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On the cover:  A collage of obsessions discussed in this issue of The 
Minute

I try to wear the color purple every day.  Whether it’s my headband, 
shirt, jacket or fingernails, the color is always somehow on my body.  People 
in my classes ask me if  I’m “obsessed” with the color, which causes me to 
wonder what the word “obsession” really means.  Personally, I think the 
word can only be used when infatuation becomes vehement enthusiasm to 
the point of  interrupting one’s customary lifestyle.

This issue of  The Minute focuses on the boundary between obsession 
and  innocent passion.  The most relevant articles to most teens are Jose 
Alvarez and Logan Quigley’s articles about the rising obsession with 
modern technology.  Texting and updating personal websites like Myspace 
and Facebook are among the most prevalent technology-based activites 
among teens, so when the word “obsession” came up during brainstorming, 
these activites quickly followed and seemed incredibly pertinent.

Kayla Evans and Dara Marquez thoroughly covered the obsession with 
Barack Obama’s recent visit.  The Obama craze has gotten serious among 
adults and teens alike.  As a staff, we wanted to grow an Obama Chia Pet, 
but, much to our dismay, they are not going to be released until April.

The Twilight series has created both avid fanatics and harsh critics, 
both of  which are found right here in the J-Lab.  Four of  them argued the 
negative and positive influences of  the book and did it, for once, without 
cursing.

Also being introduced this issue are some “horoscopes” that can be found 
on page 15. Take them for what you will.

So, to those who wonder about my “obsession,” it’s not an obsession: I 
just like the color purple. Jessika Bollero

Editor In Chief
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Been waiting for a prom that will blow your mind? Well, this year might just be the 
one that will knock all the other proms out of  the water.

“The biggest difference is the new location that Concord has never been to,” Jessica 
McCarthy (FACS teacher) said. “The area belongs to us, we don’t have to share and 
we’re going to have a new DJ.”

Even though everything is different, new themes and new ideas will all fit together 
to make one whole prom that everyone can enjoy.

“An idea that was presented that would add a nice touch is that our invitations will 
be made to resemble playing cards,” McCarthy said.

Even though this may be your first or second prom, it is going to be exciting because 
you are really not going to get a feel of  something that’s new and different unless you 
are there to go through the experience.

“We try to stay away from 4 years ago and we really try not to repeat those themes 
for a while,” McCarthy said. 

One question that is being asked is, why can’t a senior get involved in planning for 
their own prom? Most seniors do feel that it is their prom, and they believe that they 
should have a say in it, especially to give input on theme choice.

“I think because it’s a tradition that the juniors do the planning and the work for the 
seniors, but there are seniors that do give their input,” McCarthy said in response to 
this. 

This 
year’s prom 
will be casino-
themed,  a 
radically different theme than 
those of  previous years, but it is still prom and you should dress 
appropriately as would be expected for prom. The price itself  has gone down and the 
area is different for CHS.

“It’s going to be held at the College Football Hall of  Fame, which is in downtown 
South Bend. We have access to the whole place and there is a basement that is opened 
from 8-10 if  you want a break from dancing to play games. We’re looking at the price 
to be $15-20, and it won’t go below or above,” McCarthy said.

Planning another prom

Shebrell Guider
Staff Writer

Above & right:  CHS students enjoy themselves at last year’s prom.  Photos courtesy of  the Concordian.
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On Saturday the Minutemen swimming and 
diving team will take the pool as they attempt 
to take the sectional title for the first time this 
decade. The team is led by diving captain Korey 
Schrock (12). Schrock was able to dominate his 
way to a first place finish at sectionals last year. To 
go along with that he also took 12th at state last 
year, an impressive feat for a junior. Schrock is well 
aware of  the challenges the Minutemen will face 
on Saturday.

“Northridge by far is the toughest team in our 
sectional,” Schrock said. “But they are one of  the 
best teams in the state. All we can do is go out and 

try our best and hope for the best.”
Schrock doesn’t know exactly how long it 

has been since CHS won a swimming and diving 
sectional, but he does know it has been awhile.

 “All I know is it has been a very long time,” 
Schrock said. “So we want to go out on Saturday 
and bring a sectional championship back to 
Concord.”

In order to do so the entire team needs to 
perform at a very high level.

“We want to try to get as many relays and 
individuals down to state,” Schrock said. “We want 
everyone to get their best times and to do the best 

they’ve done all year.”
Schrock is considered to be the favorite due to 

his success in recent years as well as his success 
this season. But Schrock doesn’t pay attention to 
any of  the hype. 

“I just think about what I need to do and go out 
there and focus on my dives one at a time,” Schrock 
said. “I don’t think about anything else.”

Minutemen ready for toughest 
challenge yet

The shots just kept falling for 
the Minutemen Tuesday night as 
they were able to outlast the Penn 
Kingsman 60-55. JaVontae Hence 
(12) led the Minutemen to victory 
as he scored a career high 25 points, 
and was able to knock down five of  
his seven three point attempts. David 
Yoder (12) ended the night with a 
double-double, as he scored ten points 
and brought down ten boards.

With the score 52-36 with just 
under six minutes remaining the game 
appeared to be well in hand for the 
Minutemen. The Kingsman, however, 
were able to storm back to within four, 
56-52, as Tommy Kurth (12) scored 
11 of  his team high 13 points in the 
fourth quarter. Back to back lay-ups 
by Yoder and Hence however sealed 
the Kingsman fate. 

Also contributing for the 
Minutemen was David House (12) 

who scored 15 points and pulled down 
five rebounds. CHS was able to out 
rebound Penn by a margin of  31-19. 
Koby Eldridge (10) was able to chip in 
six points as he knocked down two of  
his five three point attempts. 

Alex Marsh (12) scored eight of  his 
10 points in the second quarter to help 
keep the Kingsman close at halftime 
as they trailed 31-25. Matt Price (11) 
contributed with seven points while 
Chris Chaffee (12) and Jordan Brady 
(11) each added six points.  

The win moved CHS to 10-7 on the 
season while Penn fell to 7-10. The 
win helped build confidence for the 
Minutemen as they showed they can 
bounce back from a very tough loss to 
the hands of  undefeated Northridge. 
The Minutemen are playing their 
best at the perfect time as they have 
just three games remaining before 
sectionals begin.

