattanooga and Texas A&M scoring 
20 and 27 respectively. While they may have taken over 
as the favorite Louisville came in as the overall number 
one seed and very much so the favorite to take home the 
championship. They have a good balance of  a strong 
interior game as well as a strong outside shooting team 
led by Terrence Williams. North Carolina has been one of  
the top teams all year and if  Ty Lawson can stay healthy 
and Tyler Hansbrough can continue being one of  the top 
players in college basketball as he has been for the past 
three seasons then North Carolina definitely has a shot of  
being crowned champions. All that being said, my pick is 
Louisville. They have the most talented team and one of  

the best coaches in college basketball. So go ahead and book 
the Louisville Cardinals as your 2009 NCAA National Champions.

So, with the tournament in full swing, many students will be logging on during classes 
to keep tabs on the scores. Hoping that their brackets hold up and they can be the one at 
the top of  the standings when it is all said and done. The Final Four begins on April 4 and 
the tournament commences on April 6 with the National Championship game. 

All eyes on March Madness as Final Four looms

CHAMPION

OPENING ROUND GAME

(16a) Alabama St (22-9)

(16b) Morehead St (19-15)

(1) Louisville (28-5)

(16) Alabama St/Morehead St

(8) Ohio State (22-10)

(9) Siena (26-7)

(5) Utah (24-9)

(12) Arizona (19-13)

(4) Wake Forest (24-6)

(13) Cleveland St (25-10)

(6) West Virginia (23-11)

(11) Dayton (26-7)

(3) Kansas (25-7)

(14) North Dakota St (26-6)

(7) Boston College (22-11)

(10) USC (21-12)

(2) Michigan St (26-6)

(15) Robert Morris (24-10) DETROIT
April 6

DETROIT
April 4

DETROIT
April 4

MIDWEST
INDIANAPOLIS

(1) Connecticut (27-4)

(16) Chattanooga (18-16)

(8) BYU (25-7)

(9) Texas A&M (23-9)

(5) Purdue (25-9)

(12) Northern Iowa (23-10)

(4) Washington (25-8)

(13) Mississippi St (23-12)

(6) Marquette (24-9)

(11) Utah St (30-4)

(3) Missouri (28-6)

(14) Cornell (21-9)

(7) California (22-10)

(10) Maryland (20-13)

(2) Memphis (31-3)

(15) Cal St Northridge (17-13)

WEST
GLENDALE

Philadelphia, Pa.
March 19 & 21

Portland, Ore.
March 19 & 21

Boise, Idaho
March 20 & 22

Kansas City, Mo.
March 19 & 21

(1) North Carolina (28-4) 

(16) Radford (21-11)

(8) LSU (26-7)

(9) Butler (26-5)

(5) Illinois (24-9)

(12) Western Kentucky (24-8)

(4) Gonzaga (26-5)

(13) Akron (23-12)

(6) Arizona St (24-9)

(11) Temple (22-11)

(3) Syracuse (26-9)

(14) Stephen F. Austin (24-7)

(7) Clemson (23-8)

(10) Michigan (20-13)

(2) Oklahoma (27-5)

(15) Morgan St (23-11)

SOUTH
MEMPHIS

Kansas City, Mo.
March 19 & 21

Miami, Fla.
March 20 & 22

Portland, Ore.
March 19 & 21

Greensboro, N.C.
March 19 & 21

Minneapolis, Minn.
March 20 & 22

Minneapolis, Minn.
March 20 & 22

Miami, Fla.
March 20 & 22

Dayton, Ohio
March 20 & 22

(1) Pittsburgh (28-4)

(16) East Tennessee St (23-10)

(8) Oklahoma St (22-11)

(9) Tennessee (21-12)

(5) Florida St (25-9)

(12) Wisconsin (19-12)

(4) Xavier (25-7)

(13) Portland St (23-9)

(6) UCLA (25-8)

(11) VCU (24-9)

(3) Villanova (26-7)

(14) American (24-7)

(7) Texas (22-11)

(10) Minnesota (22-10)

(2) Duke (28-6)

(15) Binghamton (23-8)

EAST
BOSTON

Philadelphia, Pa.
March 19 & 21

Boise, Idaho
March 20 & 22

Dayton, Ohio
March 20 & 22

Greensboro, N.C.
March 19 & 21

Fill out your brackets on your mobile phone. 
Go to ESPN.com/Tourney on your phone's browser.

