
C o n c o r d  H i g h  S c h o o l  •  E l k h a r t ,  I N

J a n u a r y  2 3  •  V O L U M E  2  N O  5

(Art is long, life is short)

A look at the popular art of piercings and tattoos

A CHS student appreciates the art of graffiti... 
without the gangs
Exploring traditional forms of art at CHS



STAFF: Editor In Chief Jessika Bollero Copy Editor Jared Schooley Business Manager Dara Marquez Staff Writers Anum Alam/
Jose Alvarez/Shebrell Guider/Tyler Knudson/Logan Quigley/Brandon Sebastian/Braxton Troyer/Renee’ Wagner ADVISER: 
Lauren Hill PRINCIPAL: Dan Cunningham

Tag, you’re it!:
 

A CHS student involved in the art of graffiti offers his 
perspective, sans gangs 

Braxton Troyer / 4

Hall of Heroes:
A museum that is actually interesting to visit

Tyler Knudson / 5

Body Art:
Peircings, tattoos and the rock n’ roll lifestyle... Oh my!

Jared Schooley / 6

An artist in the halls of CHS:
An outstanding art student showcases her talents

Logan Quigley / 9

Folk dancing:
Spotlighting the unique culture of a CHS student

Dara Marquez / 10

Murals:
If a picture is worth a thousand words, a mural is worth 

millions
Jose Alvarez / 11

DEPARTMENTS

1 2 3 0 9The Minute

E L  M I N U T O
A look at a well-known CHS face and his role in this 

spring’s musical  /  3

S P O R T S
In spite of loss of their star player, the boy’s basketball 

team is doing well / 3

On this page: Copy Editor Jared Schooley attempts to balance many 
heavy cans of paint, artfully representing the weight of resposibility he 
feels as a part of the newspaper staff.

On the cover:  “Ars Longa, Vita Brevis” (Art is long, life is short) is 
graffitied on a fence near dowtown Elkhart.

This issue’s theme, “Ars longa, vita brevis,” reflects 
the importance that art plays in the lives of teenagers.  
Instead of simply reflecting on the school’s various 
art classes, however, we decided to take it to the 
next level.  While covering the obvious forms of art 
like painting, sculpting and dancing, we also explore 
tattoos, piercings, comic books and graffiti in this issue.

Along with the various art forms in the issue, much to 
our dismay, you will find the resurrection of Spirit Stars.  
We have cleverly hidden them throughout the issue, 
though, so have fun finding them as you flip through 
this month’s issue of The Minute.

So, I hope you enjoy this issue of The Minute, even if it 
is just for this issue’s revival of the Spirit Stars.

Jessika Bollero
Editor in Chief
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The CHS boys’ basketball team 
has already surpassed last year’s win 
total, but they still feel there is a lot of  
room for improvement. “The season 
started really slow the first couple 
of  games,” Hence said. “but after 
Christmas break we have been finally 
playing to our potential.” The losses 
to Northridge and Goshen were 
especially disappointing as they fell to 
both in overtime. “In those situations 
we didn’t do the little things,” Hence 
said. “we didn’t play defense like we 
know we can.” Even with the struggles 
in those situations, they still feel they 
have what it takes in order to bounce 
back.

“We have to start playing 
defense, that is the main thing that 
we just have to do if  we want to be 
successful,” Hence said. “The down 

and dirty, in  your face defense.” The 
aforementioned Hence missed several 
games with an injured ankle which 
forced CHS to be without one of  it’s 
key contributors early in the season. 
Hence was one of  the top players on 
the team last year and was expected 
to improve upon that not only on the 
court, but he was also expected to 
be one of  the vocal leaders for the 
Minutemen.

“The injury was the same ankle 
that I injured in football,” Hence said. 
“I rolled it during football and then 
reinjured it during basketball.” With 
absence of  Hence, many guys on the 
team stepped up to try to accomplish 
the team goal of  reversing last year’s 
4-17 record. 

“Our goal from day one had been to 
reverse the record from 4-17 to 17-4,” 

Steve Austin (Head Coach) said.
Following a tough loss to Elkhart 

Central the Minutemen still have 
games against very tough competition. 
They still must travel to take on 
two very talented teams in Warsaw, 
and  Northwood. Following the 
Northwood game they get a rematch 
against Northridge. A rematch against 
the team that pulled the stunner on 
the Minutemen just less than a month 
ago. “We are really looking forward 
to the rematch [against Northridge]” 
Hence said. “Because if  we win out 
then that game will determine who 
wins the conference.”  

A  thespian among us

JaVontae
Hence

(12)
Interesting fact about yourself?
I’m a smooth, cool dude.

What are your nicknames?
Tae Booskie, A², and Tae.

Biggest pet peeve about Concord?
Rumors!

Hobbled Hence 
leads Minutemen

Stage make-up is on and tongue-twisting warm ups are 
overcome by the clamor of  the awaiting audience during 
opening night. The final year of  acting and singing in a 
high school production for senior Fernando Gonzalez has 
come 

“I first tried out for a school production as a freshman, 
just to get extra credit,” Gonzalez said. “I soon found a 
whole other life through the theater program.”