Hence’s career 
night leads 
Minutemen to 
victory

S P O R T S

Brandon Sebastian
Sports Editor

Photo by Brandon Sebastian
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The 
f r o z e n 

g r o u n d 
glints in the setting sun as the 
skis slice through the mountain’s 
snowy face and arch down the 
hill. Nervousness chokes his throat 
as fear and adrenaline creep slowly 
down his spine. Growing ever closer 
is the dip that leads to freezing air and 
nothingness, pure hang-time. As the chemical cocktail 
slowly seeps into his system, everything begins to go 
in slow motion. Thomas Williams (9) relishes these 
moments.

Williams, in his spare time, is an avid skier. He 
follows many professional skiers and advocates of  the 
sport. Skiing, one of  the many “extreme sports” that 
have populated the mainstream within the past ten or 
so years, draws in daredevils of  all ages, especially the 
younger generations.

“I see the pros doing stunts and I want to do 
them too,” Williams said. “When I first start out I’m 
nervous about trying something new, but then I stick 
it and there’s just this feeling of  relief  because you 
know you did something that a professional has done. 
After that you think someday…I could be as good as 
that.”

Williams’ extreme sports career consists mainly 
of  skiing, but he also used surf  and participate in 
motocross, though these are only a small list in 
the vast genre of  extreme sports canon. 

Base jumping, mountain climbing, 
skydiving and others have coined the new 
name “extreme tourism,” as the activities 
consist of  adventure-themed 
excursions to exotic locales 
around the globe in order for 
those involved to experience 

the ultimate adrenaline 
rush. The most highly rated 
locations typically line up 
with the most dangerous areas 
on the planet. People flock to 
tourist spots where flying hot 
air balloons around Australia, 
kayaking through the desolate regions 
of  the Amazon rainforest or backpacking 
across the Icelandic greenery for seventeen 
days are normal everyday activities. Examples of  
the attraction have been showing up more and more 
over the span of  fifty years as man and woman alike 
strive to execute more and more dangerous stunts, 
all in the effort of  outdoing their predecessors. Other 
people just do it to experience the thrill and others 
still try their hands at extreme sporting for a feeling 
of  accomplishment, like one man suffering from a 
genetic leg disorder who decided to scale the Andes 
Mountains just to say he was able to do it.

Many of  the participants in the various categories 
of  extreme sports range from the age of  early 
twenties to late forties, but through all these ages, 
each hold a love for one chemical that is key in the 
effect of  what the “extreme” genre attempts to purvey: 
adrenaline. Adrenaline is the reason why most, if  
not all, people enjoy the occasional duel with death. 

It induces a biological high that triggers the 
“fight or flight” response, the carnal feeling of  
living perilously. The rush has been constant 

enjoyment for all those who have taken part in 
the extreme sports world.
“Adrenaline makes you feel alive, in the heat of  

the moment,” Jordan Louck (11) said, referring to the 
extreme sport of  paintball. “All that matters is coming 
out on top, and as soon as the feeling goes away, you’re 

looking for more.”
E x t r e m e 

Sports 
first really 

came to the public 
eye when ESPN created the X Games, a 

show that ranked contestants on their skills and 
stunts in the fields of  skateboarding, biking and other 
freestyle activities. All of  this, though, descends from 
a long history of  breaking through barriers put in 
place by tradition.

Extreme sports originated in ancient Polynesia. 
At first, surfing was a hobby considered treasonous 
and blasphemous due to the fact that followers 
of  this activity cut down holy trees to make their 
boards. Monks saw this and ordered the activity 
to be stopped as they resorted to nothing less than 
execution for the purveyors of  surfing. This was 
the legacy and beginning of  extreme sports. For 
centuries, intentional endangerment in an act of  
sport has been both looked down upon and applauded, 
but only recently have the idea and thrills behind the 
idea become a widely enjoyed attraction accepted by 
the populace. Through time, there have been famous 
faces and popular growth alike that have helped assert 
the now-accepted theme of  extreme sports into the 
modern society it resides in. We can only hope this 
so-called “obsession” may continue safely through the 
future.

Braxton Troyer
Staff Writer

Photos courtesy of  Google Images



6 The Minute

F e a t u r e

Jared: So, as a preface, this is a discussion regarding the merit and pop culture explosion 
known as the Twilight series by Stephenie Meyer.

Kayla: Or a Twifight, if  you will.
Jared: So, what should we approach first?
Kayla: I think it’s important to establish why we think it’s so popular.
Caytee: Well obviously, the love of  Edward with the pre-teen and teenage girls is a 

big thing.
Jared: There is a certain amount of  obsession over him. A visit to any Facebook page 

can ascertain that much.
Kayla: Why do you think Edward is so popular? I personally think he’s flat.
Reneé: I think it’s because he’s described as this perfect guy. In the beginning, he has 

no flaws. 
Caytee: I believe that the author made all of  her characters unique in their own way 

with an interesting past and future with twists and turns. You 
never know where they’ll end up next, or what their next move 
will be.

Caytee: Especially Edward because she adds in the “girl’s 
dream” features, Edward being the man of  every girl’s dreams.

Kayla: Every girl being relative. I’m sure Team Jacob would 
disagree that he’s every girl’s dream guy.

Jared: How does he fit that niche, then?
Reneé: He’s graceful, tall, and muscular. He has mesmerizing 

eyes. He’s good looking, but it also goes back to this idea that 
girls are brainwashed into thinking that when guys are mean to 
them in the beginning, it’s because they like them.

Jared: Do you think she successfully avoids stereotype in the 
process of  developing Edward’s character?

Kayla: No. Edward is your everyday angsty teenage boy with 
fangs. But it’s not difficult to imagine that those are the things 
girls go for these days.

Reneé: I think she intentionally puts stereotypes into the 
book to create a more realistic situation.

Caytee: I don’t think that anyone can avoid stereotypes 
because everyone is going to eventually stereotype the characters 
no matter what.

Kayla: So why do we not like Edward?
Jared: There is an issue with Edward’s obvious manipulation 

of  people using his looks. He charms people into doing whatever 

he wants and never suffers the consequences.
Caytee: How does he not pay the consequences? He is punished by being able to hear 

people’s thoughts without wanting to, plus being a “vampire” is  a consequence in itself.
Kayla: I don’t think I’d consider Edward’s mind reading a punishment, more of  a 

mixed blessing. He uses the ability to his own gain and, more often, his own amusement 
several times throughout the series.

Jared: Also, he seems rather unwilling to do the things he asks of  other people, 
especially Bella. It seems really hypocritical to me and turns me off.