PRESENTED BY

NCAA TOURNAMENT
BRACKET

2009

First Round
March 19, 20

Second Round
March 21, 22

       Sweet 16
March 26, 27

Elite Eight
March 28, 29

Final Four
April 4

NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP

First Round
March 19, 20

Second Round
March 21, 22

Sweet 16
March 26, 27

Elite Eight
March 28, 29

Final Four
April 4

Oklahoma

Michigan
Oklahoma

Syracuse

Arizona St.
Gonzaga

W. Kentucky
Gonzaga

LSU

UNC
UNC

Syracuse

Pitt

Ok St.

Wisconsin

Xavier
UCLA

Nova

Texas

Duke
Duke

Nova

Xavier

Pitt
Louisville

Siena

Arizona

Cleveland St.

Dayton

Kansas

Louisville

Arizona

Kansas

USC

Mich. St
Mich. St.

UCONN

Texas A&M

Purdue

Washington

UCONN

Purdue

Marquette

Missouri
Missouri

Maryland

Memphis
Memphis

up to date as of Wednesday
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Jose Alvarez
Staff Writer

This year, zoo cages will be left unseen 
by the key club members. It is unfortunate  
that the club does not have enough econimic 
support to attend this annual trip.

“Going to the zoo trip is an enjoyable 
day for the students and key club members 
to get together and have an interesting 
day,” Carolyn Schaffer (career information 
specialist).

Every year Key Club members pair 
up with an elementary student to depart 
to Kid’s Kingdom in South Bend. At the 
trip the elementary students have the 
opportunity to see animals, have picnics 
and spend time with Key Club members. 

Unfortunately, because of  the high price 
of  diesel fuel, traveling far away is looking 
like an unlikely option. Luckily for both 
the Key Club members and the elementary 
students, the organizers of  the trip have 
come up with an alternative plan.

In this scenario key club member will 
go to a elementary school and do all the 
activities there. To do this, however, they 
will have to somehow bring the zoo to the 
kids. They would bring in smaller animals, 

of  course, but according to Kim Chris 
(functional skills teacher) that’s not the 
point.

“This is a good second option,” Chris 
said. “The point of  this is for the high 
school students to mentor the elementary 
students and with this option I think that 
we are still doing that.”

For key club members the zoo trip 
has become somewhat of  a tradition and 
something that the members look forward 
to each year and now knowing that there’s 
a possibility that they won’t be doing it this 
year is rather upsetting.

“They [Key Club members] were sad 
because they like to go and be able to make 
a connection with the elementary kids,” 
Chris said. 

Regardless of  what happens - if  they 
do travel to the zoo or instead bring the 
animals to one of  the elementary schools 
- the important thing is for the Key Club 
members to have the opportunity to 
mentor the the elementary kids and for the 
elementary kids to experience a day they 
won’t soon forget.

People who would like to practice their 
French outside of  school are in luck. CHS 
has now officially added the French club to 
the growing list of  after school activities.

 Students will have the opportunity to 
know more about the rich French culture, 
and also practice 
their French speaking 
skills.

“A couple of  
my students were 
really interested and 
pushing me to start 
the club. I agreed 
and thought it was 
a good idea,” Andi 
Pieh (French teacher) 
said.

A high turnout 
came for the first 
meeting, during 
resource period, where students practiced 
their French as well as sharing with Pieh 
their expectations for the club.

“I wasn’t sure how many students were 
going to come [to the first meeting], so I 
was anxious to see,” she said. “It was fun 
to see the students wanting to practice 
French outside of  the normal classroom.” 

French club students will have the 
chance to do cultural projects, have 
conversations and do activities that 

students don’t always do in the classroom. 
To join the French club there are only two 
requirements according to Pieh: students 
need to have at least two trimesters of  
French and also should have a good 
attitude about speaking French. 

Unlike other 
clubs, the French 
club is not currently 
funded by the school 
because Pieh uses 
her own classroom 
resources, so money 
was not an obstacle 
when making the 
French club. This 
means that, unlike 
other clubs where 
students are able to 
travel to different 
places, the French 

club won’t be able to yet, but that doesn’t 
mean it won’t be a possibility later on.

When asked if  she would continue 
French club in future years, Pieh said 
without hesitation, “Definitely. If  we 
continue to have a great turnout of  people, 
I never want it to end,” she said.

Annual trip canceled

CHS is in da club....

“I wasn’t sure how 
many students were 
going to come. . . It 
was fun to see the 
students wanting 
to practice French 
outside of the normal 
classroom.” 
-- Andi Pieh

Redefining the nerd

Jose Alvarez
Staff Writer

French students 
parlent français

Have you ever wondered what the difference between a geek and a nerd 
is? What about a dork and a normal person? The Minute staff  was 
curious and constructed this handy chart to explain our findings.