Although Gonzalez won his first acting role solely by 
accident, he has been capable of  improving through the 
years and becoming a more efficient artist for the school 
productions. Gonzalez may be recognized for his first 

appearance in, “I 
Remember Mama” 

and “Good 
News.” He then 
transitioned into 
another leading 
role in last year’s 
p r o d u c t i o n , 

“A n y t h i n g 
Goes.” 

“He decided 
to try out on a 
whim when he 
first came in,” 
Travis Cox, 
CHS graduate, 
said. “I don’t 

think he was expecting anything, but he ended up in the 
show and loved the atmosphere and he became a lovable 
brown part of  a Swedish family. He has been a piece of  
unrefined gold being pulled out of  a creek.”

Through his theater experience, Gonzalez has been able 
to gain the life skills that the drama program has to offer. 
Kim Nonnenmacher, musical and play director, has been 
a guide and friend for Gonzalez and has seen his growth 
through the theater program. She described Fernando as a 
humble person after all his success in theater and how it has 
not changed who he is. According to Cox, Gonzalez was 
determined to do something and not turn into just a face in 
the hallway at a new school.

“Fernando’s positive image has increased,” 
Nonnenmacher said. “He’s become more flexible and he 
rolls with the punches. Most of  all, he remains humble.”  

He applies his knowledge and advice to those beginning 
their acting career in high school and is a motivating 
character for those who also participate in productions. As a 
senior, Gonzalez can now retire from CHS productions with 
great memories, life lessons and long lasting friendships.

“Last year during musical, he put all he had into that 
show and I felt like he was better than me. It bugged me 
but at the same time I thought, that’s great! I had a hand in 
making him better,” Cox said. “He has been given so many 
opportunities to be something less, but he has come out the 
way he is because of  the person he already was.”

Gonzalez can take his knowledge and talent further 
than what he believed. From freshman wanting extra credit 

to senior wanting 
to pursue acting, 
Gonzalez has decided 
his life goal and 
dream. According to 
Cox, becoming a part 
of  CHS productions 
was what he needed to 
become a big part of  
the school. Gonzalez 
continues doing what 
he loves and plans 
on never stopping. 
For Gonzalez, this 
is his last chance to 
make memories on 
the BPAC stage. This 
year’s production, 
“My Favorite Year,” 
is the story of  an 
aspiring 1954 television writer Benjy Stone wanting to 
make it big on a hit comedy show. Benjy’s character is 
played by Gonzalez, which is an opportunity to relate and 
express his last year on a CHS musical. 

“I’m planning to major in theater,” Gonzalez said. “We’ll 
see how that turns out.”

Allison Smart (12) and Fernando Gonzalez (12) 
share friendly kiss on the cheek during rehearsals 
where both are main characters.

Fernando and Jimmy Bennett 
(10) practice for this year’s musical.

Abby Phelps
Guest Writer
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 The grey concrete calls to them. The hardened rock is a canvas for their itching hands 
as they uncap their sprays. A feeling of  serenity is endowed on the imaginative mind of  
the independent graffiti artist. Their works of  art are far from intentionally criminal acts, 
it is a pure form of  expression that ebbs at the heart of  the artist. 

For years the stylized beauty of  spray painting has been a forbidden love. Legally, the 
art falls short of  what is accepted, but those willing to pursue their hobby sometimes feel a 
feeling of  artistic accomplishment. Through all the different styles and pictures in graffiti 
can come the true thrill of  art. Inside CHS is a graffiti artist who knows the intoxication 
of  the hunt, the hunt of  finding the right area at the right time and executing the perfect 
painting. 

“I guess the biggest part of  tagging comes with the rush. That and the way it brings 
out the artistic side,” 
an anonymous source 
(here referred to as 
“Mitchell MacDuff ”) 
said. “There is a 
certain amount of  
danger to tagging.” 
Spray painting, 
while considered an 
alternative art form, 
is not without its 
drawbacks.  This art 
form comes with 
the curse of  police, 
family members, and 
most dangerous of  
all:  gangs. Gang turf  
can be an inhospitable 
realm teeming with 

prowling members ready to prove their superiority. Even though MacDuff  has never been 
caught by the police, he has painted ganglands where he has never the actually confronted 
any members. His art, however, has been marked over as a sign of  gang dominance. 

“I think the only time I’ve ever been caught was once when my parents caught me,” 
MacDuff  said.

It is important to note, of  course, that there is a distinct difference between “tagging” 

and actual graffiti.  Graffiti itself  is a form of  art, depicting the troubles and concerns of  
the community.  The Berlin Wall, colored with depictions of  the hardships forced upon 
the German citizens, is an example of  the art of  graffiti.  Tagging, in contrast, cannot be 
considered a form of  art.  It is, in essence, spray-painting words on walls, and is nothing 
more than petty vandalism.  Like any hobby or passion, graffiti has rules and ranks, and 
these are followed in an almost religious way. These guidelines are very important to the 
world of  spray painting and are centered around what not to tag. Many of  these examples 
are items or buildings of  importance such as schools, hospitals, cars and religious objects. 
To disregard these rules can mean serious consequences. 