Kayla: I think Edward’s devotion to Bella is admirable. What girl doesn’t want a 
romance like that? The problem is that it’s unrealistic and it gives people, especially young 
girls, an unrealistic view of  what the world is like, especially love.

Caytee: I think the fact that it’s unrealistic makes it a good book and a popular one, 
because who wants to read about everyday life when we’re living it? Everyone wants to 

In the sake of our issue’s theme, “Obsession,” we decided to focus on a literary series that has recently taken 
the young adult population by storm: the “Twilight” series by Stephenie Meyer. Its subject matter, notedly 
supernatural, hearkens back to its predecessor, J.K. Rowling’s children’s “Harry Potter” series. Like “Potter-
Mania” before it, “Twilight” has stemmed its own movie adaptation, trading cards and cult following (mostly 
consisting of teenage girls). Using Google Chat, we were able to construct the following debate, which tackles 
some of the arguments that have raged between fans and critics of the series since its inception.

Photos by Jessika Bollero and Lauren Hill
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Reneé: That’s one reason why I liked the book, because it did provide that escape from 
everyday life.

Kayla: It’s not the escaping part that bothers me. It’s the promotion of  unethical 
behavior. Every book is a vehicle with some type of  message. It’s one thing to write a 
story just because you want to, but when you have such a large audience, why wouldn’t 
you want to say something useful? Meyer has the opportunity to influence a large majority 
of  the young population, and I worry about the message she is choosing to deliver. Ideal 
romances are unlikely and the other ethics brought up are questionable to say the least.

Caytee: I agree that she should be sending a good message. There is a strong theme of  
family with Bella and her mother, and Edward and his close-knit family.

Jared:  I admit you’re right on the issue with family, Caytee, but I’m not certain I’d 
agree wholeheartedly. Bella circumvents her father several times for her own reasons.

Caytee: But we all have family issues, Jared, and that’s realistic. She’s simply showing 
that we all have problems that we all have to deal with and still keep our family relationships 
in tact.

Reneé: At the beginning Bella does blow her father off, but as the series progresses, her 
love for her father is more evident and it’s easier to see her maturity.

Kayla: What about the presentation of  sex?
Jared: Isn’t there an issue with Bella’s age, not to mention her rather zealous sexual 

pursuit of  Edward?
Caytee: I think that Meyer tries to keep the books, while still realistic, Christian. While 

trying to keep it modern, it’s surprising that she continuously pushed Bella into her “lust” 
for Edward, while Edward seemed somewhat mild towards sex. In the end she obviously 
kept it Christian as they didn’t have sex until after marriage.

Reneé: Most would find a problem with her age, but I think because she is married to 
him there is a little leeway.

Jared: I’m not with you on the “Christian” presentation of  the novels, but I think 
the big issue is how persistent Bella is in her sexual pursuit of  Edward.

Kayla: Even after marriage, Edward is 
uncomfortable having sex with 

Bella, yet she presses the issue 
and he gives in. What type of  

a message does this send to 
anyone, especially teens?

Reneé: I think Meyer 
is trying to show that 
every girl has the desire to 
be with someone but most 
don’t show it unless they 
feel really comfortable 
with that other person.

Jared: So, Bella shows 
outwardly what every girl 

thinks inwardly? 
Kayla: Even if  
that is the case, 

it comes off  
promot ing 

the fact 
that it’s 
okay to 

pressure someone, especially someone you love, into having sex with you. Which you and 
I both know is wrong.

Caytee:  Maybe Meyer is just trying to show that it’s okay to feel these feelings, that 
it’s not wrong.

Reneé: It may not be right, but no one is perfect and she is showing that.
Kayla: Earlier, there is the issue with Jacob when he is first introduced. Though he is 

an old family friend, Bella is unafraid to use his infatuation with her against him and in her 
favor for information about the Cullens.

Reneé: I don’t think it was really against him. I understand that she liked Edward but 
she was trying to find out more about him because he wouldn’t tell her anything about 
himself, but in turn she found out more about Jacob as well.

Caytee: I believe Meyer explains that although they played as children, they didn’t 
talk as they grew up, so they both didn’t feel as close to each other while she used him for 
information.

Kayla: The issue, though, is her disregard for him as a person. She used him for her 
own selfish gain before he ever became a prominent character in the novel.

Jared: But she feels guilt for a while about “leading him on,” correct?
Caytee: Once again, back to flaws in characters. Meyer is trying to put more depth into 

her characters.
Jared: I don’t think they’re deep at all. They seem to have one response to most 

situations. Their character flaws set those responses.
Kayla: That might be the case, Caytee, but wouldn’t it then be necessary for her 

to be reprimanded for her actions? Can we argue that the guilt she feels is enough 
punishment?

Jared: Accountability seems lax for most of  the characters. But regardless, teens with 
no guilt can take that to mean that they can do whatever they want and since they feel no 
guilt, they’ll have no repercussions.

Caytee: Guilt, the constant struggle between the two boys. I suppose it’s not a 
punishment in most people’s eyes but being pulled between two boys is hard for girls.

Reneé: I think Jared and Kayla are trying to find flaws in the book by looking at the 
character flaws, but in reality everyone has flaws. Meyer is not trying to make this book 
something of  the fantasy world but rather the real world.

Kayla: What about the actual writing style? Any beef ?
Caytee: I think that at times she could have done better with her vocabulary.
Kayla: I don’t think the vocabulary presented a problem. It was appropriate for the age 

group. It’s written to a specific audience and the style works, for the most part.
Reneé:  I believe she could have increased  the level of  it, but for the most part she 

captured the message she was trying to send to the reader.
Jared:  I agree with that stance. I think the writing style falls in the same vein as J.K. 

Rowling’s work, except for the “diary” style that appears prevalent.
Kayla: I can’t say much against it. It’s never something you’re going to use on your AP 

English exam, but I really can’t see a big issue with it.
Jared: My biggest “beef ” is the godawful lugubrious, gloomy nature of  the Bella 

narrative. Meyer really draws away from the character by making her sound sappy one 
minute and overly morose the next.

Caytee: I think I actually agree with Jared. She did a great job for description, making 
the characters deep and interesting, but I think Bella was overdramatic to say the least.

Jared: I agree with the idea that the description was quite good. It maintained my 
interest. My problem was the way it was presented…It was overkill.

Reneé: I think what you are all missing here is that it is a first person narrator, and 
she’s a teen...therefore she writes like a teen. It gives the text a sense of  verisimilitude.