I couldn’t help but laugh every time Mrs. Hill mentioned 
this story out loud: It was to be about the Academic Super 
Bowl teams and how they’re doing, so she affectionately 
dubbed it “the nerd story.” I set out on a mission to prove 
her wrong on this claim and, naturally, found more than I 
bargained for.

You can call me a nerd, 
but word etymologies 
are pretty funny to look 
at sometimes. Take, for 
example, the term “nerd.” 
You’d be surprised to learn 
that, not only is the term 
fairly recent, it was also 
coined by a famous author 
to whom little credit is 
given where due – Doctor 
Seuss. The main character 
of  Seuss’ “If  I Ran the 
Zoo” specifically mentions 
wanting a Nerd in his 
imaginary zoo, a fact of  which I was not aware. 

The term “geek” also has unusual origins, stemming 
back to “geek shows” of  early American circuses, wherein 
performers would bite the heads off  of  live chickens for the 
audience’s. . . viewing pleasure. But I get ahead of  myself.

I’m on the English Academic Super Bowl team. This 

means that I read books and stuff. This year, the “books and 
stuff ” in question focus on Viking lore. So, the breakdown 
goes as follows: one copy of  Beowulf, three books of  Viking 
sagas, 100 riddles, five Norse poems, and a modern book 
called Grendel make up our arsenal.

The Academic Teams are most like a dysfunctional family. 
They work independently 
of  each other. Students 
from the Math team 
may not see Fine Arts 
members until the day of  
a competition. Despite the 
numerous meetings that 
individual teams hold, they 
have no idea how the other 
teams fare until it’s too late 
to go back.

At the competitions, 
we’re quizzed over the 
material, with questions 
ranging from basic 

memory (“Who said this?”) to critical thinking (“Which 
of  these statements does not apply?”) and beyond. Most 
average high school students would ask us why on Earth 
we would want to take more tests than we had to, but to us, 
the experience is not about the competition. It’s about the 
time spent between.

I’m sure people like Hill call us nerds all the time. Really, 
this isn’t a fair or accurate description. Sure, we’re smart, but 
we’re hardly social handicaps. I can’t speak for everyone on 
the academic teams, but I’m in fairly good social standing. 
I’m certainly not the most popular kid in the school, but I 
can manage pretty well in a diverse group of  students.

Strangely, I find very few students have ever heard of  
the academic teams, even though we seem to be important 
enough for the school to pay for our Starbucks, as class of  
’08 valedictorian and former English team member Kelly 
Frye would say.

We learn a lot in the group – history, literature and 
folklore, especially – but most importantly, we learn about 
and from each other. Spending time with each other, rather 
than communicating over text messages and the internet, 
has really allowed for growth in our friendship. I can say 
that, at the beginning of  the year, I knew all of  the members 
of  the team but I was not good friends with all of  them. I 
cannot say that now.

Academic team is like a sports team: We practice, we 
compete, we bond, we occasionally eat pizza at the coach’s 
house. Call us nerds if  you will, but we’re finding out more 
about ourselves than we ever could find out from playing 
Halo or surfing our Facebooks.

Jared Schooley
Copy Editor
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In Elkhart County and, indeed, across the nation, consumers and 
organizations alike feel the effects of  the current financial recession. Economic 
turmoil has spread so far as to impinge on government-funded programs, 
including K-12 schools. The Elkhart County school systems’ recent funding 
shift toward state taxes alone has also caused major problems, as the state 
government simply does not have enough money from sales and income 
tax to adequately fund some K-12 schools as they did with the help of  local 
property taxes. Combined with a crippling state of  affairs for the RV industry 
and a subsequently notorious unemployment rate, Elkhart County school 
systems began buckling under the pressure over the summer, most currently 
attempting to pull themselves out of  their fiscal rut to little avail. Concord is 
no exception to this rule.

“Our first and foremost goal is to take in more than we spend, naturally,” 
George Dyer (superintendent) said, “but this became pretty difficult with the 
economic situation we’re in now.”

The state government rarely focuses on public school funding unless schools 
do not make Adequate Yearly Progress during standardized testing, and CHS, 
unfortunately, has fallen into this category every year since 2003.

“The state has never provided much money [for CHS],” Dyer said, and 
while this issue still holds true as ever, the lack of  local funding has dealt the 
corporation quite the blow.

Concord’s projected revenue from the state far surpassed the actual revenue 
after the final calculations due to a loss of  90 students that demographers 
missed prior to the school year.