Rank is a big part of  what it is to be a spray painter. When first beginning his painting 
career, a graffiti artist is considered a “toy.” Once progressing in the field he becomes a 
“tagger,” after that he moves on to what is called a “bomber.” Next,the person begins to 
gain prestige and moves up the ladder to become the “king” of  the graffiti scene. Finally, 
the spray painter excels to the point of  infamy when he is deemed “legend.” Only a handful 
of  graffiti artists have ever reached this highly coveted rank in the history of  the art. The 
alumni of  this selective group include members from England, Japan, Australia, Germany 
and Finland, with the most notorious coming from England.  MacDuff  is currently 
considered a “tagger” with the hopes of  becoming a “bomber” soon. He also has an eye on 
being a “king” in his later years.

Another issue is the fact of  legality in spray painting, and this passion comes with dire 
consequences.  Taggers and graffiti artists can be charged with an ordinance violation or 
criminal mischief, with the punishment depending on the circumstances.  According to 
Officer Rich Matteson, graffiti is considered a “class A” felony if  the loss is above $250 but 
under $2500, and can result in a fine, depending on the individual’s history with the law, 
or up to 18 months of  jail time.  

According to County Prosecuter Amy Griner, “if  [the vandals] are caught on a first 
offense, they can be incarcerated for up to 48 hours in juvenile detention . . . and it becomes 
a part of  [their] permanent juvenile record.”  

The offense becomes “class D” if  the offense causes a loss of  property over $2500 or 
causes an interruption of  utilities.  A tagger or graffiti artist can face up to three years of  
jail time for vandalizing a religious building, community center or school.

Despite his interest in alternative art forms such as graffiti, MacDuff  hopes to pursue a 
practical, levelheaded career after high school.  While graffiti is indeed a form of  vandalism 
and defaces the community, it can be considered an art form. Taggers and graffiti artists 
just might want to channel their artistic energy into work on community murals.  

Unusual

Below:  Photos taken of  the Berlin Wall before 
it was torn down Nov. 11 and 12, 1989.

From Google Images

Above:  A photo taken of  graffiti found on a 
wall in Zagreb, Croatia. Photo by Lauren Hill

Graffiti artist reveals true passion for an unusual art form
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Tyler Knudson
Staff Writer

Face it, Elkhart may not be the biggest tourist spot, but one may be surprised to 
learn that Elkhart is home to the largest superhero museum in the world. This museum 
contains a collection that is worth enough money that, if  sold, would provide the owner 
with a comfortable, workless living for the rest of  his life.  For over a year now, Hall 
of  Heroes founder Allen Stewart’s museum full of  comic book memorabilia has been 
open to the public.

Hall of  Heroes houses the largest collection of  comic book memorabilia. From movie 
props to action figures, if  it involves comics, you can expect to see it here.  The museum 
even houses some of  Stewart’s own comic book series. To clarify, Hall of  Heroes is 
both the name of  the museum, and Stewart’s former small time comic book publishing 
company. This doesn’t seem so small when you consider that it ranked among the top 5 
small press comic publishers from 1992 to 1999.

“Hall of  Heroes was originally the name of  my comic book company, but when 
coming up with a name for the museum, the name worked perfectly, so that’s why I 
chose it,” Stewart said.

Stewart has been a collector for 30 years and built the museum in order to share his 
collection with others. Prior to the opening of  the museum, Stewart’s collection was 
featured on F/X The Collectible Show where it won best episode for that season.  The 
collection spans about 70 years of  comic book history and contains over 100 pieces of  
original comic book and cartoon art, movie props and costumes, and 50,000 comic books 
from 1940 to today. Among the movie props, Stewart has various promotional posters 
such as a Spiderman movie poster with the Twin Towers in the background, which was 
taken from the public eye after 9/11, and Stewart also has the Green Goblin’s pumpkin 
bomb from the same film.

Even the museum’s design can be attributed to comic books. The outer architecture 
of  the 2-story museum is based on the “Hall of  Justice” from the classic cartoon The 
Super Friends. The inside of  the museum has a Batman inspired “Bat Cave” area, which 
includes a pole visitors can slide down from the second floor.

Stewart has the advantage of  having friends in today’s comic book industry.  After 
all, several artists from his former publishing company now work for D.C. and Marvel. 
In fact, Stewart’s broad knowledge of  comic book history has made him the target 
of  various job offerings as a writer for various comic companies.  Stewart, however, 
usually declines from such offers, though he is currently working on a storyline for The 
Phantom for its current copyright owner.

Despite job offerings in the city and the immense worth of  his collection, Stewart 
had already decided long ago to live a more “average” life for the sake of  his family.  

He works in real estate, while 
substitute teaching and writing 
on the side.  In fact, Stewart is 
often asked to make lesson plans 
for teachers using comic books 
to teach various subjects in a 
fun way for the students.

 For more info. call Allen 
Stewart at (574) 293-0755.