Jared: Sentences like this one turn me off: “Now my horrific day tomorrow would be 
just that much less miserable.” Remember that one from the first chapter?

Caytee: No teen I know would say anything like that. Perhaps Bella’s flaw is her ability 
to be overdramatic in almost every situation. She takes everything and blows it into a big 
deal when in reality it isn’t. But that could be the reason that it draws in the readers. In 
real life, nothing is that big of  a deal, which maybe it should be.

Reneé: You know when you’re having a bad day and everything seems to go wrong 
and then you look back on your day and in actuality it wasn’t all that bad? I think that is 
kind of  what she was going for.

Kayla: All right, for the sake of  time, we’re going to have to wrap this up. 
Jared: Okay. So, what we’ve pulled together here are only a few arguments and a few 

stances on the issue, there is certainly more to be discussed. The opinions expressed in 
this chat do not represent the views of  the Journalism Lab or Concord High School or its 
staff.

To continue this heated debate, please visit us online at http://jlab140.wordpress.com/
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An Allure

“Change will not come if we wait for 
some other person or some other time. 
We are the ones we’ve been waiting 
for. We are the change that we seek.”

- Barack Obama

Traveling to D.C. to watch the inauguration of  a 
promising president is fine, but hanging around at his 
hotel for the sole purpose of  breathing the same air as 
him might be a little frightening. Barack Obama’s 2008 
campaign has given Americans new hope for change and 
an opportunity to liberate themselves from the past eight 
years. The question now is whether or not Americans may 
have an obsession with the new president. Is our fascination 
a temporary fixation or an eternal approbation?

“Most agree that he can communicate well and I am 
fascinated by that,” Matt Schrock (math teacher) said. “I 
actually want to listen to what he has to say.” 

Obama’s speeches promote peace and hope for many 
Americans and his charisma and charm come to his 
advantage. Obama’s visual appeal attracts all ages and it 
has helped him through his election. There are some who 
worship his ideals, but others detest the idea that he is in 
office, like senior Allison Smart. 

“[Obama] has reached his peak and once the stimulus 
package is exposed, people will realize the mistake they 
have made by putting him in office,” Smart said.

Elections are complete, and the admiration for Obama 
grows every day. The media’s insistent coverage of  his 
daily life puts him into the spotlight more often than 
even his presidential concerns. What the media does for 
Americans is provide an entertaining and motivational 
program that, in all reality, might be called presidential 
cheerleading. The media appeal to Americans’ sense of  
family as it details Obama’s past and the struggles he has 
overcome.

“His story is compelling and that attracts many,” 
Schrock said.

Obama’s life history and the gripping story of  his 
parents’ divorce and his father’s death attract supporters. 
The families in America learned about his life struggles 
and have been able to relate to him even more. His influence 
and actions towards his supporters have even led to the 
production of  Obama memorabilia for the avid Democrat 
(or rare liberal Republican).

In all certainty, the obsession for Obama can be spoken 
through the commemorative Obama pins, button, plates, 
dolls, Chia Obama, coins, underwear and trading cards. 
As the internet is essential for students, Obama producers 
take out pictures, quotes and music for those who have 
access to it. One can easily surf  through the internet and 
find a classmate or parent with an Obama quote and an 
Obama caricature as a default picture in their profile. The 
fascination for the existing hope is growing to a point 
where Obama mania cannot be stopped. 

“I see [students] with shirts, stickers and excitement 
about his first visit in the summer,” Schrock said. “A number 
of  [students] talk about [Obama] through Facebook and 
express how much they love him.”

The remaining question is whether Americans will be 
able to recover from Obama-mania.

“[The Obama obsession] will probably fade,” Schrock 
said. “There are high expectations for Obama since he is 
the first African American president. If  things go well, 
there will be more of  the fascination we see right now.”

Some believe that the fact that Obama is the first 
African American president is the basis for the mania that 
has swept the country. The election of  the first African 
American president has mixed along with the desperate 
need of  an idol in America, perhaps leading to arguably 
exaggerated admiration for Obama.

“People think that Obama has become an obsession 
but it’s only because he is our first African American 
president,” senior Tyler Stanage said. “Perhaps it’s only 
about the enthusiasm and hope that [Obama] promotes.”

Controversy about Obama in office has given Americans 
something to talk about. Scandals and rumors about his 
past affect the opinion people have of  him and perhaps it 
gives him more supporters. Undoubtedly, though, CHS is 
thankful for the honor of  having Obama as a candidate 
and as President of  the United States of  America.

“It’s history for the making of  future generations,” 
Stanage said.

Dara Marquez
Staff  Writer

The community of  Northern Indiana gathers outside of  McCuen gym and wait for President Barack Obama.

The “town hall” meeting at McCuen gym begins with “America the Beautiful.”

CHS staff  peeks through the covered lunch door windows in hope of  seeing Obama. 
Photo by Mrs. Overmyer
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“Change will not come if we wait for 
some other person or some other time. 
We are the ones we’ve been waiting 
for. We are the change that we seek.”

- Barack Obama

The community of  Northern Indiana gathers outside of  McCuen gym and wait for President Barack Obama.

The “town hall” meeting at McCuen gym begins with “America the Beautiful.”

Photo by Katie Helm

President Obama speaks to the community of  Elkhart during a “town hall” meeting in McCuen gym regarding 
the economis crisis of  the city. Photo by Maria Rodriguez

Photo by Katie Helm

Despite claims from the administration that 
Monday, February 9 was going to be a normal school 
day, many students realized upon entering the building 
that this was not the case. President Barack Obama 
returned to the high school in order to discuss and 
answer questions about his economic stimulus plan 
along with other issues that became primary points 
during his campaign. For some, the events were an 
inconvenience. For others, they were an opportunity 
to watch history unfold before them. While most 
students didn’t get any further than a door away 
from the secured area, senior members of  the student 
council, National Honor Society and all class officers 
were invited to volunteer throughout the day before 
attending the meeting.

I arrived at seven o’clock and by the time I made 
my way through the parking lot, the line of  civilians 
eager to get in, adorned in ruddy cheeks and thick 
blankets carrying foam cups of  coffee and bagels, was 
already wrapping around the school.

Security was tight and while most students 
were complaining about being hounded for IDs, 
the volunteers were awaiting their specialized jobs. 
After being among the first sent through the metal 
detectors, many excited faces took off  to their 
assigned locations. For some, the events leading up 
to the actual arrival of  the president were nerve-
wracking to say the least. 