“It’s no different than many families in the area right now who have been 
laid off,” Dyer said. “We expected to be making so much revenue, and that 

turned out not to be the case.”
Without this added support, the school 

reluctantly made efforts to cut down on costs, including scaling down the 
frequency of  field and study trips. This issue in particular has been a hotly 
debated topic this year.

“We made the decision last spring,” Dyer said, “and although we always 
saw these as instructional opportunities, with gas prices the way they were, we 
couldn’t permit the same number as before.”

Also a result of  the school corporation’s attempt to conserve funding is an 
increase in professional development activities available to teachers here at the 
school.

“Instead of  a few teachers going to conferences and then sharing what they 
saw with other teachers, we’re bringing folks here,” Dyer said. This change 
seems to actually help, as it not only saves costs but also allows for a greater 
exposure to useful, up-to-date information within the staff.

The corporation’s most pressing concern, according to Dyer, is the 
construction and restructuring behind the new junior high school, which 

“Two-sevenths of  our grades are moving into a new building, along with 
two-sevenths of  our staff,” he said. “The staff  has done a really great job, not 
causing a fuss over the transition. It’s not always that easy.”

Between these concerns and many teachers’ concerns over the collective 
bargaining process, which determines the renewal of  teacher contracts, 
administration is optimistic but ultimately unsure of  how the funding issue 
will play out in the future, especially with a brand new 
building on the way for seventh- and eighth-graders.

Concord among those struggling in 
difficult economic circumstances

Jared Schooley 
Copy Editor
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While other Indiana schools may have the chance to find out 

what it is like to go to school only four days a week, CHS will 
not have the opportunity. 

A proposal from Wes Culver(Indiana representative) could 
change the current mandatory 180 school days to a required 
number of  minutes. The idea promotes flexibility and will help 
cut costs from schools. 

“It’s a good idea to help out with the snow days and weather 
trouble,” AJ Brownlee (12) said. 

However, Renee Cocanower (associate principal) does not 
see the proposal succeeding. 

“Two days ago the superintendent stated that all schools in 
Indiana will be open for 180 days,” Cocanower said.  

Cocanower acknowledges that the state may institute a four-
day week, though time spent in school will always equate to a 
total of  180 days.

The proposal is still being revised and the finer details 
worked out, but is allowed in 17 states in select districts.

“It’s an interesting idea,” Tristian Pauff  (11) said, “maybe 
even extend the school days into the summer.” 

Research suggests that four days would increase attendance 
for students. 

“Four days a week is much better,” Pauff  said, “Longer 
weekends gives the students rest from school.” 

George Dyer (superintendent) told the Elkhart Truth that 
he would like to see more flexibility, but would not make a 
decision until he understands it [the proposal] inside and out. 

The proposal will not be finished until the fine details are 
figured out, but Pauff  and Brownlee are excited to see the 
outcome. 

“ S o m e 
students may 
think it is a 
good idea,” 
Cocanower 
said, “some 
o t h e r s 
w o u l d n ’ t 
admit to it 
but they’d 
rather be 
in school, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
d u r i n g 
winter and summer breaks.” 

Without jobs, according to Cocanower, the four-day weeks 
would be initially exciting, but become boring quickly.

$432,000
General fund 

deficit for 
2008

14
Modular 

classrooms

89th 
percentile 
in the state 
for career 
earnings

2
consecutive 

years of  
declining 

enrollment

1
new junior 

high

“Some other 
[students] wouldn’t 

admit to it, but 
they’d rather be in 

school,” - Renee 
Cocanower.

Caytee Clark 
Staff Writer

Four-day school week unlikely for CHS
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In order to celebrate the services the American Red 
Cross provides, March is recognized as National Red 
Cross month. Elkhart county observes the celebration by 
participating in volunteer work and giving donations to all 
the devastated families and help will be seen all around this 
month.

“During the month of  March, we try to involve the 
entire community of  Elkhart County as much as possible.  
Four cities this year have agreed to fly our Red Cross 
flags which are now flying on the Main Street bridge in 
Elkhart, in Downtown Bristol, in Downtown Goshen, and 
in Nappanee,” Jackie Stockman of  ( marketing coordinator 
of  American Red Cross) said, “All school administrators 
(including Concord) have agreed to allow us to do a 
fundraiser which starts with the High School students.  
The Art Departments will host a design contest amongst 
the students.”