Some of  the original pieces featured 
in Allen Stewart’s Hall of  Heroes. 
Photos by Renee’ Wagner

Hall of Heroes features 
rare comic book art

Really Small Print: “It’s clobberin’ time!” Shebrell screamed when she discovered that Braxton had stolen her hair straightener. Quaking in the corner and using Brandon as a human shield, Braxton summoned the almighty gods of unnecessary praise to whisk him away to their own sycophantic version of Vahalla. Brandon, who was left behind, began to mope. While Jared attempted to get his attention, Brandon put on his headphones 
and locked himself away within his own damaged mind. Renee’ forgot to shave her armpits that day, so Anum decided to thwap her over the head with her broken chair (we don’t want to tell you how it broke). Logan picked up his pipe and cried “fiddle-de-do!” as he floated away to find his pot of gold, which had been stolen by a suddenly treasure-obsessed Dara and used to purchase the half of the issue you see before you. Jose, silent as 
always, slipped into the hallway to get some interviewing done, but Tyler impeded him and proceeded to express his emotions on the issue through grunts and interpretive dance. Fortunately, Jessika interceded, sacrificing herself to Tyler’s whims in a fruity and colorful explosion. The gumdrop remains, as Tyler so cleverly pointed out, spelled out the theme for this month’s issue of The Minute. Random enough for you???
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“What would you like to know?” LaFreem Ramsey 
asks me over the buzz of  his equipment. Slowly, he etches 
the word “Angeles” into a girl’s lower back, imprinting 
in her flesh a reminder of  something of  some personal 
significance. In the next booth over, a middle-aged woman 
gets a touch-up on a shoulder tattoo. Nickelback drones in 
the background, but the whine of  the needles – constant 
as dental tools, shrill as hornets – drowns out most of  the 
lyrics.

Strangely, WitchHammer Tattoo defies the stereotypes 
that characterize tattoo parlors. The cleanliness of  the 
place is astounding: Employees in the corner argue about 
how to properly store instruments to keep them sanitary 

while owner 
Ramsey applies 
d i s i n f e c t a n t 
and prepares 
a fresh needle 
for his client. 
The couches 
that sit opposite 
the booths and 
the Nintendo 
system attached 
to the HDTV 
offer potential 
customers a 
chance to relax 
before making a 
commitment. The 
parlor looks, dare 
I say it, nice.

Those employed at WitchHammer are, first and 
foremost, artists. 

“I’ve always been able to draw well,” Ramsey said, 
“and in my twenties I started paying 
attention to tattoos and I started to 

say, ‘I can do better than that.’ I decided tattooing would be 
a good way to make a living with my talent.”

Unfortunately, Ramsey soon discovered that the art of  
tattooing was not as easy as he believed. He decided to 
apprentice under another tattoo artist and has continued 
his art for 18 years.

“When I was young, my life was about fast cars, 
motorcycles and women,” he said. “Those first 15 years I 
was really just spinning my wheels.”

An unavoidable aspect of  the 
rock and roll lifestyle, characterized 
in Ramsey’s manifold tattoos, is his 
battle with drugs.

“A lot of  my memory is hazy 
from the burnout,” he said.

Fortunately, Ramsey’s newfound 
faith has given him a sense of  
direction that he lacked for much 
of  his life, and it has enriched his 
artwork as well as himself.

“A relationship with Jesus can 
fill a lot of  the hole left from the 
drugs,” he said. “I will be off  drugs 
three years come March.”

His struggle with drugs has not 
impeded his knowledge of  his art, 
however, and he notes how much 
the field of  body art has changed 
over his lifetime.

“[The field of  body art] has 
changed tremendously,” he said. “Most 
prominently, tattoos and piercings have become more 
socially acceptable. Supply has simply gone through the 
roof, with the technology available now, and that has 
increased the demand among the public.”

Ramsey, along with the rest of  his staff, enjoys 
commenting on how body art has broken through the 

barriers set in place by stereotypes in recent years.
“It’s not as much of  an old boys club anymore,” he said. 

“You don’t have to be a criminal or a sailor or a biker to be 
a tattoo person.”

The types of  people that come into his shop no longer 
adhere to particular conventions.

“Generally, those who get tattoos have been between 18 
and 30,” Ramsey said, “but lately the older crowd has been 
as common as the younger.”

Ramsey, who tattoos an average of  800 to 1,000 works 
of  art per year, notes that body art consists of  three equal 
parts.

“There’s the art, which is pretty self-explanatory,” he 
said, “but there is also the craft, such as building needles, 
and the medical aspect, which comes from dealing with the 

Body artists attempt to alleviate stereotypes 
in a largely misunderstood field

“[The field 
of body art] 
has changed 
tremendously,” 
he said. “Most 
prominently, 
tattoos and 
piercings 
have become 
more socially 
acceptable.”
-LaFreem Ramsey

WitchHammer employee Neal Nance puts the finishing touches on a customer’s 
tattoo, also pictured above.
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Jared Schooley
Copy Editor

Favorite song and why?
“A Milli” because in the song Lil’ Wayne says“I’m a millionaire” and 
I’m going to be a millionaire.

Favorite thing to do outside of school/work?
Playing sports and hanging with my friends

Favorite movie actor/actress?
Denzel Washington 

Favorite quote from a movie?
“You wouldn’t like me when I’m angry.” - “The Hulk”

Favorite movie?
“The Game Plan”

Randall 
Brandon 

(11)

Photos by Kayla Evans 
and Jared Schooley

human body.”
Piercing expert and WitchHammer employee Ralphie Wood emphasized the medical facet of  his 

art, especially.
“It involves quite a bit of  skill,” he said. “You have to be fairly knowledgeable about anatomy, make 

sure everything’s lined up and measured. You might have to manipulate skin. The smoother you make 
it, the better a piercing will turn out and the less pain you’ll give the person you’re piercing.”