A large portion of  the students were assigned to 
outdoor tasks and endured the bitter cold to assist 
civilians with disabilities, control the line and relay 
information regarding security procedures to the 

crowd. Inside, teams spread out across McCuen 
gym to usher and a few lucky individuals got the 
opportunity to run microphones around during the 
question segment. Many enjoyed the privilege of  floor 
seats and were close enough to shake the president’s 
hand when he came out to greet the crowd.

I really enjoyed the opportunity to attend the 
meeting though I could have lived without standing 
in the cold with the crowd for two hours. Obama’s 
speech was motivating and inspiring, a chance to 
glimpse a potential light at the end of  the tunnel that 
is America’s current economical crisis. He did not deny 
the fact that it would be a difficult road ahead, but his 
ideas promoting change were genuinely uplifting.

For the volunteers, the whole day was exciting, 
a chance to sit down and listen to what President 
Obama had to say. For the students still in school, it 
was disappointing to only have the opportunity to 
peer through the paper cutouts on the cafeteria doors, 
so close to the action and unable to really see what 
was going on.

So school continued relatively normally. The 
cafeteria still served lunch, the media center still 
checked out books and, aside from the attention lost 
to the televised broadcast of  the event throughout 
the day, learning still took place despite the fact that 
the country’s president spoke to a massive crowd just 
across the hall. By the time school ended for the day, 
the president was gone and the crowd had dispersed. 
In fact, the only remnants of  the event were the empty 
Starbucks cups spread out across the parking lot, 
evidence of  what had been just a few hours before.

Obama returns 
to CHS

Kayla Evans
Guest Writer
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E v e r y o n e 
has that one 
p a r t i c u l a r 
a c t i v i t y 
that they 
p a s s i o n at e ly 
commit to. 
Whether it is 
playing sports, 
reading a 
favorite book 
or even just 
lying back and 
relaxing, activities are used for stress relief  as well as for purposes of  enjoyment. It may 
or may not come as a surprise, but there are countless individuals who experiment with 
their foods, creating new disturbing entreés which in the end fascinate their taste buds.

“I eat ranch with chicken, fries, chips, grilled cheese and hot dogs,” Lauren Hardy (11) 
said. “It tastes rather sour, but quite delicious.”

Hardy’s love for ranch dressing on her hot dogs was not an inherited love.  Instead, 
it can be accurately described as an acquired taste.  The obsession came as a whole new 
discovery when she looked around for something to eat at home. 

“One day, we were out of  ketchup, and I looked in the fridge to see what I could find,” 
Hardy says. “I saw we had relish and ranch, so I decided to pick ranch and put that on my 
hot dog to see how it tasted.”

Obviously, kitchen experimentation -- creating 
new foods and experimenting with flavors -- is a 
dangerous business. As for Hardy, she took a risk and 
ended up loving it.

“I was hesitant at first since I didn’t know how 
it would taste, but I like experimenting with foods,” 
she said.

While Hardy tested out her hot dog-to-ranch 
ratio, Marisa Haitsma (12) grew up eating her family’s 
unique peanut butter hot dogs. Since Haitsma’s 
younger years, her mother made these as a treat for 
her and her brothers.

“I’ve grown up on it,” Haitsma said. “My mom would tell us the peanut butter was 
from candy just so we would eat it, and now she makes it because it’s like going back to 
my childhood.”

Haitsma and Hardy are not the only two Concord students to harbor an obsession with 
unusual food.  A.J. Brownlee (12) shares this particular trait.  He, however, does not eat 
experimentally, as Hardy, nor does he eat for memories, as Haitsma does.  Rather, Brownlee 
is what can be described as an “emotional eater.”

An 
emotional eater is 
someone who indulges in food when afflicted with a strong 
emotion.  A typical emotional eater eats when he is unhappy, because he finds reassurance 
and relief  in familiar foods.  Brownlee is a perfect example of  an emotional eater, and eats 
whenever he is feeling particularly depressed.

“I eat anything that’ll make me happy,” Brownlee admits.  He finds his comfort in ever-
popular french fries.  The treat is a common comfort food, but it is not free from its own 
share of  experimentation.

Brownlee prefers his french fries with ketchup for the majority of  the time, but he does 
not refrain from different food combinations every once in awhile.

“Most of  the time I eat my fries with ketchup, but if  I am going to Burger King, I eat 
them with ketchup and mayonnaise,” Brownlee said.

This special combination, while certainly less-than frequent, is not as unique as it 
sounds.  Countless individuals prefer french fries, and a wide array of  other foods, with 
mayonnaise rather than the more conventional condiments, such as ketchup, mustard or 
barbecue sauce.

Though a love of  food is a strange obsession, it is by no means unheard-of. Many 
different people have diverse eating habits which some think are odd, but that doesn’t stop 

them from savoring the foods that they love. 

Feature

Photos by Anum Alam and Marisa Haitsma

Anum Alam
Staff Writer
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     F e a t u r e

Making the

Gr  de
Obviously, grades are important, but some people take this to a whole different level. Some 

students, such as Allyson Cora (11), strive to take challenging courses and do their absolute best 
to get the highest grades possible in these high-level courses.

Why do students do this? For Cora, it is a combination of  factors. Her main priority, however, 
is to get colleges to notice her.

“I’m very set on my plans for my future, so I make sure that I’m on top of  my game 100 
percent of  the time, so that I know I’ll end up where I want to be,” Cora said.

People in Cora’s position worry often. Any missed point or question is reason enough for her 
to bring her concerns to her teachers, of  which she questions why she was wrong. Cora worries 
most about her pre-calculus grade because she feels that math is not her strongest subject. This 
struggle has often conflicted with Cora’s pride.

“I hate being wrong, so I don’t usually ask or answer questions.  I usually try to do research 
myself  outside of  class to try and understand the material,” Cora said.

Compared with those similar to her, Cora branches off  in this area from her peers. Most 
people in her position ask the questions to try and better understand the subject. Cora, on the 
other hand, doesn’t like asking questions.  She has taken a bold leap to try and teach herself  the 
curriculum.

Cora’s desires for colleges to notice her and for her to respect herself  are two of  her reasons 
for trying so hard. Another reason she tries hard is her mother.

Cora admits that her mother played a key role in getting her to try her very best academically. 
Her mom believes in her and expects nothing but her very best.