The National 
A m e r i c a n 
Red Cross 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
helps Americans 
in dire need. 
They are seen 
after natural 
d e v a s t a t i o n s 
and are the 
main sources for 
people around 
the country to 
come to and 
donate. The 
organization has 
been around the 
community of  
Elkhart for 92 
years, serving 
families and 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 
the county. The 
Art Department 
of  CHS and the 
students are 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
to the month 
with their 
participation in 
design entries.

“We will choose one winner from each high school 
whose design will then be featured on sport backpacks and 
then sold corporation-wide for $8 each.,” Stockman said. 

All proceeds from this event will remain localized and 
will be used to help families in need.

“The American Red Cross is not government funded 
and relies upon the generosity of  the American people 
for financial contributions,” Stockman said, “It is with this 
generosity from the residents that we are able to continue 
providing our vital services every day.”

When it comes to donating blood and giving a helping 
hand, the American Red Cross is a national leader. The 
organization sponsors programs such as Basic Aid Training 

which provides the community with an opportunity to 
learn about and prepare for any devastating circumstances 
that may occur. 

“We have residents who have stepped up and have become 
wonderful, dedicated volunteers.  They are the hands and 
hearts of  the Red Cross, delivering services to your friends, 
co-workers, neighbors, and family,” Stockman said. 

“They stand ready to provide immediate help to the 
family displaced by a house fire and are often out in the 
middle of  the night arranging a place for the family to stay 
along with providing food and clothing,” Stockman said. “  
Because of  their gift of  time, our services touch the lives 
of  over 15,000 people in Elkhart County each year.” 

The Red Cross also has residents and local organizations 
who want to help by making contributions. Their help was 
mostly seen through printing, folding, labeling, stamping, 
and stuffing approximately 9,500 pieces of  mail for 

information on the Red Cross month.
 “Most recently, we have started partnering with our 

Faith-Based Community.  This initiative is called ‘Faith-
Based Community Initiative’ which will provide an 
opportunity for local churches to serve the community and 
partner with us during times of  disaster,” Stockman said, 
“So, there are so many different ways that residents help 
the organization and without them, we could not survive 
because we do not have the resources and the funding.”

The church participation will provide the location as a 
shelter in the event of  any local disaster and volunteers 
will be trained to run the shelter.

 “We provided assistance of  over $31,000 to 59 

families in 2008 and so far this year in 2009 we have 
provided almost $7,000 to 9 families that have [been] 
devastated by house fires.” Stockman said.

The community of  Elkhart has been fortunate to not 
experience any hard-hitting disasters other than two floods. 
The Red Cross’s responsibility for any circumstance is to 
prepare and be ready to provide supplies and shelter. The 
support from Elkhart residents means that local disaster 
victims can receive food, shelter and emergency assistance. 
Most recently, the organization has been facing rough 
times causing the inability to help as much as they would 
want to.

“[The most obvious effect] is decreased contributions.  
However, there has been a trickle-down effect related to 

the decreased funding,” Stockman said. “Our only 
source of  funding comes from the generosity of  the 
American people and when our funding resources 
decrease, we are faced with tough decisions.”

They are a non-profit agency that operates on 
a lean daily budget and with the tense economic 
issues. They have a choice of  cutting programs and 
services or staff. Recently, they have had to cut their 
staff.

 “We would love for Elkhart youth to contribute 
to the Red Cross not only this month, but 
throughout the year,” Stockman said. “This month, 
we have the fundraiser that is being started in the 
art department at the high school that we would 
love for everyone to be involved with and would 
then love it if  the allotted bags could all be sold 
corporation wide.”

It is rare to see a teenager donate to the American 
Red Cross, but some of  CHS’s students have been 
involved in blood donations. Senior Logan Quigley 
donates blood and has influenced his classmates 
Chris Holcomb (12) and Krista Mevis (12).

“I was an hour late to musical practice because 
of  [going to donate blood]. It didn’t really hurt, 
and the blood giving itself  wasn’t too long, but they 
asked us [a lot] of  questions,” Holcomb said.

American Red Cross month serves not only to 
create a strong influx of  help from the community, 
but also as a reminder for Americans to realize how 
much the country needs its own people. Regardless 
of  the economical issues, the organization will 

continue and help those who are or will be in need. 
After all, Red Cross month is known as the “greatest single 
crusade of  mercy in all of  history” by President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt.

“Outside of  March, we encourage youth to seek out 
any volunteer opportunities that may arise throughout the 
year. We are always in search of. . . youth to help with our 
BAT program in the Elementary schools.” Stockman said, 
“If  you are of  age and meet the guidelines, we encourage 
you to start donating blood.  The Red Cross supplies 
our nation’s blood. [Our center] is located in downtown 
Goshen.  Lastly, we are looking for leadership to spearhea a 
Red Cross Youth Club.”