Both Wood and Ramsey stress the importance of  
education for those that are unfamiliar with the practice.

“Anyone who wants to know about tattoos and 
piercings can come in and talk to us,” Ramsey said. “Don’t 
feed the kids stereotypes. In fact, bring your kids. We’d 
rather people come in and find out from us what the risks 
and rewards are than going to some kitchen magician 
and potentially causing themselves harm.”

If  people aren’t comfortable with going to their local 
tattoo parlors, Ramsey says, they should take the chance 
to talk to someone with tattoos and piercings.

“You’ll find that people who have tattoos aren’t the 
kind of  people you see in the movies,” he said. “You’ll 
find they’re friendly people that are willing to talk to 
others about their designs.”

The employees of  WitchHammer stress two major 
concerns that younger people typically have with body art: amateur art 
that turns out poorly and poor hygiene.

 “Don’t let your buddies try to give you piercings with some home 
kit,” Wood said. “You can run into a lot of  problems. Be cautious. 
One of  the most common complaints we hear is that something got 
infected because the client didn’t listen to the artist that gave them 
their tattoo or piercing. Problems like that will directly affect the 
outcome of  what you get.”

Neal Nance, another WitchHammer employee, cites body art as a different type 
of  art form, comparing it to an unlikely but strangely similar industry.

“This is like hairdressing,” he said. “We’re making art out of  the human 
body.”

Nance appreciates most of  all that his art lasts.
“This isn’t a painting that can get messed up over time,” he said. “If  people 

keep what they’ve got in good condition, this can be permanent art.”
Ramsey loves not only the art, but the people that come along with it.
“What’s most important to me is to make the customer happy,” he said. “When 

they get out of  that chair and look at themselves and smile, that’s priceless.”
Ramsey’s main token of  advice for those unsure of  the tattoo and piercing 

world is to avoid jumping to conclusions.
“A lot of  professional, well-respected people have tattoos and piercings, 

especially today,” he said. “Winston Churchill had a tattoo. In fact, so did his 
mother.”



The hard work and energy poured into each copy of  The Minute is inconceivable.  The 
members on the yearbook staff, too, are known for the care and precision they use when 
piecing together the yearly issue.  Though these two results of  all the aforementioned 
hard work and worry are by far the most widely-known of  student publications, there is 
another piece of  work produced once a year, each May.  Concord’s Visions in Ink is a single-
volume compilation of  anywhere from twenty to fifty student-submitted pieces of  writing 
and art, all which are printed in a neatly-bound book, then submitted to students willing 
to pay for it and those students who submitted pieces.

Madeline Valle (12) is no stranger to Visions in Ink.  Her work has been featured in 
nearly every issue of  the artistic magazine, beginning her sophomore year and continuing 
through her entire high school career.  Though Valle has had both her artwork and her 
writing chosen by the staff  in charge of  assembling Visions in Ink, she maintains that 
writing is what she believes to be her greatest strength.

“I enjoy volunteering to work on Visions in Ink because I think that seeing a person’s work 
gives you, in a way, a glimpse into their soul,” Valle said, commenting on the publication’s 
unique array of  submissions and artists.  “Artwork and writing aren’t bound by social 
circles or cliques, and they are methods both of  beauty and free expression.”

Laura Livrone, the school’s creative writing and English teacher, heads the Visions in 
Ink committee.  Though she sponsors and supervises the production of  the issue, Livrone 
usually sees herself  as simply a background figure, noting that the organization and 
structure of  the writing magazine is left entirely to the student staff.

This staff, comprised mainly of  volunteers, is headed by the three students currently 
in the creative writing II class, Braxton Troyer (11), Anastasia Pesosky (12) and Sarah 
Hamel (12).  In the early stages of  production, these students will dedicate one day each 

week to the art magazine.  Nearing the final weeks, however, 

they will begin to dedicate more time to the magazine, depending on both the number of  
submissions and the number of  volunteers willing to help.

Though the three students have not yet begun the grueling process of  recruiting 
volunteer workers, sorting through piece after piece, and designing the layout for 2009’s 
Visions in Ink, Pesosky is optimistic about what lies ahead.

“It’s going to be a long run, but I’m sure it’ll be worth it in the end.  Last year’s staff  
was really dedicated,” she says, referring to the 2008 student staff  of  Visions in Ink, led 
by now-seniors Chase Troxell and Caytee Clark.  “I’m hoping to be able to build on some 
of  their ideas, as well as mix in a lot of  our own personal taste and flair.  There are a 
lot of  great writers and artists out there, so I’m excited to start looking through the 
submissions.”

A major concern of  the staff  is just how many pieces they will be reviewing over the 
three-month span of  production.  In years past, the staff  has received as many as fifty 
pieces for review, all of  which must be carefully considered in their own right.    More 
often, however, the staff  finds itself  struggling to find enough pieces to fill the pages of  
the artistic magazine.  If  last year is any indication, however, this year’s staff  will not find 
themselves faced with this dilemma.

“Last year, we wanted to take [Visions in Ink] up a notch, so we chose to advertise very 
early and get lots of  publicity,” Troxell said.  “Unfortunately, the increase in pieces was 
very minimal.”