“She told me that she wasn’t going to settle for anything less,” Cora said.
Some honors teachers may tend to get a bit irritated with these types of  students, but Jeff  

Stutzman (English teacher) does not. He understands how these students feel, because at one 
point, he was one of  them.

“I can relate, because as a student, I may have been a tad obsessed with grades myself, mostly 
because I needed good grades to get a scholarship for college,” Stutzman said, “otherwise I 
would not have been able to go.”

What changed Stutzman was his college experience. Nobody cared about GPA, and he 
watched as some of  the top students in his class flunked out of  school as they tried to adjust to 
the demands of  college. He realized that trial and error was the only way to learn, as opposed 
to asking the teacher or memorizing basic facts. He had to find the truth for himself  and propel 
himself  forward by his own determination.

“In college, what you learn is more important than the actual letter grade.  For me, that was 
very freeing, because then I could go into a class and actually learn, instead of  just memorizing,” 
said Stutzman.

Lately, Cora has been disappointed by her class placement. She originally was aiming to 
become valedictorian, but she is not currently ranked in the top ten students of  her class. Cora 
admits to being frustrated, but she is determined to keep trying to become the best that she can 
be.

Tyler Knudson
Staff Writer

Photo by Tyler Knudson
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In today’s technological world, instant gratification has become a way of  
life.  This is best demonstrated in the public need for immediate and constant 
communication.  A regular flow of  contact with each other has become nothing 
less than a public necessity and, as a result, a multitude of  devices and tools 
have arisen.  The frontrunners in this pack of  communication developments 
include the popular web sites Twitter, Plurk, and ever-popular Facebook.

Facebook, often seen as the internet’s largest communications network, 
boasts of  over 90 million users worldwide and offers what was once a unique 
feature:  the ability for a user to post small blurbs about life, referred to as 
“statuses,” on his or her profile page.  Hayley Bowman (12) finds this feature 
extremely important, noting that it was this trait which convinced her to change 
from the previously popular MySpace to the more contemporary Facebook.

“When I first saw the status [feature] on Facebook, I wasn’t quite sure if  I 
liked it.  But after thinking about it, I decided that having a place to put down 
quick thoughts and feelings was a really good way of  helping me stay connected 
with my friends, and vice-versa,” Bowman said.  “Ultimately, it’s because of  the 
status options that I switched from MySpace to Facebook.”

The popularity of  status messages has grown so extreme that 
entire web sites have begun to spring up, many based solely around 
the concept of  the status.  Of  these sites, the most popular is Twitter, 
a web site which enables a user to post small blurbs online, which are 
seen only by people on the user’s list.  The only requirement for these 
posts, referred to as “tweets” by Twitter users, is that they must be 
under 140 characters, to keep in order with the status theme of  the site.   
This is very similar to the method of  posting employed by Plurk, which 
requires users to choose a verb and then format their posts in the third-
person tense.  This type of  site, given entirely to the concept of  the 
status, is actually preferred by many over the wildly popular Facebook.

“Twitter is cleaner, simpler, and easier to use,” Jimmy Bennett 
(10) said. “I don’t have to deal with the hassle of  applications, instant 
messaging or the rest of  the Facebook clutter.  If  I want to say 
something about what’s going on in my life, I can.  That’s what I use it 
for, so there’s no point in having any of  the extra stuff.”

Not all feel as if  splashing one’s innermost thoughts across the 
internet is a good idea, however.  To many, the threat of  internet 
predators far exceeds the need to express oneself  in a quick online blurb 
about life.  Alyssa Mathieu (12) has managed to find a happy medium 
between the two extremes.

“Sometimes I’ll put actual information about my life in a status, but 
the majority of  the time I just use song lyrics or a quote to 
let people know what type of  mood I’m in,” Mathieu said.  “I 
try not to use personal feelings in my statuses, only because 
I know that there are a lot of  people who will be seeing 
whatever I say, and I don’t think everyone on Facebook has a 
right to know what’s going on in my life at the moment.”

While many agree with Mathieu, a vast majority of  
Americans are growing more and more addicted to the status 
phenomenon.  With the introduction of  mobile updating — 
the ability to post status updates from a cell phone via text 
message — it is simpler than ever to keep up-to-date on these 
sites.  This allows people to relieve stress by pouring out 
quick, heartfelt sentiments while on the go, but also removes 
any chance for thought before one posts a semi-permanent 
status online.  It is as Mathieu put it:

“You have to treat [status updates] like a volatile friend.  
They are fun, exciting, and they help relieve stress, but you 
have to manage them carefully.  If  you misuse them, they can 
hurt, and no amount of  damage control can fix what some 
poorly chosen words can do.”

Keeping the 
Status quo

In order from top to bottom:  Twitter, Plurk and Facebook.  Photos by Logan Quigley.

Logan Quigley
Staff Writer
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Texting:
 the scary addiction

Obsession proves costly for CHS students
Sitting in class every day, attentively listening to his 

teacher, Edson Camarillo (11) can’t help but get distracted 
by the constant vibration of  his phone because of  an 
incoming text message. In this new era of  technological 
advances such as iPods, laptops, navigation systems etc., 
the one that seems to stand above the rest is definitely 
the cell phone. And why not? These days, a cell phone is 
practically a lifeline; it can do practically anything and 
everything.  Whatever the above examples can do, a cell 
phone can do. With a cell phone you can communicate 
with people you know, have your very own navigation 
system, keep track of  important events with calendars 
and most important of  all, you can text with your cell 
phone.

Texting popularity has definitely skyrocketed in recent 
years. According 
to www.
searchwrap.com, 
in June 2001 only 
about 30,000 
text messages 
were being sent 
monthly within 
the United States. 
Fa s t - f o r w a r d 
to June 2004, 
and nearly 2.8 
billion messages 
were sent during 
that month 
alone. That is 
a tremendous 
i n c r e a s e 
considering that 
text messaging is a relatively new development. 

Cell phone companies have certainly noticed the 
impact texting has had in the United States. That is why 
cell phone companies have developed new cell phones that 
make it easier for users to text. Verizon started off  the 
texting craze in 2006 with the LG EnV, which came with 
a full QWERTY keyboard. Since then, other cell phone 
companies have followed and have also come up with their 
own versions of  cell phones with QWERTY keyboards. 
Apple then took it to the next level with the iPhone, which 
came packed with an integrated touch screen QWERTY 
keyboard.