Dara Marquez
Guest Writer

The American Red Cross sponsors several blood drives throughout the year. Photo provided by Exponent.Online.

Red Cross Month:
Giving back to the organization that 

has given
so much
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Opinion

Caytee Clark
Staff Writer

Just like a more literal 
version of  the “don’t ask, 
don’t tell” policy, students  
at CHS are reluctant to 

discuss the downturn of  the 
economy. As a writer for the 
newspaper staff  for the past 
two years, I have yet to find a subject 
that the students of  CHS would be 
absolutely ashamed to be quoted 

discussing about. In the past few weeks, I have been 
searching for students to discuss their experience with the 
plummeting economy, without any success. The shame that 
was shown as students declined to give names for quotes as 
their parents lose jobs, lose money, lose faith in America as 
the very material that built the USA up is now tearing the 
society down. 

The discussions that I had with students about the 
economy -- without any names being exposed -- lead to 
the final decision: We’re all in the same boat. Regardless 
of  race, gender or nationality, the economy is failing and 
pulling everyone down, little by little. 

Everyone is taking the beating in a different way. 
Personally, I have to turn off  my TV -- no more cable. 
In addition, I have to cut back on food, manage food 
for the month and delegate money to spend on food 
for the month. Deprived of  food and luxury items,  
having to deal with high school education fees and 
with no part time jobs available makes me nervous. 
The changes are subtle but harsh. 

As for the people that did converse with me, the 
fact that Elkhart has an 18.9% unemployment is not 
a joke. Though students are too ashamed to speak 
out, parents are losing their jobs. The income that most 
students are use to having is no longer there. 

I am not ashamed to say, after thirteen 
years, my mother lost her job at Crown. She 
received a month’s salary to allow her to find 
another job, which she still hasn’t found. The 
fact of  it is, there are no jobs hiring. Even 
with recently receiving her masters’ degree, 
she is unable to find a job. As the troublesome 
economy continues, it’s unlikely for anyone to 
find a stable career, especially ones that spend 
most of  their time focusing on school, like I 
do. The teens that do hold careers at fast food 
places and grocery stores have more stable 
careers than some adults with children.

The economy is in such a horrible situation that even 
responsible parents are unable to pull themselves from the 
grips of  unemployment. 

AJ Brownlee (12) has been looking forward to 
attending college since the beginning of  senior 
year. 

What he did not expect was that he would be 
attending college with his mom.

Brownlee is not the only one affected by the economy.  
Many are forced into unemployment and sending people 
back to college for higher education for better jobs. 

Brownlee’s mother is receiving fewer hours at her job 
which forces her to return to school at Ivy Tech for higher 
education. 

Career choices and lack of  income are both common 
worries in today’s society, according to several students 
who prefer to remain anonymous. 

Currently, the lack of  jobs is one of  the biggest concerns 
for students in the troublesome economy. 

Parents lay offs and lack of  hours at their part time jobs 
cause stress levels to rise, according to several students. 

With stress levels high, some students are dealing with 
the pinch of  the economy by fighting with their parents, 
who are struggling to make ends meet.

It is harder to keep food on the table and to pay bills, in 
addition to not being able to buy luxury items, according 
to students who prefer to remain anonymous. 

Students are experiencing the woes of  the economy by 
not being able to enjoy their favorite restaurants, getting 
their nails done, and buying their favorite games.

“I can’t buy video games anymore like I used to,” 
Antonio Castillo (10) said.

But some are keeping a positive look on the negative 
economy, like Jesse West (10).

“I still have a job,” West said, “I guess I’m one of  the 
lucky ones.”

Students are looking for a life lesson even while feeling 
the pinch of  economy.

Being more careful about 
how and where to spend money 
is the biggest learning factor 
expressed through several 
students who preferred to 
remain anonymous. 

By cherishing luxury items, 
students begin to realize how lucky they are as 
they are hit hard by the economy, according to 
students who will remain anonymous. 

As students’ attitudes about luxury items 
change, starting fall of  2009, Brownlee just might 

experience another unexpected luxury: riding with his 
mom to Ivy Tech. 

Caytee Clark
Staff Writer

Students refuse to speak about economic struggle

“

”
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Nick Wells
Guest Writer

The term “Senioritis” has been mentioned throughout the 
halls of  CHS. However, many teachers agree that the full-blown 
effect of  Senioritis won’t come until the students have had a 
taste of  summer. That taste is experienced around spring break.  
Before Senioritis kicks in though, many high school seniors have 
attempted to bring up their GPA.