Despite these sentiments, last year’s Visions in Ink brought in a record number of  
submissions, ending with a final count of  54 pieces, artwork and writing combined.  The 
staff  of  2009 hopes to match this total, and as of  this moment, such a goal seems quite 
feasible.  Only time will tell, however, if  the 2009 student body is as 
artistically inclined as in years past.
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Anum Alam
Staff Writer

Logan Quigley
Staff Writer

I was terribly wrong when I expected that writing in 
my religion’s original dialect would come as second nature 
to me. As one of  the followers of  Islam, I was taught the 
basics of  reciting the Holy Qur’an at a young age by my 
parents. Created many thousands of  years ago, and written 
in Islam’s primary language, the Book sparked my interest 
to understand and write what I was reading, Arabic. At the 
age of  11, my mom sat me down to begin the first step, out 
of  many, on a path that handed me the key to unlock the 
door of  a new language on paper.

During my reciting years, I came across pages upon 
pages of  a familiar yet rare form of  calligraphy, the art 

of  penmanship. Certainly, Arabic is classified as an “art’” 
with its 28 unique letters and complex writing structure 
of  curved, straight and connected lines read from right 
to left, that make up the Arabic alphabet system. A simple 
addition or subtraction of  an extra character, such as a 
dot, can completely change the existing “letter” which then 
alters the meaning that the Qur’an is trying to convey to 
its people.

After accomplishing the recitation of  the entire Holy 
Book, I finally figured out the pronunciation of  every single 
character I needed to know to excel in Arabic. What was 
the next step? Name writing, of  course.  Well, at least it had 

sounded that 
simple at the 
time. After 
weeks of  
practice on 
just the four 
letters of  my 
first name, 
that were 
only three 
char acter s 
in Arabic, I 
achieved the 
“‘alif  ”, A, 
the “nun”, 
N and the 
“mim”, M. 
Where did 
the U go? 
I had no 
clue, but I 
didn’t want 
my name to 

look any shorter on paper than it already did.Islamic art, 
even the words in the Qu’ran, is centered around Allah, 
the Arabic word for “God”, and since religion plays a major 
role in every culture, paintings and pictures also become 
a religious piece. Since Allah cannot be represented by 
imagery, geometric patterns are used to outline living forms 
with a solid line while readable verses from the Qur’an 
are taken to fill the inner space. The lack of  human being 
portraits in Islam urges Muslims to avoid the temptation 
of  idolatry, the worship of  any man-made image, idea or 
object. 

In the house, my parents have always been very careful 
on where they set a family picture, or even an old picture 
from way back when they were kids. Because everyone 
prays five times a day,  it’s very important that we don’t 
have a picture of  a human face in front of  where we’re 
praying. This is another way to avoid idolatry. The rugs on 
which we pray on are decorated with floral and geometric 
patterns, yet do not completely fill the space so as to not 
detract attention from prayer. On some, there are symbols 
that have specific meanings like the crescent moon, a strong 
icon that signifies faith. No Arabic phrases are  inscribed on 
the rug, out of  respect that the language helps convey the 
message of  the Holy Qu’ran.

The journey of  learning a second language, obviously 
wasn’t an easy one for many people. Even after being able 
to write my name in Arabic, there were many obstacles 
when trying to  structure sentences. They say: “With time, 
comes all,” and that’s exactly how everything turned out 
in the end. The beauty of  the Arabic language is the form 
of  the letters, and out of  those letters begins the art of  a 
few language.

A masterpiece in words

Decorated with Arabic

Anum Alam reads the Qur’an her traditional cultural garb. Photo by Azeez Alam
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While many high-schoolers find themselves 
drinking, partying, or breaking curfew on Friday 
and Saturday nights, senior Linsey Dumm chooses 
to spend her weekend evenings in a slightly less 
destructive way.  As a self-described “art-addict,” 
she replaces the drug and alcohol addictions 
of  the stereotypical American teenager with a 
healthier, more beneficial addiction—an addiction 
to visual art. 

Though her contemporary work gives no hint 
to this, Linsey admits that her early years dabbling 
in art were nothing she is proud of.  Embarrassed, 
she admits that when she first began to show an 
acute interest in art, and drawing, in particular, 
she “was nothing to be proud of, and most of  
[her] pieces looked more like amoebas than the 
people they were meant to portray.”  This should 
not be surprising, of  course, from a three-year-
old. 

Even though she continued to work throughout 
her early life, Linsey believes that what truly 
helped spur her artistic talent was her entrance 
into high school.  Though a self-proclaimed 
“rebel” who is less than fond of  “textbook art”—
art which follows solid textbook rules, often 
found in beginning art classes—Linsey was able 
to establish a strong base for her work in high 
school, and used it to gain a foothold, with which 
she climbed to metaphorically higher elevations 
of  artistic prowess.

This “textbook art,” however helpful to beginners, is to blame for a severe loss of  creativity in art.  In most beginning-
level high school art classes, students are taught to follow basic rules and match criteria in their work.  This, while much 
simpler for both students and teachers, quashes the creativity and free expression that art is meant to embody.