 It is to no one’s surprise that the majority of  the 
people who text message are teenagers who want to stay 
in touch with their friends. For Camarillo, texting is an 
everyday thing. He believes that he texts at least once 
almost everywhere he goes (and yes, that also includes 
school too). 

Camarillo says that texting in school is relatively easy. 
“I think it is easy to get away with it because even though 
they are always looking to catch you and turn your phone 

in, they never do because I am able to hide my phone 
before they can see it,” Camarillo said.

What many people wonder, especially teachers, is, why 
not talk instead?

The answer that Camarillo gave to this question was 
that “talking on the phone is boring 
because sometimes I get bored of  
the person I’m talking to and I just 
want to hang up.” He also said that 
“I also don’t want to be mean to the 
person and by texting I can just 
stop texting them and not have to 
worry about being mean.”

 Although the majority of  the 
people that text are teenagers, that does not mean that 

there are not adults 
who text. Layla 
Wirt (English 
teacher) does not 
believe that she 
is obsessed with 
texting; instead, 
she described it 
as “sort of ” being 
obsessed but not 
entirely. 

Even though 
texting can be 

fun and exciting, if  
you get too carried 
away with the 
texting you could 
end up receiving a 
big surprise at the 
end of  the month 
from your cell 
phone company: 
your bill. Of  course, 
there is a way to 
protect yourself  
from receiving a 
ridiculous amount 
of  charges at the 
end of  the month, 
and that is by 
getting unlimited 
text messaging. On 
most companies, obtaining unlimited texting service will 
cost you around 20 to 30 dollars.

“I’ve got unlimited text messaging ever since I got a 
bill of  200 dollars,” Camarillo said, “but now I can text all 
I want and not have to worry about owing a lot of  money 
at the end of  the month.” 

Most of  the time, when people text it is to tell someone 
a b o u t 
someth ing 
t h a t 
happened, or 
someth ing 
that is going 
on. Believe 
it or not, 
texting can 

also be extremely convenient. For example, Camarillo said 
that one time when he was with his friends in Mishawaka 
the car stopped, and they were in the middle of  nowhere. 
He tried to call his parents and friends but none of  them 
would pick up, so he sent a text message and soon after 
he got a phone call from his dad asking him what was 
wrong. Without texting, his dad might not have found 
out because he did not pick up his phone, so they would 
have been left stranded.  

So call it what you want: a hobby, an obsession, whatever. 
The truth of  the matter is that texting is here and is here 
to stay. Teachers, no matter how much they stress it, 
will probably never get students to stop texting because 
students just cannot help it, they have to answer back. 

This, not surprisingly, does not 
apply to only students here at 
CHS, because when asked if  
they think they would ever get 
over their obsession of  texting, 
both Wirt and Camarillo   gave 
the gave the same answer: 
“no.”

Jose Alvarez
Staff Writer

Photos by Renee’ Wagner

In June 2004, 2.8 billion 
text messages were sent 
in the United States alone.
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Some call me “obsessed.”
I’m growing tired of  people talking about my coffee. Honestly, it’s none of  your business 

how much coffee I drink or what variation I have in my venti cup. Perhaps a couple of  
times a week, some yahoo will conclude “You’re obsessed with coffee, you know?”

It’s taxing, these little conversations or pronouncements about my “coffee obsession.” 
I doubt these folk know what the term “obsession” means anyway as they toss the word 
around like a stupid toy. For instance, Captain Ahab, I think, gets a bad reputation with his 
apparent “obsession” of  chasing Moby-Dick. Tom Benke also gets pegged with “obsession” 
or “too much ambition” as he works on that yellow sheet of  paper, recording his ideas for 
better displays in grocery stores in “Contents of  a Dead Man’s Pockets.”

You know, is it too much for people to understand that I can just appreciate a good 
Starbucks grande Pike Place coffee in a venti cup with creamer and four Sugar-in-the-
Raw® packets on a daily basis? It’s not obsession, it’s preference.

I didn’t always like coffee. I think my first coffee experience was when no adults were 
around and my neighbor-friend Brad Frost suggested that we try some. His father was at 
work and his mom was at the local grocery store (the local Safeway store in Bennett Valley 
Plaza). Brad’s family had a microwave oven–the first family on Washoe Court to own one. 
We quickly found out that the thing was lousy at making grilled chess sandwiches, but was 
good at reheating coffee and so Brad put a cup of  that morning’s coffee and in a moment 
or so later, we got steaming hot coffee.

It didn’t smell good and Brad suggested that we spruce it up with milk and sugar. We 
added both until the coffee black drink was now a light Mocha shade and we drank.

Yeah, it was terrible. I remember thinking that this must be an adult drink and that 
there would probably never be a time when I would like coffee.

Mrs. Frost was at the door and we quickly poured out the rest of  the coffee and ran the 
dry wash cloth over the sugar-coffee-milk mess on the counter beside the microwave oven. 
Brad tossed the rag in the sink before she asked what we were doing.

“Nothing,” we chorused innocently.
She gave us one of  those “I know you’re up to something” looks and told us to get 

outside and play. We were out the door before she could ask us to help bring the groceries 
in from the wood-paneled station wagon.

When we got to my garage, we went through the usual “What do you want to do?” 
business. Fortunately, simply the most exciting movie in the world came out in theaters 
last summer and every boy across the U.S. (and perhaps the world and the universe) could 
be found in lightsaber fights everywhere. Or, at least that’s what I thought. And fortunately 
for us, I had two lightsabers.

See, I think I liked Star Wars a bit more than Brad Frost. I had the Star Wars blanket, 
the Darth Vader digital watch, the Estes X-Wing model rocket, the complete sets of  
the first three series of  Star Wars trading cards (gum eaten, yes), the radio-controlled 
R2-D2, the official Star Wars blueprints of  various spaceships and droids, a set of  Ralph 
McQuarrie’s concept drawings and paintings, the “Story of  Star Wars” album along with 
the Star Wars soundtrack on double LP set. Oh, and I saw Star Wars twelve times in the 
theater.

You might say that I liked Star Wars.
But Brad Frost could appreciate a good lightsaber fight and I had written out the script 

for the final duel scene between Obi-wan Kenobi and Darth Vader from listening to my 
“Story of  Star Wars” album quite a few times. I hadn’t gone through my freakish eight-
inch growth spurt yet, so I think we would just switch roles. This time, perhaps, I was 
Kenobi and we worked through not only the lines but also the choreography from what I 
had remembered from watching the film those few times.