When comparing GPAs from first and second trimesters of  the 
junior and senior year, Mrs. Conrad said that “The percentage that 
increased their GPA during that period is approximately the same 
as the percentage of  2009 graduates that are expected to continue 
their education.” 

In fact, 65.3% of  the seniors’ GPAs went up from their junior 
year. Though it’s expected that some grades might fall, only 
five students dropped an entire grade from junior to senior year 
whereas 27 students have increased their GPA at least one whole 
letter grade.

 This was not the case for senior Reneé Wagner.
“My GPA last tri was .8,” Wagner said.  “It used to be at least 

a 3.0.”
Wagner claims that her teachers treat her differently, now 

because of  her poor grades.  
“Teachers used to respect me, and now they really don’t,” 

Wagner said.  “If  I have had them before when I had good grades, 
they ask me what’s going on.  They don’t look at me like the good 
student I was, they look at me like the poor student I am now.”

Not only is it the relationships between teachers and students 
that change, but relationships between parents are strained because 
parents often punish their children for earning poor grades.  
According to Wagner, an attitude of  mistrust arose between her 
and her parents when her grades began to fall.

“At first my parents were really nice about it and were really 
understanding,” Wagner said, “but then it got worse and I was 
grounded and had things taken away.  I couldn’t do anything. 
They took away my phone. I had to be home at 3:30 and I couldn’t 
go anywhere on weekends.”

The communication between parents and teachers about a 
student’s grades, progress and participation in class is crucial for 
a failing student’s success.  This applies to all teacher-student-
parent relationships, but is even more crucial in the case of  a 
student who is struggling.

“When we get halfway through the trimester and see [that 
a senior is failing], I send a letter home and normally send the 
progress report with it to let [parents] know what we can do,” 
Kathy Greene (English teacher) said.  “For example, if  they 
have zeros in the grade book, they can go back and do it for half  
credit.”

With the economy in such a distressing state, teens are fighting 
not only to keep their grades in check,  but to also keep their jobs.  
Keeping her job is pertinent to Wagner, but feels that her job is 
part of  the reason her grades are poor.

“At work they act like work is more important than my grades,” 
Wagner said.  “I feel like I can’t call off  work for fear of  losing 
my job.”

Jessika Bollero
Editor In Chief

WORLD S
GREATEST
PRETZELS

GREAT PLACE 
FOR A DATE!

Failing
I n  d a n g e r  o f
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     F e a t u r e

Kayla Evans
Staff Writer

Some things in life are just ironic.
When I signed up to write this article for the Minute, I 

concocted a crazy field trip with the J-Labbers that would 
entail all of  us piling into my little coupe and taking off  
down some familiar roadway. In the process, we would learn 
exactly how far one could drive when the gas gauge read 
empty. The most important thing to mention about this 
scenario is that it was a completely controlled experiment. 
We were going to wrap one of  those red plastic gas cans in 
a towel and set it in the trunk so that when the time came, 
it would come to our rescue.

Originally, I put off  actually doing the story because I felt 
like I had too much gas in my tank to waste driving around 
senselessly when I didn’t have anywhere to go. We debated 
possibly using someone else’s car for the assignment, but 
nothing ever progressed. I should have considered my car 
wouldn’t be the best suited in the first place because the 
fuel gauge doesn’t work properly.

Now anyone that’s ever driven much with me knows that 
my gas gauge is temperamental. I discovered about a month 
after getting my car that when allowed to drop below ¼ of  
a full tank, the needle teeters back and forth between full 
and half  full. This has rarely presented a problem because 
I am always adamant about ensuring that it is never much 
less than ¼ full. 

Last Monday I woke up not much earlier than I did 
on most mornings, got ready quickly, and headed out on 
my way to pick Jared 
up for school before 
I came back by the 
house to get my little 
sister, who was still 
sleeping when I left. 
I did this many times 
during the week so I 
didn’t have to drag 
her out of  bed and 
didn’t really think 
anything of  it.

As I rounded a 
familiar curve in 
the road, my needle 
dropped down into what I will now refer to as “the red 
zone.” The console light that alerted me that gas was 
probably an immediate need flickered on but disappeared 
almost as quickly as it had appeared

I’d suspected that I was low, but never dreamed that I 
was urgently low. It worried me and I made a mental note 
to stop at the station right after I picked Jared up and spend 
the last $10 in my wallet on gas.