 “I don’t dislike beginning art classes in particular,” Linsey said, “but they just don’t allow for much inspiration or 
imagination.” 

Linsey finds her inspiration in both natural and man-made wonders, but notes that her best work comes not during 
moments of  meditation or deep contemplation, but rather, insomnia.

 “Some nights I can’t fall asleep, so I’ll lie awake in bed, then force myself  to get up and paint.  I end up with really 
bizarre, weird stuff, but it’s good,” Linsey said.  “That’s how I got my idea for my Joker piece, which is probably the best 
work I’ve ever done.” The Joker piece she refers to is truly stunning, and features a strikingly lifelike portrayal of  the 
Joker from the well-known Batman series.

Linsey once entertained ideas about going into animation, but has since changed her mind, and is now looking into 
the field of  biologic science.  She will certainly continue to work with art in her spare time, though her career itself  will 
not be geared toward such endeavors.

 “I’d just like to have money to buy food,” she says in reference to her career choice.  “I mean, lots of  artists don’t sell 
well until after they’re dead, and by then it’s a little too late.”

The story of an

Favorite song and why? 
Lil Corey- “Say Yes” because I got a boyfriend and that’s our song.

Favorite movie?
Friday 1, 2, and 3

If you could go anywhere where would you go and 
why?
Hawaii, because I can have all the drinks and it’s nice and warm.

Favorite quote from a movie?
“You ain’t put in on dis man!” – “Friday”

Shanice 
Douglas 

(11)
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Favorite song and why?
Kanye West-“Heartless,” because I like 
the beat and story behind it.

What are your nicknames?
Deedra, Angie, and Deege

Favorite movie?
“Eagle Eye”

Biggest pet peeve about Concord?
People who run into you and then they say excuse you
when they really supposed to say excuse me.

Andrea 
Sierra 
(12)

M e x i c a n 
folkloric dancers 
have dedicated 
themselves to 
showcasing the 
splendors of  
Mexican art and 
culture through 
diverse, thrilling 
and inspiring 
M e x i c a n 
dance. Ninive 
Mujica (11) has 
e x p e r i e n c e d 
the different 
dances that 
pertain to folk 
with her family 
and friends as 
they perform for 
broad audiences 
of  the Hispanic 
community in 
Elkhart.

“There is no 
general name 
for our folkloric 
dancing,” Mujica 
said. “Each dance 
has its own 
unique name 
that represents 
the music being 
played. One of  
my favorites is 

El Zapateado.”
M e x i c a n 

folk dancing, 
perfomed to the 

lively music of  mariachi bands, shows the energy and 
motion of  the unique Mexican dance style. Mexican 
holidays are great opportunities for dancers to celebrate 
their rich cultural heritage with the community. El 
Zapateado is a traditional dance that pertains to one of  
the three categories of  dance. They consist of  danza, 
mestizo and balies regionales. El Zapateado originated 
from Spain and became a Mariachi favorite. The dance 
allows performers to drive the heels of  their boots into 
the dance floor, pounding out swift syncopated rhythms. 
Along with El Zapateado, there are additional traditional 
dances that characterize Mexican folk dancing.

“When I dance, I feel free and with a lot of  energy,” 
Mujica said. “When I dance, I feel like everything around 
me is perfect, and it frees me.” 

Mujica began dancing 11 years ago, and she has been 
able to experience the specific dances of  each category 
while gaining knowledge of  the history and significance 
of  the tradition. She was interested in dancing because 
of  the influence she had among her family. Mujica is part 
of  the Grupo Folklorico Santa Cruz which consists of  
most of  the family. The time and management put into 
only one dance piece is consuming and not everyone can 
do it. The created Mexican folkloric dances have a unique 
rhythm and choreography. The dancers try their best to 
represent the traditional story that the dance or song is 
about. 

“Dresses signify a certain thing depending on which 
background they come from,” Mujica said. “The dresses, 
with the money we earn, are made by our moms. We do 
order one pair of  [dresses] from Mexico because they 
are so delicate to make.”

The radiant multicolored dresses that are seen in each 
dance are not only for a typical Mexican stereotype. Each 
dress comes from a different region and with a different 
history. The dress most commonly worn by Mujica is 
the Adelita dress. This dress epitomized the legend of  
an escaramuza which is the Spanish word for lover. An 
Adelita dress represents the lovely, brave and skilled 
riding companion for Pancho Villa. The traditional dress 
consists of  a high-necked long-sleeved dress with a 
long full skirt laced with ribbon, a white petticoat, white 
bloomers, and a shawl. The fashion caught on, and soon 
native women were copying the distinctive style of  dress. 
Today they have been incorporated into the traditional 
dances and have a Mexican touch through art, added to it. 
The dresses are purposely long and distended because it 
is easier to extend as they dance and create a more visual 
appeal to the audiences.

“It [folkloric dancing] helps us not forget where we 
and our ancestors came from and remember who we are,” 
Mujica said.

If  a Mexican folkloric dance performance is viewed 
by a different native, the dance would seem exhilarating 
and perhaps difficult. The art of  the Mexican dance not 
only represents the colorful dresses, the odd sounding 
music or the way the dancers move, but also the time 
and passion that are showed through the dance. Folkloric 
dance represents the art and culture of  each country, and 
Mujica has been able to experience this from her country, 
Mexico.