The lightsabers back then weren’t that sophisticated; they were 
basically a flashlight with a long translucent tube attached to it. 

You could 
e v e n 
u n s c r e w 
t h e 
flashlight 
and place 
a red filter 
over the 
flashlight 
lens to 
e m u l a t e 
Vader’s lightsaber. It was really cool when we would turn off  the garage light and enjoy 
the glow of  our lightsabers.

Unfortunately these were not very sturdy and they often broke or bent whenever you 
tried to bang your saber against your friend’s.

I thought about Star Wars all the time during sixth grade as seen in my many renderings 
of  Darth Vader, R2-D2, Tie Fighters and X-Wings on and in my spiral-bound notebooks. 
Each night I would fall asleep to John Williams’ soundtrack on my record player that I 
bought a garage sale. It was one of  those all-in-one units that was mostly white plastic 
and all of  the glorious orchestra sounds were outputted through a 3 inch speaker. Still, 
I could hear the themes and I would drift into sleep dreaming of  Luke and Leia and the 
Force and space.

My sons like Star Wars, more the later films (the “Prequels” over the “Classics”) and 
they have quite a collection of  lightsabers between them (ones that you can really bang 
against another lightsaber without breaking). They also have the Lego sets and the Lego 
PS2 games. There’d be times when I find our oldest just listening to the soundtracks to the 
newer movies. And I don’t think I have ever thought that Evan or Colin were “obsessed” 
with Star Wars. From what I have observed, the boys will like something a lot for awhile 
and then move on to something else.

Neither of  them like coffee, though…at least at this point in their lives. And, I haven’t 
seen them try to sneak a sip of  coffee when the adults are away.

I recently read a detailed account of  how the first Star Wars movie came about and 
it’s a story of  people spending countless hours pursuing a common goal of  making a 
“long shot” of  a film. The book centers around the film’s creator, George Lucas, who 
was–according to some people’s standards–”obsessed” with making this movie. Human 
history is made up with many of  these “obsessed” men and women who concentrate on 
one thing and delve deep while excluding normal life. Sometimes, it seems, that the many 
want conformity from all individuals and there’s a part of  me that is happy for those who 
concentrate and who are not that “well-rounded.” Perhaps it’s those folks that push our 
imagination.

One of  my favorite critiques about my coffee is how bad the stuff  is for me. “Did you 
know how much caffeine is in a cup of  Starbucks coffee?” a person might ask. Before I can 
answer, the quoter is off  on a “real fact” accounting of  numbers and amounts attached to 
my coffee. Sometimes I want to tell them that they’re just “jealous” or that a fresh cup of  
coffee is a gift to myself  for the day or that the cup keeps my hands warm. Most of  the 
time I do what Captain Ahab probably should have done more of  on board the Pequod: 
just smile and nod.

At least that’s The Way I See It.

Coffee, 
whales 
and light 
sabers

Chris Judson
Guest Writer

Photo by Chris Judson
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3-7 NIGHT

ROOM PACKAGES
AVAILABLE

Deluxe Spring Break Room Packages
Up to 50% Discounted Room Packages

$99

Stay at the Luxurious Oceanfront

Over
200,000

High School
students have 
stayed at the

Desert Inn

surcharge during Spring Break Peak Weeks

Only $50 will reserve your
SPRING BREAK PACKAGE

Beaches-Pool Deck
Contests & Activities

SENIOR
GRADUATION

TRIPS

MAY 20
THRU

JUNE 20
$79per

student

Sudoku
Sudoku from http://www.krazydad.com/sudoku

Aquarius 
January 21 – February 19
Your creative flair will pay off this 
month, but be careful not to isolate 

yourself from your peers – Too many Cheetos 
will leave you with a bad case of diarrhea. That’s 
embarrassing.

Pisces
February 20 – March 20
Follow your intuition when compromising 
with your parents. Don’t be caught in the 
freshman hallway if at all possible, you’ll 

likely be led into the bathrooms. You’ll never make 
it out alive.

Aries 
March 21 – April 20
Your wit will pay off in English class, if 
you use it to your advantage, but don’t 
be a daredevil – Not all of your teachers 

have senses of humor.

Taurus 
April 21 – May 21
Your warmhearted nature may come 
across as possessive and controlling, 
so back off. Nobody likes that. Try to 
experiment by making friends with 

some Leos, they’re not all crazy, we promise.

Gemini 
May 22 – June 21
Tame your indulgent urges by avoiding 
the cool parties this month. Maybe even 
try to liven up a couple lame ones in the 

process. Oh, and we believe in Harvey Dent, but 
don’t be so two-faced if you can.

Cancer 
June 22 – July 22
Calm down, calm down – try not to start 
as much drama this month. Normal 
days are okay, too. Maybe even utilize 
your sympathetic nature to encourage 

those friends who can’t wear their flip-flops yet. Stop 
procrastinating this month, as well. We’re not sure 
you can last another all-nighter.

Leo 
July 23 – August 21
You may need a little humbling this 
month – Just because you got an A on 
that test doesn’t mean you’ll get one on 
the next test. Also be careful not to cycle 

through too many significant others. You may make 
them feel insignificant.

Virgo 
August 22 – September 23
Patience plays a key role for you this 
month: We know how conservative 
you are, so you’ll have to wait another 
four years, and you’ll also have to 

refrain from using underclassmen as punching 
bags (we know, we know).

Libra 
September 24 – October 23
Don’t fall prey to the sarcasm of 
social studies teachers, because 
you won’t likely get it. Instead use 

your diligence to earn yourself a good grade 
and that allowance boost you’ve been looking 
for. Allow yourself a rare chance to indulge, you 
know you deserve it.

Scorpio 
October 24 – November 22
You fit right into this issue’s theme! 
Congratulations! Your powerful 
nature is sure to please your parents, 

but you need to be more open – People don’t 
appreciate when you keep secrets from them, 
especially that one. About the thing? Yeah, you 
know.

Sagittarius 
November 23 – December 22
We know how optimistic you are, but 
try to tame down the smiling – It creeps 
people out. Also, your infatuation with 
fire may get you into trouble, so keep 

out of the chemistry labs if at all possible. Bunsen 
burners are not toys.

Capricorn 
December 23 – January 20
Thank goodness you studied, you would 
have never lasted on that last math test. 
Check your skin next time you’ve got 

a mirror handy – We don’t want you coming down 
with leprosy or something. Keep your chin up, your 
fatalistic nature may get on your peers’ nerves.
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