I didn’t make it that far.
As I pulled up to the next light, my car rolled to a stop, 

shuddered and stalled out. 
I remember back to a time when I was a child, exactly 

how old I don’t really remember. 
My mother was driving and my 
sisters and I were all crammed 
into the backseat, eager to get to 

Grandma’s house. It was sweltering hot that day and we 
were all moody, ready to dig into the cold soda and cookies 
that Grandma’s house would surely provide. As one can 
imagine, we didn’t make it there without a hitch. 

In fact, we ran out of  gas. Back before cell phones were 
commonplace, my family and I were stranded out in the 
middle of  empty countryside and my mother had to walk 
to the nearest house just to use a phone. Meanwhile, my 
older sister was stuck watching my younger sister and I 
while we waited for Grandma and Grandpa to come get 
us.

I was suddenly reminded of  that childhood experience as 
I sat just outside of  downtown Elkhart Monday morning, 

car stopped, hazard lights flashing, head 
buried in my hands. I felt stupid, knowing 
perfectly well that the only thing I had done 
right in my frantic rush out the door was that 
I had remembered to grab my cell phone. It 
sat in the passenger seat next to me.

Just how far I would have had to 
meander through one Elkhart’s not-so-
nice neighborhoods before finding help had 
I forgotten my cell phone was something 
I didn’t really want to think about. Not a 
single civilian stopped to assist me when 
they saw my hazard lights flashing, though 
I’m not completely sure I would have wanted 
them to, considering my coordinates. Several 
angry people squealed out quickly around 
me, a mere inconvenient bump on their way 
to work and I waited.

Evidently I waited long enough to attract 
the attention of  a passing police officer and 
as I saw him pulling up behind me, I was 
terrified I was going to get a ticket. Instead, 
he waited with me. 

It took fifteen minutes for my mother to 
arrive and another ten for her to come back 
with gas. Meanwhile, I sat fidgeting in the 
front seat, contemplating the miles of  the 
previous week in my head, coming up with 
nothing useful, and panicking about whether 
or not I could still get a ticket for this.

I couldn’t help but wonder if  this was 
the most excitement the police officer would 
see all day. His radio signified the presence 
of  code-worthy events taking place while he 
stood over me, watching to make sure I put the 
gas in properly. I was completely mortified, 
standing off  to the side of  the street in high 

heels, shivering because I’d forgotten my jacket in my rush 
out the door.

After filling up, I left for school with an entirely different 
take on the subject and genuine reflections from my time 
spent stranded on the side of  the road. Luckily I arrived at 
school with just enough time to get to first hour because I 
don’t think being absent for the sake of  field research really 
constitutes as grounds for an excused tardy.

People often describe life’s little circumstances as acts 
of  irony and Monday morning could certainly fall into that 
category. It was ironic.

The most ironic part of  all? My gauge read “full” the 
entire time I sat parked at the intersection.

Photos by Jared Schooley and Kayla Evans

   One staff member experiences 
what it’s like to be in the “Red Zone.”
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BRAND NEW STORE INSIDE THE CONCORD MALL, 
LESS THAN TWO MINUTES FROM THE SCHOOL!

LOCATED INSIDE “THE GROVE” FOOD COURT 
FEATURING FREE WI-FI AND FOUR PLASMA SCREEN 

TELEVISIONS

CONCORD HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS, PRESENTING 
A VALID SCHOOL ID, WILL RECEIVE: 

ONE FREE 21 OZ. FOUNTAIN DRINK 

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY 6 INCH
OR FOOTLONG SUB!

VALID AFTER SCHOOL MON-FRI 3-6PM

Really Small Print: Jessika had a bad habit of pretending she was other people. This happened quite often, and no one knew whether it had anything to do with Jose’s silence or Caytee’s constant plague of death that she carried in her Edward Cullen knapsack. Brandon constantly received notes from a lover who didn’t exist, and naturally, 
Jessika was to blame. The computer screens would change, and Jessika would be the only one around to shrug her shoulders and eat her soup. Mimes would appear and disappear, according to Jessika, constantly plaguing the J-labbers with random hair extensions. Then one day, as Jared opened GIMP, a shower of red rained down on him 
and devoured the only chance he had left at regaining his soul. So much for that. Anyway, Jessika decided to assume the role of “J-lab staff” and proceeded to create an issue of The Minute on her own. Without anyone else to help her, however, the J-lab staff got very frustrated and began quarrelling amongst itself. The smears on the floor 
from the scuffle, unusually, spelled out not only this month’s theme for The Minute, but also this special-edition Really Small Print (Now with more rich chocolate flavor!) and Kayla’s rough draft for her DDJD Hamlet essay. Random enough for you?