Ninive Muijca (11) dances along 
with her traditional Adelita 
dress to a folkloric rhythm.

to an authentic rhythm

Photos by Tyler Knudson

Dancing

Ninive Mujica shows off  her dancing dress.
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Any art student that has ever participated in a large-scale 
art project knows that there is nothing more rewarding 
than seeing your final masterpiece completely finished. 
That is why Shannon Whalen (12), along with Brandon 
Kurtz (drawing and painting teacher) and other-upper level 
art students, is ready to begin working on a mural project 
that has been a work-in-progress since last year.  

 “A mural is any large scale painting,” Kurtz said. “People 
do murals because it’s something that people don’t have 
to go to a museum to see. They are just exposed to the 
general public.”

Doing a mural is a long term project, so to be able to 
deal with it takes a lot of  determination and dedication on 
part of  the students to be able to complete it and also so its 
up to everyone’s expectaions. That  is probably  one of  the 
main reasons that you do not see very many murals even 
here in Elkhart. On our mural search we were only able to 
locate two murals around town.

The mural idea originated last year when Kurtz’s upper-
level art class went in and asked him if  they could do a 
mural project. Last year being only Kurtz’s first year here 
at CHS, and starting off  with a project of  this magnitude, 
Kurtz did not really know what to expect but he didn’t let 
that faze him and decided to go through with it anyways.

“My initial reaction was that if  we do this it’s going to 
be a huge job,” Kurtz said.

The name of  the mural has yet to be determined, but 
they do know that it is going to be about 8 feet tall and 4 
feet wide. 

“It’s in Mr. Beiber’s room right now but it’s going to be 
put up in the cafeteria when it’s done,” Whalen said. 

One of  the disadvantages of  working on a long term 
project is that some of  the students who worked on the 
mural last year have either gone on to graduate or are not 
currently taking art anymore.

“We [she and Mary Warthan (12)] did pretty much 
half  of  the whole mural,” Whalen said.

Kurtz has been unable to get students to work on the 
mural project thus far because he has not had any upper-
level art classes. Next trimester, Kurtz will finally have 
his first upper-level art class, so that is when he plans on 
having his students work on the mural.

“Right now the mural is probably halfway to three 
quarters of  the way done,” Whalen said. ”Even though 
we haven’t worked on the mural since last year we will 
probably be working on it every day next trimester.”

If  students were ever to ask Kurtz about making another 
mural in the future he would make sure that the mural is 
considerably smaller than the current mural, so that all 
the students receive an opportunity to see the fruits of  
their labor. As for Whalen, she and Kurtz currently share 
the same goal: to complete their mural by the end of  the 
current school year.

“I just hope it’s done and up by the time that we 
graduate,” Whalen said.

Favorite song and why?
“Apologize” because it’s a very deep and intense song with a good 
message and I like the beat and music. 

Interesting fact about yourself?
I have slight brain damage/scar tissue from falling and hitting my 
head when I was younger.
                                            

Favorite quote from a movie?
“These toilets are ginormous.” - “Elf”

Biggest pet peeve about Concord?
When people cluster in the middle of the hallway as if there is 
nobody trying to walk around them as they leisurely blab with 
their friends, and take FOREVER!!!

Marlene 
Arvidson 

(12)

 Murals:

There is nothing sweeter for an art student        
than seeing a project come to fruition.

Painting on a larger scale

Above & immediate left:  This mural is located at the intersection of  Prairie and Main Street.

Shannon Whalen (12) is hard at work on the school mural.

Dancing
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY–PURDUE UNIVERSITY FORT WAYNE

WHY NOT VISIT 
CAMPUS?

260-481-6855
jacksodt@ipfw.edu

www.ipfw.edu/admissions

An equal opportunity/equal access university

Meet Diverse 
Student Leaders

Multicultural
Campus Visit Day

February 20
9 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Daysha Jackson
Admissions

For lunch, R.S.V.P. by Feb. 1, 2009. Space limited.

SUN - SURF - BEACH GAMES
SPRING BREAK 2009

Web’s #1 SpringBreak Site
springbreakmax.com

MYSPACE.COM/SPRINGBREAKMAX

Fl
or

ida
’s 

HO
T 

Tr
op

ica
l 

B
ea

ch
es

per student

From
3-7 NIGHT

ROOM PACKAGES
AVAILABLE

Deluxe Spring Break Room Packages
Up to 50% Discounted Room Packages

$99

Stay at the Luxurious Oceanfront

Over
200,000

High School
students have 
stayed at the

Desert Inn

surcharge during Spring Break Peak Weeks

Only $50 will reserve your
SPRING BREAK PACKAGE

Beaches-Pool Deck
Contests & Activities

SENIOR
GRADUATION

TRIPS

MAY 20
THRU

JUNE 20
$79per

student
All services by appointment only
Open Monday-Saturday 
starting at 10 a.m. each day

Services include:
Full body wraps

Waxing
Makeup application

Ion cleansing
Airbrush tanning

Infrared spa
Massage therapy

Facials
Hair services 23714 US Hwy 33

Elkhart, IN 46517
574-875-0782

www.totalwrapture.com

Thank you 
                to friends of The Minute!




